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Kshs. 3.18 billion
allocated for Nyeri
development
as governor signs Kshs. 9 billion
supplementary budget

One on one with
Director of Trade,
Harrison Ngari

Ngari takes us through
the activities of the Trade,
Industrialization, Weights
& Measurements directorate on a day to day
basis.
Pg 6,7,8 & 9
The Delegate’s
Friend book launch

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

N

yeri Governor H.E
Mutahi
Kahiga
signed the Kshs. 9
billion ﬁrst supplementary
budget for the ﬁnancial year
2020/2021 in which Kshs.
3.18 billion has been set
aside for development while
Kshs. 5.8 billion will go to

the recurrent expenditure.
Out of this, a total of Kshs. 1
billion has been allocated for
improvement of infrastructure i.e. roads, bridges and
electricity which are critical
enablers for economic development since it supports
all other sectors for service

delivery.
An additional Kshs. 16 million has also been provided
for equipping of boreholes
which were drilled in the FY
2019/2020 but not connected with power.
Continued on page 2 & 3

‘The Delegate’s Friend’
book which has been
authored by Edward
Mwangi who is an award
winning author having
written ﬁve books.
Pg 10.
16 Days of Activism
pictorial - last page
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From left: County Attorney Kimani Rucuiya, Nyeri County Assembly clerk Jenard Mwiggeh, Hon. Sebastian Mugo, Hon. John Ndumia, Hon.
Samuel Kariuki, Hon. Anthony Ndagita, County Assembly budget committee chairman Hon. Gibson Wahinya, Chief of Staﬀ Paul Wambugu, Economic Planning Chief Oﬃcer Francis Kirira and Nyeri Majority Leader Hon. James Kanyugo witness the signing of ﬁrst supplementary budget
FY 2020/2021 by H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (seated. BELOW: Governor signing a dummy cheque of Elimu Bursary Fund in a past event. With
him is Director of Education James Kiretai.

For the 30 ward speciﬁc
projects, a total of Kshs.
758 Million has been provided (Kshs. 278 million
for projects identiﬁed in
FY 2019/2020 but not implemented and Kshs. 480
million (about Kshs. 16
million per ward) for the
projects identiﬁed in this
current year).“This is a programme which is meant to
ensure equality and also create employment through the
interventions targeting the
youth and women. The programme ensures the citizens
enjoy the fruits of devolution,” noted the governor.
This ﬁrst supplementary
budget for the FY 2020/2021
has been prepared to align
the Approved County Budget to the County Allocation
of Revenue Act (CARA),
2020 and include the unspent bank balances accruing from the FY 2019/2020
for utilization in the current
ﬁnancial year. The unspent
bank balances amounted
to Kshs. 879.7 million and

were mainly donor funds of Kshs. 417 million (monand conditional grants.
ey owed to our contractors
and suppliers) and this has
In prioritizing the health been provided for in the curof Nyeri citizenry, Health rent supplementary budget.
Services department will This is in line with section
receive the lion’s share of 41 (2) of the PFM (County
Kshs. 2.98 billion. Some of Governments) Regulations,
these funds will be allocat- 2015 and President’s Execued towards the ﬁght against tive Order on the prioritizaCovid-19 pandemic.
tion of payment of pending
bills which is enforced by
Through the Elimu Bursary Fund, a total Kshs. 52.9
million has been allocated to
help needy students, through
the Department of Education and Sports.

the National Treasury and
the oﬃce of the Controller
of Budget,” added governor
Kahiga.
To support the coﬀee farmers, a total of Kshs. 10 Million has been provided, as
the County Funding towards
the Coﬀee Revitalization
programme supported by the
World Bank.

Notably, other county ﬂagship projects are; the Naromoru Level 4 Hospital, the
Nyeri Town Bus Termini,
Pakoni Market in Karatina
and Kiawara Market in Kieni West sub county which
have been allocated funds
through this supplementary
budget.
“By the end of the FY
2019/2020 i.e. on 30th June,
2020 we had a pending bill

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA
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However, the county is
facing challenges which
include; the delay in disbursement of funds by the
National Treasury since
the counties are supposed
to receive disbursements
on monthly bases but the
amount received during the
month of November was the
allocation for the month of
September, 2020. Secondly,
poor performance of the local revenue due to the eﬀects
of Covid-19 hence it may
not meet the target of the local revenue budgeted in the
supplementary budget.
“The county will endeavor
to implement the identiﬁed
development projects in the
most prudent manner despite
the anticipated challenges,”
said Governor Kahiga.
The governor has since
urged the departments to put
extra eﬀorts on revenue collection.
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Some of the highlights of the FY
2020/2021 supplementary budget
Total budget Kshs. 9 billion
Development Kshs. 3.18 billion
Recurrent expenditure Kshs. 5.84
billion
Pending bill (money to the contractors and suppliers) Kshs. 417 million
Ward Speciﬁc Projects Kshs. 480
million
Elimu Bursary Fund Kshs. 52.9 million
Coﬀee Revitilization
Kshs. 10 million

