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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga chatting with Hungarian Embassy official Zsofia Antal (lefi) and head of Trade and Devel-
opment Tamas Robert after a meeting in Nairobi last year.

CGN’s public private
partnership with inter-
nhational entities

British High Commissioner H.E Jane Marriot and H.E Mutahi Kahiga agreed to look into the following sectors for
partnership: Agriculture, Trade, Tourism and Machinery & Equipment with an aim of boosting our local economy.

By Njambi Mugo

he County Govern-
ment of Nyeri under
the leadership of H.E

Mutahi Kahiga has engaged
development partners in
pursuing Public -Private
Partnership (PPP) business

model, a viable mechanism
to guarantee a return on in-
vestment and speedy com-
pletion of infrastructure.

The Public Private Partner-
ships in agriculture, health,
education, trade manufac-

turing and housing sectors
will ensure more benefits
for Nyerians and also pru-
dent use and management
of resources in Nyeri Coun-

ty.
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Some of the past engagements from
the governor include:

British

Subsequent to the British High
Commissioner H.E Jane Marriot re-
cent visit to Nyeri County, several
matters which the two entities have
partnered in were deliberated on
including post Covid-19 economic
recovery strategy which UK is sup-
porting the county through the Tony
Blair Institute for Global Change
(TBI). The two leaders also agreed
to look into the following sectors
for partnership: Agriculture, Trade,
Tourism and Machinery & Equip-
ment with an aim of boosting our
local economy.

Italy

T i o L A T e A T D T e P e

Following the governor’s visit to Ita-
ly in 2019, fruitful partnerships were
borne between the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri and Italian NGO’S in
the Health, Manufacturing, Agricul-
ture and Education sectors.

On matters Health, GoalSmiles On-
lus, an Italian NGO donated two
modern dental units stationed at
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Mugunda
Dispensary. The modern units have
eased delivery of dental care and en-
sured comfort for patients while un-
dergoing treatment. Italian doctors
have also helped in capacity build-
ing of health practitioners by train-
ing them on specialized treatment
in endoscopy and renal treatment
among other specialized treatments.

In the Education sector, GoalSmiles
Onlus donated kitchenware worth
Kshs.3 million to Nairutia Vocation-
al Training Centre. The equipment
has aided students to acquire prac-
tical skills in the food and beverage
field.

In the Agriculture sector, the coun-
ty government partnered with Illy-
caffe Company, Italy-Kenya Trade
Association and Commodity Fund
to discuss matters affecting coffee.
Illycaffe is an Italian coffee roast-
ing company that specialiazes in the
production of expresso. Partnership
with Illycaffe has eliminated bro-

kers who took advantage of farmers
by purchasing their coffee at a low
price.

On the Manufacturing front, the
county government partnered with
Alpharama Ltd led by Dr. P.V Sam-
basiva Rao in an aim to boost leath-
er industry in Nyeri. The company
pledged to collaborate with the coun-
ty government in a bid to create job
opportunities for over 200 youths
who will be engaged in leather pro-
duction and processing.

Israel

In March, 2019, a partnership was
formed between the county govern-
ment and Israel which has brought
forth notable changes results in var-
ious departments including Health,
Finance, Education and ICT, Ag-
riculture, Water and Environment.
Training of staff and also bringing
on board Israel private sector en-
gagement was done in a bid to pro-
mote an economic turnaround for
the county.
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The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) ini-
tiated a partnership with the County
Government of Nyeri through the
Country’s Development Coopera-
tion Strategy for Kenya, 2020 aimed
at transforming Kenya’s economic
stability while steering the country
towards the achievement of vision
2030. The USAID envisioned to
achieve this through joint partner-
ships with local organizations and
private firms in Nyeri County while
focusing on key sectors of the econ-
omy such as Water and Environ-
ment, Health, Education and Agri-
culture.

Under the health sector, USAID
through its Medicines Technolo-
gies and Pharmaceutical Services
(MTaPs) program has facilitated a
training on Healthcare Associated
Infections (HAIs) and Continuous
Quality Improvement (CQI) for
focal persons in 18 facilities with-
in the county targeting Infection
Prevention Control (IPC) coordina-
tor, focal contacts and maternity in
charges.

