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CGN efforts towards
supporting the
education
sector

E

ducation is one of the
key components that
bring growth and
progress in a society. The
more people in a society are
educated, the more they can
provide a beneﬁcial contribution to their environment.
It is also a powerful agent
of change, improves health
and livelihoods, contributes to social stability and
drives long-term economic
growth.
The County Government of

Nyeri under the stewardship
of H.E Governor Mutahi
Kahiga is acutely aware of
the sentiments highlighted

51,000
No. of needy students
across the 30 wards who
have beneﬁted from the
Elimu Bursary Fund
Programme.

above and that it is why it
has invested heavily in the
education sector with an
aim of improving the standards for both young and
old learners.

good learning environment
for learners as well as allocate ﬁnancial resources to
those from needy families
with an aim of helping them
realize their dreams

Governor Kahiga, who
doubles as the CoG Education Committee chair
has continuously expressed
his commitment to the education sector noting that a
good foundation in education is the key to success,
hence a need to create a

Over the last three years,
through the Department of
Education & Sports, a total
of Kshs. 240 million has
been expended through the
Elimu Bursary Fund Programme.
Continued on page 2 & 3.
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The bursary, which targets
students from vulnerable
and needy families across
the 30 wards has beneﬁtted
over 51,000 students. Within the same period, 120 best,
bright and needy students
in secondary schools, two
per ward, have also beneﬁtted from a full Governor’s
Scholarship Programme.
Eugene King’ori one of the
beneﬁciaries and a success
story, is a happy lad as he
highlights how his life has
been impacted positively by
this program.
“I want to sincerely thank
the governor for such a wonderful initiative. I scored an
impressive A in KCSE and
now my dream of becoming a doctor is turning into
a reality with the continued
support that I am receiving
from this program,” he noted.
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Another beneﬁciary Margaret Gathoni from Iriani
ward in Mathira, expressed
her gratitude to the governor noting that she can now
focus on her studies without worrying about missing
classes due to lack of school
fees.
In the pursuance of improving Early Childhood Development Education (ECDE),
the county government has
employed over 800 ECDE
teachers, built and renovated 39 ECDE centres across
the county with an aim of
ensuring young novices
have favourable learning
environs. The governor has
further promised ECDE
caregivers that their terms
of service will be looked
into in a bid to improve their
salaries and beneﬁts.

beneﬁtting over 23,000 pupils.
The ECDE materials included tables, plastic chairs,
play equipment, reading and
writing equipment, teaching
guides among other things
which were speciﬁcally tailored for the pupils’ comfort
and to enhance a conducive
learning environment.
In this Covid-19 era, water
tanks were also distributed
in a bid to curb the spread
of the virus by ensuring a
steady supply of water for
regular handwashing, gen“It is our duty as the coun- eral sanitation and hygiene.
ty government to ensure
that we invest heavily on Nyeri Education CEC MarECDE centers as well as garet Macharia (pictured
the ECDE teachers for they below), highlighted that
are vital in the learning and the county government is
growth of our children. We committed to supporting
are currently upgrading all the education sector includinfrastructures in our ECDE ing the ECDE centres and
and Vocational Training VTCs through this annual
Centers (VTCs) and at the programme which involves
same time building new providing learning and
classrooms and workshops reading materials.
where necessary. This is “We provide the centres
our focus to bring them to with teaching and learning
better standards,” noted materials such as books,
pencils, pens, registers as
governor Kahiga.
In light of this, the county well as teachers and learngovernment annually dis- ers guides which are Comtributes ECDE learning ma- petency Based Curriculum
terials and teaching guides compliant,” added the CEC.
across the 436 ECDE centres. In the ﬁnancial year
2020/2021, a consignment
of learning materials worth
Kshs. 9.3 million were disbursed to all the centres

800 39

23,000

No. of employed
ECDE teachers
by the County
Government of
Nyeri

No. of pupils who
beneﬁted from a
consignment of learning
materials worth Kshs.
9.3 million.