Further, the county hospitals re-
ceived 14 portable ventilators which
was a great boost to the health sector
in the midst of Covid-19 pandemic.
USAID also trained over 15 health
personnel and critical care workers
on the usage of the same and noted
that the ventilators have a one year
warranty and that the USAID will
help in maintaining and installing
the equipment.

Another key facilitation from the
USAID through the Kenya Youth
Employment and Skills Program
(K-YES) was the Youth Employ-
ment Compact Launch, a five year
program aimed at enhancing em-
ployability of Kenyan youths by
training them life skills in entre-
preneurship training, agribusiness
training as well as provides linkages
to the market, financial institutions
among others.

Hungary

On December 2020, the county
government forged a partnership
with the Hungarian Government,
through the Trade and Development
team, that is set to ensure that Nyeri
County benefits widely. The part-
nership is set to create market ac-

cess for agricultural products such
as tea, coffee and avocados from
Nyeri to Hungary. In addition, the
two governments have created a
partnership with Nyeri TVETs and
Hungarian Institutions to enhance
quality training. The collaboration
will bring about technology transfer
to food traceability and labelling to
assure market access and value ad-
dition.

Pakistan

Following the visit of Pakistan’s
High Commissioner, H.E. Saqlan
Syedah, the County Government
of Nyeri formed a partnership with
the Pakistani Government, to help
come up with measures to make
their collaboration fruitful. The
partnership is set to benefit various
departments including: Agriculture,
Trade, ICT among others. The col-
laboration will help come up with
new farming techniques for the
Nyeri farmers and also help in sup-
porting the county government in
branding, packaging and marketing
of Nyeri tea, coffee, Hass avocados,
mangoes and other crops.




4 ISSUE 62 | 08™ - 12™ FEBRUARY, 2021 wwwnnyerigoke | GOVERNOR'S PRESS UNIT | COUNTY 019

Mt Kenya Amenity Hospital
launched
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H_.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga and Aon- Minet Insurance Company CEO Sammy Muthui (left) with other health stake-

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

holders poses for a group photo after the launch of Mt Kenya Amenity Hospital. On the right is Health CEC Dr. Rachel
Kamau and Chief Officer Newton Wambugu. On the extreme left is Health director Dr. Nelson Muriu.

By vy Muruga & Florence Wangechi

H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa and Aon-Minet Insur-
ance Company CEO Sam-
my Muthui launched the Mt
Kenya Amenity Hospital
which is meant to change
the face of Mt Kenya Hos-
pital and the Nyeri County
health sector.

This joint initiative will help
in providing quality and af-
fordable health services to
all Nyeri residents and also
ensure that everyone gets
the highest attainable stan-
dard of health.

The facility is aimed at ad-
dressing a gap in middle
class citizens’ including
teachers and county gov-
ernment staff who are able
to pay for services through
insurance and cash.

“We believe this will help
the county to raise revenue
for other health services.

The department envisages
to run an exclusive fully
fledged county amenity hos-
pital as a business enterprise
and to give it autonomy for
ease of management, trans-
parency and accountabili-
ty,” noted the governor.

The County Government of
Nyeri signed an MoU with
Aon-Minet Insurance Com-
pany where the hospital will
strive to ensure preferential
services to all those persons
covered under the NHIF,
Aon-Minet and other pri-
vate insurances.

The county government has
established a fully-fledged
Mt Kenya Amenity Hos-
pital as well as introduced
amenity services in Nyeri
County Referral and Kara-
tina hospitals.

“The launch of Mt Ken-
ya Amenity Hospital and

amenity health services in
the county, will build on our
vision of ‘A Wealthy Coun-
ty, with Happy, Healthy and
Secure people’, “ added
governor Kahiga.

The County Government
of Nyeri is at the same time
committed to continual-
ly strengthen the existing
health infrastructure. The
governor noted that the ex-
tra revenue generated from
this partnership with Minet
Company will make it easy
in fast-tracking the expan-
sions and strengthening oth-
er health systems.

“Moving forward, the coun-
ty government is focusing
on strategies geared to-
wards changing this financ-
ing landscape that includes
increased enrollment into
health insurance as well as
more innovative strategies

of generating revenue.” he
added.