No. of built
and renovated
ECDE centres
across the
county
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Esther Kioni, Oﬃcer incharge of ECDE centres in
Nyeri County lauded the
county government for taking
up the responsibility of refurbishing ECDE centers since
Governor Kahiga took up the
leadership mantle.
“Previously, most of our
centres were in pathetic conditions, however, with interventions such as improved infrastructure and providence of
learning materials, we are sure
that all children in our ECDE
centers across the county will
have the best quality education which I know is the ultimate goal of our governor,”
she noted.
Tetu Principal Education
Oﬃcer Winnie Hunyo also
thanked the governor for his
continued support, noting that
the materials provided annually go a long way in uplifting
the ECDE centres, the caregivers and pupils at large.
Nyeri sub-county Director of
Education Paul Mungai, commended governor Kahiga for
his continued collaboration
with the national government
in matters education with the
overall aim of making sure
that the learners have excel-

lent learning environments.
Head teachers from various
schools also hailed the governor Kahiga for the astounding
support towards bettering the
standards of ECDE centers
across the county as well as
hiring caregivers who posed
a challenge to them when it
came to payments and salaries, as most schools lacked
the ﬁnancial resources for the
same.
Parents are also a happy lot
with the great input that the
ECDE centers have received
from the county government.
One of the parents, Catherine Wangui, a parent at Kirigu ECDE in Karatina ward
thanked the governor for purchasing learning and teaching
materials which will put the
young learners at ease as they
learn.
“We are grateful for having a
leader who has our children’s
matters at heart. A leader who
is working tirelessly to ensure
our children have enough
learning materials and an increasing the care givers salary
as well, which has motivated
them to add more eﬀort while
instilling knowledge in our
children who’s gone further
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to provide water tanks,” she government has built and rennoted.
ovated 13 polytechnics as well
as equipped them to ensure
“We are very glad that you they are centres of excellence
are keen about our children’s “The Big Four Agenda will
hygiene. Provision of water be realized through skills
tanks has helped in ensuring driven education oﬀered in
general sanitation is main- the TVETs, hence the need
tained thus ensuring that the to embrace VTC,” noted the
health of our children is not governor.
compromised as we battle In this ﬁnancial year, three
a pandemic,” Liwa. S from centres: Kaberero, Githiru
Kirimukuyu ward noted.
and Nairutia received materiStephen Gitonga who is a als such as sewing machines,
board committee member of salon and barber equipment
Ngunguru Primary School which will be instrumental
in Kirimukuyu ward, lauded during classes.
the governor for his eﬀorts in The Department of Educaensuring that ECDE centres tion also conducted a training
across the county have suﬃ- exercise for VTCs managers
cient learning materials and and chairmen which aimed at
teaching guides as well as a educating them on how to acclean and favourable learning count for funds, books keepenvironment.
ing and leadership. This will
“Education is the key to suc- ultimately see the institutions
cess; with education, we are run better and the students reable to curb crimes, corruption ceive exceptional services.
and poverty in our society,” he Education is a ray of light in
added.
the darkness. It certainly is a
Vocational Training Cen- hope for a good life. It is also
ters (VTCs) have also had a a basic right of every human
tremendous input from the and that is why the County
county government in a bid Government of Nyeri is comto give the youth a conducive mitted to keep on educating its
environment for learning and citizens and supporting them
innovativeness. The county in the pursue of it.
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President, Governor inspects and
commissions national government’s projects

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga joined H.E President
Uhuru Kenyatta in inspecting some ongoing projects
in various parts of Nyeri
County as they addressed
residents on development
matters.
Together, they inspected the
almost complete Chaka ultra- modern market which is
expected to be opened in the
next one month by the head
of state.
The Kshs. 1 billion ultra-modern market which