Governor  Kahiga also
called upon all Nyeri res-
idents to enroll into NHIF
and other insurances which
guarantee that costs asso-
ciated with seeking health-
care does not impoverish
their families.

The CEO Minet Insur-
ance, Muthui applauded the
County Government for fa-
cilitating them in delivering
the required health services
and making it a seamless
journey under the able lead-
ership of the governor.

The Health CEC Dr. Ra-
chael Kamau thanked the
governor for providing,
facilitating and ensuring a
conducive working envi-
ronment for health workers
to ensure a motivated work-
force.
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CBC Task

Force
Report

launched

ered and ethical citizens.

By Peter Wangari

H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa joined H.E President
Uhuru Kenyatta during the
launch of the Task Force
Report of enhancing access,
relevance, transition, equity
and equality for effective
curriculum reforms imple-
mentation at KICC, Nairo-
bi.

As the CoG Education com-
mittee chair, he commended
the Ministry of Education
under the able leadership of
Professor George Magoha,
for spearheading the devel-
opment of the Task Force
Report. He also recognized
the efforts of all stakehold-

“I am proud to report that the County Governments have registered tremendous |
growth in early childhood education and vocational training in the past
seven years of devolution. This growth is largely attributed to increased
and consistent investment by all County Governments for the whole-
some development of our learners,” H.E Mutahi Kahiga.

The promise of the Com-
petency Based Curriculum
(CBQ) is to have engaged, empow-

ers in the development of
this important report on
curriculum reforms in the
country.

The promise of the Com-
petency Based Curriculum
(CBC) is to have engaged,
empowered and ethical citi-
zens. It is against this prom-
ise that the National and
County governments bear
the responsibility to ensure
that all learners in this coun-
try have their inalienable
right to quality basic edu-
cation. The Constitution of
Kenya brought with it the
opportunity for reforms in
the Education sector, and

prepared the ground for
the implementation of the
Competency Based Curric-
ulum.

Governor Kahiga noted that
the County Governments
have registered tremendous
growth in early childhood
education and vocational
training in the past seven
years of devolution. This
growth is largely attributed
to increased and consistent
investment by all County
Governments for the whole-
some development of our
learners. These efforts are
informed by the demand for
quality education towards

the achievement of the
Sustainable Development
Goals, Kenya’s Vision 2030
and the Big Four Agenda.

The County Governments
have expressed commit-
ment in implementing cur-
riculum reforms bound to
accelerate uptake of the
Competency Based Cur-
riculum. Their efforts have
domesticated the Basic
Education Act, 2013 into
County Policies on Pre-Pri-
mary Education and Voca-
tional Training. This strong
show of commitment has
beento  the benefit of
our 7 W learners.

|
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CGN officers host the
Warehouse Receipt System

Councll
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By Brian Kanyugu

Officers from The County
Government of Nyeri led by
County Secretary Benjamin
Gachichio, CEC Agricul-
ture Livestock and Fisher-
ies James Wachihi and CEC
Trade, Culture, Tourism and
Cooperative Development
Diana Kendi hosted the
Warehouse Receipt System
Council members at The
White Rhino Hotel.

The Warehouse Receipt
System Council team, led
by the Chairlady, Jane
Ngige set foot in Nyeri
County to engage the heads
of the stakeholder depart-
ments which are mainly
the Agriculture and Trade
departments in a discussion
that would shed more light
on the benefits that produc-
ers and dealers are likely to
accrue from adopting this
system.

The Warehouse Receipt
System is a process where
owners of commodities ei-
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ther producers or dealers
can deposit their commodi-
ties in certified warehouses
and are issued with a doc-
ument called a Warehouse
Receipt as proof of owner-
ship.

The Warehouse Receipt
System Council compris-
es of representatives from
stakeholders from both the
public and private sector
in agricultural commodity
trade. These representatives
include: The Agriculture
Food and Authority (AFA),
The Eastern Africa Grain
Council, The Ministry of
Agriculture Livestock,
Fisheries and Cooperatives,
The Kenya Bankers Asso-
ciation and The Council of
Governors.

Should a farmer or trader
choose to use the warehouse
method, they are going to
accrue benefits like;

1. Assured traceability of
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commodities stored.

2. A pliable sale process in
the sense that farmers will
not be under pressure to sell
their goods at low prices;
they may choose to sell at
a later date when the prices
are much better.

3. Loan Security - due to
the lack of many physical
assets to act as loan securi-
ty, farmers and traders often
find it hard to acquire loans
to improve themselves and
their trade. However, with
the Warehouse Receipt, one
can easily walk into a finan-
cial institution and acquire a
loan with their receipt as the
security since the financial
institutions can easily tell
the value and quality of the
commodities in question.
Speaking at the forum,
the County Secretary Ben
Gachichio said he was
pleased that such a program
was created. He noted that
the program would boost

e
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local production and the
economy at the county and
national levels.

He insisted on the bene-
fits of consuming locally
made products instead of
depending on imports while
we have the capacity to
produce the same products
within our country.

The Agriculture CEC ex-
pressed his pleasure in
the implementation of the
Warehouse Receipt System
for the benefits it is likely to
bring to both large scale and
small scale producers and
dealers.

He further suggested that
through the Department of
Agriculture Livestock and
Fisheries, The County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri would
fully cooperate with the
Warehouse Receipt System
Council and the producers
and dealers to ensure effi-
cient flow and productivity.
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Partnership between CGN and
scout’s WSPU

By vy Muruga

Nyeri County Secretary,
Ben Gachichio hosted a
team from the World Scout
Parliamentary Union Ken-
ya (WSPU) on behalf of
Governor H.E Mutahi Ka-
higa.

The meeting held at the
Governor’s Office in Nyeri
town was also graced by
WSPU President Hon.
John Kiarie who was
accompanied by Hon.
Florence Mutua, County
MP, Busia (Chairperson
WSPU) and Hon. Sen.
Petronila Were, Nominat-
ed Senator.

The main agenda was con-
ceptualizing the MoU be-
tween the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri and WSPU
which outlined its scope
and purpose and also its
specific responsibilities.
They also proposed that
there should be an estab-
lishment of the Baden

Powell Centre of Excel-
lence whose purpose will
be to promote socio-eco-
nomic growth to the coun-
ty.

The facility is also de-
signed to become one of
the many tourist attraction
sites in Nyeri making it
the Scouting City of the

World.

Nyeri Trade, Tourism and
Cooperatives CEC Di-
ana Kendi emphasized
on inclusion of values
and self-sufficiency to
the youth by encouraging
them to participate in co-
curricular activities that
will be offered in the cen-

tre.

Tourism Director Mary
Kimamo applauded the
initiative as it would gen-
erate revenue to the coun-
ty, create employment op-
portunities in order to curb
the joblessness amongst
the youth.

In brief...

Ongoing up-
grading of

exit road from
the Nyeri Bus
Termini at Asian
Quarters. The
road will join
the main high-
way of Nyeri

- Karatina road
near Express
Inn.
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Mukurwe-ini
integrated land
use development

plan

By Pauline Nguru

The County Govern-
ment of Nyeri through
the Department of
Lands, Housing, Phys-
ical Planning and Ur-
banization has identi-
fied a planning need
geared towards up-
grading Mukurwe-ini
to an urban area.

Data has been collect-
ed and analyzed as
well as comments and
suggestions from area
residents on possible
improvements in the
area.

The physical planning
team, led by Lands
Chief Officer, Hannah
Maraga and Director
Beatrice Koech, at-
tended a stakehold-
er situation analysis
presentation meeting,
which was present-
ed by Geodev Kenya
Limited, at Mukur-
we-ini  constituency
ward NG-CDF office.

P ‘(d{, ”
F

Later on, the village
representatives  pres-
ent formed thematic
groups to discuss cur-
rent state, opportuni-
ties, challenges, solu-
tions and 2020-2030
visions for Mukur-
we-ini  urban area,
which was later pre-
sented to the physical
planners.

This urban planning
purposes to give effi-
ciency in development
and use of land, or-
dering and regulating
land use in an efficient
and proper way, con-
servation of the envi-
ronment, coordinating
different sectors in
Mukurwe-ini  urban
area, compatibility
of land uses to avoid
land conflicts among
the area residents and
add aesthetics to im-
pact beauty in Mukur-
we-ini town.