216
No. of households to get
connected to
the national
electricity grid.

is 98% complete will transform livelihoods in the area
by providing a very conducive environment for traders to conduct business and
farmers to market their produce.
The ongoing construction
of neighbouring Chaka
market and modern Railway Station in the town will
transform the township and
beneﬁt locals.
The president promised to
establish a processing plant
here which will beneﬁt local
youth through job creation.
At Junction Villa in Kabaru
ward, Kieni East sub-county, President Kenyatta commissioned the last mile electricity connectivity project
which will connect 216
households to the national
electricity grid and light up
several public institutions
including schools, markets

and health centres.
He also pledged the tarmacking of Tagwa-Mbiriri-Kimahuri-Warazo
Jet
road which will ease the
movement as well as transportation of farm produce
from Kabaru, one of the
main food baskets of Nyeri
County.
In support of dairy farmers,
President Kenyatta prom-

ised the installation of a
milk cooling plant, which
will increase the milk, collected subsequently increasing their earnings.
The president called upon
people to remain united and
reiterated his commitment
to delivering the Big Four
Agenda.
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WSTF signs contracts with Nyeri
water companies

The water companies in
the County Government
of Nyeri which includes
Nyeri Water and Sanitation Company (NYEWASCO), Mathira Water
and Sanitation Company
(MAWASCO),Tetu
Ab-

erdare Water and Sanitation
Company (TEAWASCO) ,
Othaya Mukurweini Water
and Sanitation Company
(OMWASCO)and Naromoru Water and Sanitation
Companies(NAROWASCO) are among the utilities

that have received letters of
oﬀer for liquidity support
granted from Water Sector
Trust Fund (WSTF) to help
them address liquidity challenges occasioned by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Cabinet Secretary of

Water, Sanitation and Irrigation Hon. Cecily Kariuki
presided over a ceremony in
Nairobi where NYEWASCO and the County Government signed a contract
with WSTF in readiness for
the release of the funds.

Streetlights repair...
Ongoing repair
of streets lights at
Ruring’u, Nyeri
Central sub-county
(left) and maintenance of high
mast at Maigoya
Kiirungu, Gikondi
ward, Mukurwe-ini
sub-county (right).

Ongoing repair
of street lights
at Mutwe-wathi,
Mukurwe-ini
Central ward,
Mukurwe-ini
sub county.
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Supporting SITVES, MSMEs in
the dairy processing industry

In close collaboration with
the County Government
of Nyeri, the Kenya Dairy
Board and the Nyeri National Polytechnic oﬃcers
held a meeting to brainstorm on the way forward
for the Supporting Innovation Technical and Vocational Education Sector
(SITVES) project. The
meeting was held at the
Nyeri National Polytechnic, Nyeri town.
The SITVES is a three
year (2019-2022) project
focused on fostering innovation in Kenya’s technical and vocational education and training. As such,
one of its aims is strengthening micro, small and
medium dairy (MSMEs)
and increasing productivity in the dairy processing
industry through oﬀering

training and application of
modern research methods.
Speaking at the forum,
CEC James Wachihi commended the Nyeri National Polytechnic team for
devising the project that
enhances
productivity,
skill development and value addition.
He aﬃrmed that the county government through the
Department of Agricul-

ture, Livestock & Fisheries is working closely with
dairy processing enterprises through numerous
ﬂagship projects that will
ensure high standards of
quality in daily production.
The CEC further added
that the project will increase the conﬁdence of
Nyeri residents in locally
processed dairy products
which will in turn promote
the county’s economy.
The Nyeri National Polytechnic SITVES Project
will see the Kenyan youth
in dairy processing better
equipped for the world
of work by fostering innovations and designing
relevant and eﬀective
technical and vocational education and training
(TVET) programs.

The project, which is funded under the Canadian
government aims at identifying gaps and imparting skills and innovation
acumen to budding dairy
entrepreneurs for purposes
of increasing productivity
and proﬁtability
Speaking also during the
forum, CEC Youth, Gender and Social Services Esther Ndung’u, lauded the
good work being done by
the polytechnic in creating
projects that can involve
the youth and women in
the dairy sector, especially
to those struggling to put
up meaningful enterprises
in the dairy sector.
She also assured the stakeholders of the support
and commitment from
the county government
through her department.
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COVID-19 IPC training
for healthcare workers