Coffee
revitalization for
Kirimukuyu ward

By Brian Kanyungu

The New TEKANGU Farm-
ers’ Cooperative Society
held a public meeting to
discuss the revitalization of
coffee at Thamaru Technical
Training Institute in Kirim-
ukuyu ward, Mathira West
sub-county.

The cooperative society con-
sists of a pilot group of farm-
ers who are part of a project
to enliven coffee farming in
the ward.

Kirimukuyu ward MCA Hon.
Anthony Ndagita assured the
farmers that the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri is going to
walk with them on the cof-
fee revitalization journey by
providing them with strong
and healthy coffee seedlings,
manure and training them on
proper planting and groom-
ing methods.

Agriculture Livestock and
Fisheries CEC James Wachi-
hi commended the MCA for
working tirelessly towards

the support for coffee farmers
in the ward. He also assured
the farmers that the county
government intends to coop-
erate with them in bringing
back the value chain to its
former glory. He noted that
coffee is one of the county
government’s priority value
chains and a key pillar of the
Nyeri County economy and
therefore every effort must
be put in place to improve
the sector performance.

The CEC also sensitized the
farmers on ongoing coffee
reforms, and the larger re-
vitalization program which
will be implemented in all
six coffee growing sub-coun-
ties. Among the interven-
tions under that program
will include; soil testing,
enhanced farmer training on
proper coffee grooming and
husbandry, rehabilitation of
a few factories, market link-
ages among others.
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USAID trains healthcare workers

on IPC

. The training will also equip participants with skills on managing and preventing the spread of infectious diseases.

By Caroline Kariuki

The USAID Medicines
Technologies and Pharma-
ceutical Services (MTaPS)
program, represented by
Doris Bota, held a three
day training on Health-
care Associated Infections
(HAIs) and Continuous
Quality Improvement
(CQI) training for Infec-
tion Prevention Control

(IPC) focal persons in
eight facilities targeting
IPC  coordinator focal
contacts and maternity in
charges in Nyeri County.

The training, which was
coordinated by the County
IPC coordinator Mr.Bon-
iface Macharia aimed at
building the capacity of
IPC teams at the county

PHOTO | CAROLINE KARIUKI

and facility level in Kenya
on health care associated
infections and to equip
them with skills to col-
lect, analyze and interpret
health data which is es-
sential to planning, imple-
mentation and evaluation
of public health practice
and implement quality im-
provement interventions.

The training will also
equip participants with
skills on managing and
preventing the spread of
infectious diseases.

The facilities were fur-
nished with data collection
tools that will enhance
the monitoring of HAIs at
the facility level. Through
USAID MTaPS support,
they developed action
plans that will help to im-
plement interventions and
to achieve objectives in a
structured manner.

The training was officially
opened by Health CEC Dr.
Rachael Kamau who em-
phasized that the county
was committed to ensur-
ing the safety of health-
care workers and there
was need to institutional-
ize IPC and Occupational
Safety and Health (OSH)
across all level of health
care.

ON FACEBx

Pst Charles Gichuki

You are a servant leader Governor
Mutahi Kahiga and keep it that
way, leave a positive mark in our
county and that's how legacies are
left.God bless

Patrick Muturi

Am happy with the infrastructure
improvement within Nyeri. Kudos
governor. Continue with that devt &
ensure those roads serving the

agricultural rich areas r well improved

Always on point we love you our GVN.

F 9 Top fan “' Wamai Muchiri
& Kawanjiku Kawanjiku _ Doing good bwana Governor Mutahi
Always on course, you never Kahiga
2 = Keep shining,
disappoint. What a great leader I have your back
Emmah Nyokabi “ @ Topfan
This is awesome humble man n a man Clement Be First
of the pple | was happy to see you inspecting the
good job.. Even though | didn't get a
——— chance to say hi to you, | am happy to

be a part of this team

Muringo James
Constant north, services delivery to
“wanjiku'".

&« B

Battallion Lion
This are kind of leaders that we could

like

g Isaac Kibira

=" Your humility has changed the politics
and phase of Nyeri. Kudos MR.
GAVANA

Gikonyo Madilu Moses
Kweli we ni MTU wa watu
Think you deserve Tano yako,

Martin Wangai
You are the best Governor soo far we
have seen in 019 keep up M.K

P

Gikonyo Madilu Moses
Kweli we ni MTU wa watu
Think you deserve Tano yako,
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Nyveri listed for
complying with all the
procurement laws

By Njambi Mugo

In accordance to the Pub-
lic Procurement & Asset
Disposal Act, 2015, all
procuring entities are re-
quired to submit reports
on public procurement
and asset disposal trans-
actions to the Public
Procurement Regulatory
Authority.

Following  this, the
County Government of
Nyeri under the leader-
ship of H.E Governor
Mutahi Kahiga has been
recognized for comply-
ing with the public pro-
curement laws in all the

three categories.
They include:

1. Among the 12 coun-
ties who have submitted
the half-year report on
implementation of the
preference and reserva-
tion scheme under the
Access to Government
Procurement Opportuni-
ties (AGPO) programme
for the youth, women
and persons with dis-
abilities.

2. Among the 15 coun-
ties who have published
tender opportunities and

contract awards in the
Portal every 15th day of
the subsequent month.

3. Among the 24 coun-
ties which have timely
registered and published
tenders and contracts in
the portal.

Nyeri  Finance CEC
Robert Thuo has noted
that the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri has en-
deavored to comply with
Public Procurement and
Disposal Act 2015 and
Regulations 2020.

Kieni East
progressive
solid waste
manage-
ment meet-

L]
ing
By Brendah Njabara

The Department of Public
Service and Solid Waste
Management held a meet-
ing regarding progression
on employees working in
Kieni East sub-county.

Daniel Macharia, Kieni
East Public Health Officer
discussed on the progress
of the employees remind-
ing them of their specific
duties and responsibilities.
He lauded them on their
good job especially on
cleanliness of Kieni East
sub-county. He also in-
formed them about their
need of representation in
their responsibilities. Rep-
resentation means that ev-
idence is needed in duties
done and undertaken.

Jane Wanjiku, Assistant
supervisor also gave a
briefing on how many staff
are present currently and
also included the sites in

the sub-county.
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By Joseph Wambugu

Tana Water Works Devel-
opment Agency (TWW-
DA) donated 20 plas-

tic water tanks for use
in ECDE centers across
Nyeri County.

The tanks which have a
capacity of 22,000 litres
in total will aid in the fight
against Covid-19 pandem-

ic.

While receiving the dona-
tion, H.E. Governor Muta-
hi Kahiga lauded the kind
gesture and appreciated
the efforts of the private
sector for working togeth-
er with the county.

“In a bid to fight the
Covid- 19 pandemic, we
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are happy to receive the
donation which will be
distributed to various EC-
DEs and other learning
institutions in Nyeri. The
government alone cannot
win this battle alone hence
we invite the support from
private partners,” added
the governor.

TWWDA Chief Manag-
er, Finance and Resource
Mobilization CPA Nicho-
las Kanyeke said the tanks
are in capacity of 500 li-
tres and 1,000 litres and
will be used by the ECDE
centers post-Covid since
they are durable tanks.

Health Dpt. receives IPC
equipment from IPNET-Kenya

By Caroline Kariuki

The County Government
of Nyeri through the De-
partment of Health Ser-
vices received Infection
Prevention Control equip-
ment from Infection Pre-
vention Network Kenya
(IPNET).

The IPC Coordinator,
Boniface Macharia re-
ceived the equipment to
be used in triage set up
for infection control. The
equipment included; face
shields, surgical masks,

reusable aprons, mops,
mop buckets, color coded
cloths, liquid detergent,
hand sanitizers, paper
towels, 6 benches, a hand
washing facility, a chair
and a table.

The items were distribut-
ed to Gichira Health Cen-
tre, Naromoru Health Cen-
tre and Nyeri Town Health
Centre, each receiving its
own share.

In addition, IPNET-Kenya
through MTaPS program

has trained 23 health per-
sonnel including IPC focal
persons and maternity in
charges on IPC.