COVID-19
Health
Emergency Response
Programme (CHERP),
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health represented by Dr. Simon
Kibias, acting director
for health standards, has
rolled out a four-day
training for healthcare
workers on COVID-19
Infection
Prevention
Control (IPC). The
training targets the
healthcare workers from
the eight sub-counties in
Nyeri County.
The four year project
sponsored by World
Bank objective, is to
prevent, detect and respond the threat passed
by COVID-19 and
strengthen national sys-

tems for public health
preparedness. This project is led by Dr.Anne
Ng’ang’a, Project Manager who was represented by Jackie Mbala, Social Safeguards Oﬃcer.
The participants will be
taken through the modules: COVID-19 Surveillance, Introduction
to IPC, Laboratory diagnosis for COVID-19,
Health Care Waste Management, Health Worker
Risk Assessment, Handling COVID-19 Bodies, Home Based Care,
Nutritional Care and a
practicum on Donning
and Doﬃng.
The training was ofﬁcially opened by the
Director for Health Ser-

vices, Dr. Nelson Muriu.
He appreciated the team
from CHERP and MoH
and noted a need to lobby for more trainings to
the healthcare workers
as well as more laboratory equipment.
This training will equip
the participants with
skills on managing
COVID-19 through Infection Prevention Control as an eﬀort to break
the chain of transmission.
The project is expected to beneﬁt the whole
population:
Infected
persons, At-risk populations, Medical and
Emergency Personnel,
Service providers, Medical and testing facilities.
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Registration
and data
verification
of PWDs in
Nyeri

In partnership with the National Council for People
With Disabilities (PWDs),
Nyeri County has registered
and veriﬁed data for people
living with disabilities within
each sub-county.
The ongoing exercise will
see the registered PWDs receive assistive devices such
as wheelchairs, crutches,
and walking sticks and cash
transfers, depending on the
severity.
With the help of chiefs, assistant chiefs, or community
health volunteers, the county
has managed to reach a signiﬁcant number of people
with disabilities, who will
beneﬁt from this program.
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Revival of
Warazo Jet
Business Centre
The County Government
of Nyeri through the Department of Lands, Housing, Planning and Urbanization has initiated
a project geared towards
the revival of Warazo Jet
Business Centre in Kabaru ward, Kieni East
sub-county.
In 2017, a proposed plan

was created by the Ministry of Lands to develop
Warazo Jet but was never implemented. In 2019,
H.E Governor Mutahi
Kahiga approved the project’s implementation.
The planning team has
been reviewing the previous proposal plan while
still considering the pro-

posals from the area residents to come up with consolidated improved plans
for the project.
In line with this goal, a
team of surveyors, cartographers and physical
planners from the county government led by the
Director of Survey Daniel
Mukiri, visited the area
and picked coordinates of
boundaries and structures.
The project will revive
Warazo Jet Business Centre by bringing growth and
development to the community. Permanent business structures, a market,
storage facilities for farm

produce, a milk cooling
and processing plant, a
health facility and a sewerage & solid waste management are planned to be
established.
Area residents requested that a borehole be dug
in the locality which will
tackle the water challenge
they face due to an increase in population over
the years. They also appealed that a health facility
be set up, as the area lacks
one and end up walking a
distance of about 6km to
Munyu Dispensary to access health services.

Streetlights repair...
Ongoing
repair of
streets lights at
Babito, Endarasha and
Mweiga town
in Kieni West
sub-county.

Ongoing
repair of
street lights
at Tambaya,
Kaheti,
Mukurwe-ini
sub-county.

Ongoing
repair
of street
lights
along
Kenyatta
Road,
Nyeri
town.
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Eat more
fish campaign

Nyeri
meeting on
countering
violent
extremism

Fish contains compounds and nutrients
which have been proven
to reduce blood pressure and therefore reduce
the risk of a heart attack or
stroke.
The County Government of Nyeri,
through the Department of Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries set
foot in Mweiga
ward, Kieni West
sub-county and
Mahiga
ward,
Othaya sub-county in continuation
of the Eat More
Fish
campaign
themed
‘Fish
for Health and
Wealth’.
The Eat More Fish
Campaign is a nu-

trition Initiative
under the Aquaculture Business
Development Programme (ABDP).
The
aggressive
ﬁsh campaign is
being conducted
across the eight
sub-counties
in
the county and is
geared
towards
increasing
the
income, food security and nutritional status of the
wider communities of poor rural
households.