The IPC Coordinator ex-
pressed his gratitude on

P
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this noble gesture noting
that the equipment will
be used for their intended

purpose.
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ABDP

monitoring
and evaluation
exercise in Kieni

East

By Faith Hiuhu

The Department of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Fisher-
ies - Fisheries Directorate,
kicked off a monitoring and
evaluation exercise on 3rd
February 2021 in Kabaru
ward Kieni East sub-county,
on the donor funded project -
Aquaculture Business Devel-
opment Programme (ABDP)
which will go a long way in
up-scaling fish farming in the
county.

The eight-year- program
initiated by the International
Fund for Agriculture Devel-
opment (IFAD) is in con-
junction with the Kenyan
government. The program
is being implemented by the
State Department for Fish-
eries, Aquaculture and Blue
Economy in fifteen targeted

counties, Nyeri being one of
the benefiting counties.

The monitoring and eval-
uation exercise which is
going to cover all the eight
sub-counties in Nyeri Coun-
ty is to track implementation
and measure the effective-
ness of this programme that
was launched in April 2019.
Mr Michael Baragu from
Kabaru ward who is a benefi-
ciary of ABDP is grateful that
this programme helped him
out with the installation of a
pond liner.

“The pond liner that ABDP
installed has come in handy
when it comes to water re-
tention and safe guarding the
fish once I get them. Before
the pond liner was installed I
was hesitant to fully concen-
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trate on fish farming because
of water sustainability but
now this is a problem that
I’ve put behind me and for
that [ am grateful,” he noted.
He further persuaded the citi-
zens of Nyeri County to grab
and utilize such programmes
that the County Government
of Nyeri has put up in collab-
oration with other stakehold-
ers which might be the game
changer in their lives.

The monitoring and evalu-
ation team headed by Ger-
ald Kanyi, with the hope of
steering the fish value chain,
also visited two other farm-
ers who are exceptional fish
farmers and who will help
in the crusade for embracing
fish eating and fish farming in
Nyeri county.

The two farmers Mr. Francis
Muthui chairman of Mwam-
bia Self Help Group and
Mr.Onesmus Githui Gichuki
of Catch Samaki Farm are
a happy lot with the efforts
that the County Government
of Nyeri has been putting to-
wards fish farming.

Chief Officer Ruth Mwangi
was grateful for the contin-
ued collaboration between
the two entities adding that
ABDP has significantly
transformed agricultural
projects in the county. She
further noted that the County
Government of Nyeri under
the stewardship of Gover-
nor Mutahi Kahiga, has em-
braced fish farming for the
opportunities it can create for
the citizenry of this county.
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Street youths receive ID cards

By Jane Baru

The issuance of identity
cards to mature street per-
sons program is an initiative
of County Government of
Nyeri, through the Depart-
ment of Gender, Youth and
Social Services, in collabora-
tion with the Department of
Health and the National Gov-
ernment through Department
of National Registration,
Central region.

The program is aimed at en-
suring the street persons who
have turned of age acquire
their national identity cards,
and similarly enjoy the bene-
fits that come with it.

To determine their eligibili-
ty, they are first taken to the
Referral Hospital for age as-
sessment using dental x-ray
- Orthopantomogram (OPG).

This assessment looks at the
different stages of molar teeth
development to guide clinical
estimation of ages for those
without birth records.

Speaking at the event, CEC
Gender youth and Social
Services Esther Ndung’u en-
couraged the youths to keep
off from drugs and instead
use the new IDs in acquiring

jobs which can sustain them.
She also encouraged them to
take up skills training in our
institutions which will better
place them in the job market.
Since inception of the pro-
gram in the year 2005 the de-
partment and its predecessor
have assisted over 200 street
youth acquire national identi-
ty cards.
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While receiving the ID cards,
the youths greatly appreci-
ated the Governor Mutahi
Kahiga for his help in acqui-
sition of their IDs and food
packages.

The event was held at the
Nyeri Town Social Hall, near
Whispers Park.

The ongoing contruction of the

upcoming Thururu Rehabilitation
Centre in Dedan Kimathi ward, Tetu

sub-county.

This facility which is co-funded by
the County Government of Nyeri and
the National Authority for Campaign
Against Drugs — NACADA will ac-

commodate 100 patients.

Once operational, the facility will
supplement drug and substance abuse
treatment and rehabilitation efforts
which are currently being provided by
Karia drug rehabilitation center.

Central region leads with 22.6%
of males reported, that use tobacco

products.