9

A team from the Foundation
For Dialogue (FFD) held a
meeting with Nyeri County
Secretary Ben Gachichio to
discuss prevention for violent extremism.
I t
e x posed existent and
prospective ﬁsh
farmers to extensive information
on the ﬁnancial
beneﬁts of ﬁsh
farming.
They
were also educated on eﬃcacious
methods and techniques in the ﬁsh
farming business.
In their interactions with the ﬁsh
farmers, the ﬁsheries oﬃcers were
insistent on the

beneﬁts of eating
ﬁsh which is a
low-fat high quality protein ﬁlled
with omega-3 and
vitamins such as
D and B2.
In addition to this
ﬁsh contains compounds and nutrients which have
been proven to reduce blood pressure and therefore
reduce the risk of
a heart attack or
stroke.

The meeting which also involved various stakeholders was one of the many
meetings which are meant
to train the community on
matters of countering violent extremism.
Gachichio said the County Government of Nyeri is
in the middle of developing a county rehabilitation
framework which will deal
with psychosocial issues
to the victims of terrorism.
This will address matters of
drugs abuse, radicalization,
domestic violence etc.
FFD director Michael Mugo
said there will be a training
to empower the youth who
are vulnerable on matters of
terrorism.
He added that the Nyeri
County Assembly has also
been engaged on these matters.
Mugo also lauded the County Government of Nyeri for
being very active in supporting this initiative.
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FKF Nyeri County League launch
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga launched the FKF
Nyeri County League
which involves 18 soccer
teams.
The men’s teams drawn
from all corners of the
county will be playing out
the games up to mid August this year.
The
governor
while
launching the league at
Ruring’u stadium urged
the Football Kenya Federation (FKF), Nyeri branch
and even the players to
keep politics out of the
games.
“I also encourage more

women teams to join in.
The games will help nurture talents among the
youth,” he added.
Governor Kahiga who distributed soccer balls and
trophies to all the teams
also expressed the commitment of the County
Government of Nyeri towards sports to ensure the
youth are more engaged
and shun alcohol and drug
abuse.
Mt. Kenya FC and Kagwe
FC went on a 2-2 draw in
the ﬁrst tournament before
Sporty FC vs Classic FC
match.

Promotion of cultural tourism in Nyeri County
The Directorate of Tourism and Culture is mandated to promote cultural
tourism. It collaborated
with Zurura Adventures
Travel, to ﬁlm the cultural aspects of Nyeri as
featured in Kigera cultural village. The directorate

in partnership with the
local community has developed Kigera Cultural
Village at Tetu sub county, Nyeri County.
The cultural village depicts the traditional Agikuyu way of life, ranging
from housing, prepara-

tion of meals, dances, and
medicinal herbs among
others. The ﬁlming of
the Agikuyu customs and
beliefs entailed cuisines,
music and dances, arts
and narratives.
In a bid to create wealth
through culture and edu-

cation, the County Government of Nyeri through
the directorate has embarked on development of
two more cultural villages
and also plans to partner
with the local community
in the county to replicate
the same countywide.
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Dissemination of Key Investment
Opportunities in CGN
The governor expressed his
commitment towards working seamlessly with the national government especially
on such projects which will
in turn beneﬁt the people of
Nyeri

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was pleased to host
a team from the National
Treasury and Planning in
his oﬃce.
The team led by James
Maina the Director for
Macro-planning at the
State Department for
Planning is undertaking
a dissemination of Key

Investment
Opportunities Booklet in 15 selected counties between 24th
January and 11th February
2021 and Nyeri County is
among the selected counties.
The dissemination will
create awareness of the
existing investment opportunities in Nyeri County

as well as
guide
the
county government on
how to prepare County Speciﬁc
Investment
Opportunities.
When the
two governments come
together like this, it widens
opportunities available for
the Nyeri citizenry.
The dissemination also
oﬀers investment opportunities via Public Private
Partnerships (PPP), joint
ventures with interested
investors, business opportunities and areas of

co-operation with development partners.
The governor expressed
his commitment towards
working seamlessly with
the national government
especially on such projects
which will in turn beneﬁt
the people of Nyeri and
ultimately uplift the country’s economy .
He further added that
merging their synergies
with the national government to maximize on the
available economic opportunities is imperative. This
is because the sole goal is
to eﬃciently oﬀer the best
services to our people and
impact their lives positively.
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Governor launches Nyeri CBEF
training workshop

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga launched the capacity
building workshop for the
Nyeri County Budget and
Economic Forum (CBEF).
The 3-day training was led
by Commissioner Kishanto Ole Suuyi and James
Katule from the Commission of Revenue Allocation (CRA).
Commissioner Kishanto
noted that the CRA is keen
on CBEF establishment
and capacity building of

the members because it
is a critical platform for
enhancing public participation as well as prudent
ﬁnancial management.
Governor Kahiga noted
that the establishment of
the CBEF, whose members are drawn from nonstate actors, will assist in
addressing the existing
challenges in achieving
the desired results in terms
of consultations and public engagement in county

economic
development
matters.
He pointed out the importance of capacity building
for the team as the training
will equip them with the
skills and competencies
required for them to eﬀectively carry out their mandate.
“Capacity building is very
important as you are expected to take a lead role
in safeguarding inclusion,
transparency and account-

ability of public resources,” emphasized the governor while addressing the
members present.
CBEF forms an integral
part of public participation
and provides a strong link
between the government
and the community in matters of economic planning
and budgeting thus demystifying the process.

6th annual Nyeri principals’ prayer breakfast
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga joined Nyeri County
principals for their annual
prayer breakfast meeting at
Marua in Nyeri.
The prayer service, whose
theme was “...And who
knows but that you have
come to your royal position
for such a time as this? “
was presided over by Rev.

Evangelist Lucy wa Ngunjiri of Prayers Beyond Ministries.
Governor Kahiga emboldened the principals
to continue carrying out
their mandate well despite
the challenges posed by
Covid-19 within their institutions. In his message, he
wished all 2021 candidates

the very best in the upcoming national examinations.
The governor also encouraged the principals to invest
in business opportunities
arising from development
projects
initiated
by the
County Government
of Nyeri.
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British High Commissioner meets
CEREB governors
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was honored to host
British High Commissioner H.E Jane Marriot who
paid a courtesy call to his
oﬃce ahead of a meeting
with his fellow CEREB
governors.
They deliberated on several matters including post
Covid-19 economic recovery strategy which UK is
supporting Nyeri County
through the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change
(TBI)
They also discussed areas

of collaboration in the sectors of Agriculture, Trade,
Tourism and Machinery &
Equipment with an aim of
boosting our local economy.
The Council of Governors
through the assistance of
KIPPRA have come up
with a series of policy
initiatives that will allow
the county governments,
through development partners including foreign investors and the national
government to collaborate
with an aim of economic

recovery.
In line with this, they deliberated on areas of partnership between the CEREB
and British Government
in the areas of Agriculture,
Manufacture & Trade, Infrastructure, Natural Resources, Human Resource
& cross-cutting Issues.
They also discussed measures to help mitigate the
economic diﬃculties facing the residents, small
businesses and societies to
securely place the region
on the road to recovery

post Covid.
The commissioner assured
the CEREB governors of
the UK’s full support to
help the bloc achieve their
proposed interventions in
the key areas it has identiﬁed.
Present were Governors
H.E Francis Kimemia
(CEREB chair), H.E Ann
Waiguru (Kirinyaga), H.E
Muthomi Njuki (Tharaka
Nithi), H.E James Nyoro
(Kiambu) and Nairobi
Deputy Governor H.E Ann
Kananu.
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