Programme

Equipping of boreholes Kshs. 16 million
Improvement of Infrastructure
i.e roads, bridges and electricity
Kshs. 1 billion
PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
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Nyeri socio-economic and recovery strategy sensitization forum

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

H

.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga oﬃcially
launched the sensitization forum for women on
the county socio-economic
re-engineering and recovery
strategy.
The forum, which is in collaboration with the Council
of Governors (CoG) and
UN Women targeted over
100 women and is geared
towards training them on
social economic recovery
strategies in the midst of
Covid-19 pandemic.
Governor Kahiga stated his
commitment towards wom-

en empowerment noting that
they are key in propelling
the economy forward post
Covid.
He also noted that the County
Government of Nyeri has set
up some measures geared towards cushioning Nyeri people against adverse eﬀects of
Covid-19 including: launching the Nyeri Covid-19
Emergency Fund, waived
land rates and licenses and
provided loans through the
Economic
Development
Fund at a 5% interest.
The governor urged the
women to form groups and

take advantage of funded
programs particularly in Agriculture and called upon extension of such a program to
the youth.
Gender, Youth and Social
Services CEC Esther Ndung’u lauded the programme
noting that empowerment to
women, is empowerment to
the whole world. She further
added that the county government has also supported
girls and women with dignity kits across all sub-counties
through the department as a
way of minimizing Gender
Based Violence cases and

teenage pregnancies.
COG Director of Corporate
Services Mary Mwiti lauded the governor’s leadership
and his commitment towards
supporting women towards
Covid-19 economic recovery.
The forum was held at PCEA
Nyamachaki Women’s Hall,
Nyeri town.
Nyeri County is the ﬁrst
county to implement this
programme in Mt. Kenya
region following the oﬃcial
national launch by H. E President Uhuru Kenyatta on December 4th 2020.
ABOVE: Some of the 100 women
following proceedings during the
launch of a sensitization forum at
PCEA Nyamachaki Hall, Nyeri
town. LEFT: H.E Governor
Mutahi Kahiga speaking with
some of the women leaders who
attended the meeting. Next to the
governor is Gender CEC Esther
Ndung’u and Nyeri nominated
MCA Hon. Patrick Mutahi .
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Nyeri Bus
Termini
to help in
economic
recovery
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga inspected the ongoing construction of
the ultra modern Nyeri Bus Termini
(Asian Quarters), a ﬂagship project
by the County Government of Nyeri
in partnership with the World Bank
through the Kenya Urban Support
Programme (KUSP).
The project will be one of the economic recovery strategies in the county beneﬁtting hundreds of traders after the Covid – 19 pandemic aﬀected

5

their businesses.
The project will also decongest the
Nyeri Central Business District while
creating employment opportunities
for the citizenry.
The project will include 1,000 trading
stalls, bus parking spaces, ticket oﬃces, ﬁre post, police post, Sacco rooms,
taxi bay, market, revenue oﬃce, an
ICT hub and a block of oﬃces.
The ﬁrst phase is about 90% complete.

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

LAND WAIVER NOTICE
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One on one with Director of
Trade, Harrison
Ngari
What are the units under
this directorate?
There are three major units
under the directorate which
include; Trade, Industrialization and the Weights and
Measures units.
Please enlighten us on the
functions of each unit?
The core functions of the
Trade unit include;
•
Establish
sisters’
city, counties, states for mar•
Facilitating
im- ket promotion and social
provement of business pro- economic development.
cesses and environment.
•
Developing an in•
Providing innova- tegrated market information
tive business support services system.
– virtual One-Stop-Shop.
•
Diaspora outreach
•
Providing aﬀordable and collaboration programs
loans to micro and small en- to strengthen and structure
terprises through the Nyeri business relationships.
County Enterprise Devel- •
Continuous engageopment Fund (EDF) pro- ment, information sharing
gramme.
and interaction between the
•
Monitoring the im- National and County Govpacts and reviewing of the ernments on trade developimplementation of trade re- ment.
lated legislations and regula- •
Enterprise developtions.
ment training by developing
•
Supporting growth Business Development Cenand development of whole- tres.
sale and retail trade and mar- •
Availing informakets.
tion on businesses at strategi•
Supporting the de- cally situated business inforvelopment of the regional mation centres.
trade bloc initiative.
•
Promoting and mar-

ket the county’s investment and measuring equipment to
opportunities to viable inves- determine their accuracy and
tors.
advice on the action to be
taken on faulty equipment.
The functions of the Weights •
Investigation and
and Measures Unit include; prosecution of cases of
non-compliance to weights
•
Maintenance and and measures Act, trade
procurement of physical le- descriptions Act and Angal metrology standards for ti-Counterfeit Act.
use in calibrating our work- •
Traders and coning standards and eventually sumer protection education
veriﬁcation of the traders’ and training on fair trade
equipment.
practices.
•
Veriﬁcation
and
stamping of traders weighing
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The Functions of the Industrialization Unit include:

When you talk of Trade and
Investment unit, about how
many traders have so far
•
Facilitating the cre- been trained on business
ation of conducive business matters by your unit for the
environment for Micro and last three years? How has
Small Industries.
the training helped them?
•
Promoting growth,
graduation, productivity and The unit mainly trains encompetitiveness of Micro trepreneurs through the
and Small Industries.
Enterprise
Development
•
Conducting resource Fund programme. In the
endowment mapping and last three years, more than
promoting investment op- 2,500 people have beneportunities in the county.
ﬁted from training forums
•
Providing of Busi- that have been organized in
ness Development Ser- all sub-counties. Notably,
vices for Producer Business the unit partners with instiGroups and capacity build- tutions such as; the Kenya
ing for industrial develop- Institute of Business Trainment and quality service de- ing, Micro and Small Enlivery.
terprises Authority, Kenya
•
Facilitating linkages Industrial Property Institute,
of Micro and Small Indus- Kenya National Chamber of
tries with Medium and large Commerce, Kenya Industriindustries.
al Estates, and the National
•
Establishing the pol- Productivity and Competiicy, legal and institutional tiveness Centre among othframework for industrializa- er stakeholders in training
tion.
on business matters. These
•
Promoting of re- trainings have beneﬁtted the
search and development entrepreneurs by imparting
(R&D), innovation and tech- them with business managenology adoption.
ment skills, productivity and
competitiveness improve-
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ment strategies. Most importantly, these forums allow
the entrepreneurs to gain exposures and create important
market linkages.
On Market Development
and Management unit, tell
us how many markets have
been constructed and rehabilitated so far for the last
three years and how many
traders have beneﬁted?
The past three years have
seen the construction and
rehabilitation of 24 markets.
This has allowed more than
6,500 traders to beneﬁt by
being able to operate in a
conducive, secure and controlled environment.
With the expected completion of Nyeri Bus Termini
based in Nyeri town, what
can you say about the project bearing the fact that
about 1,000 traders are set
to acquire new stalls which
will also boost county revenue?
Nyeri county main Business terminus will be a ma-

7

jor trade hub in the central
region having combined
some of the factors that lead
to growth of a trade center,
availability of transport. The
completion and operationalization of the Nyeri county
main Bus terminus will stimulate development, accelerate growth, alleviate poverty
which has increased due to
the eﬀects of Covid 19 pandemic. The Nyeri County
government in its Economic
recovery strategy targets the
Nyeri county main bus terminus to a major job creator,
mostly for youth, through
an initiative dubbed ‘Jenga
Soko Kuza Kazi initiative.’
I can mention that this facility will have a multifaceted
business model meaning
businesses complementing
each other will lead to the
strongest and most consistent growth.
Nyeri County Main Bus terminus (pictured below) is
expected to have a Trickle
down eﬀect to the immediate surrounding and the larger Nyeri town.
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The Karatina Market Hub in Mathira East sub-county.

With the National Government constructing Karatina
Market Hub and Chaka
market, what can you say
about the improvement of
working environment for
traders?
Karatina Market Hub is the
second largest Open-Air
Market in East Africa and
the largest in Nyeri County.
The already completed market has directly impacted
the lives of more than 2,000
traders who are now able
to sell their commodities at
both wholesale and retail
prices and in a great and secure working environment
where they are protected
from extreme weather conditions. In addition to the
traders, Karatina Market
has spurred the growth of
Karatina Town and its environs and has also become
a source of livelihood for a
signiﬁcant number of people who are employed as a

result of the trading activites
that take place at the market.
The almost complete Chaka
Market is expected to have
a similar impact on Chaka
town and the larger Kieni
Region. Notably, Kieni is an
agricultural region and the
completion of this market
will contributesigniﬁcantly
to ensuring that the farmers
have a ready market for their
produce and thus reducing
wastage and maximizing on
the gains.
On Weights and Measures
unit, tell us about the efforts you are doing on
controlling the accuracy
of weighing and measuring equipment. How about
promoting uniformity of all
measurements in trade.
The Weights and Measures
unit in the county has core
mandates of consumer protection and promotion of fair
trade practices. This is usu-

ally implemented through
provision of statutory laws
which prescribe legal standardization of measurements
in trade and descriptions
goods and services. In the
pursuit of ensuring fair trade
practices and consumer protection we have ensured that
all traders’ equipment used
in measurement of goods for
trade are calibrated and certiﬁed for transactions of goods
in exchange of money. This
has been successful since we
publish and circulate notices countywide with details
informing them when and
where their equipment need
to be submitted to testing after every twelve months’ interval. We also conduct spots
checks in the trading points
which are usually carried
out without notice whether
initiated as a result of complaints from the public or not
so that all goods for trade are
packed and sold at their accurate measurement.

“

Karatina
Market Hub
is the second
largest OpenAir Market
in East Africa
and the largest in Nyeri
County.
The market
has spurred
the growth
of Karatina
Town and its
environs and
has also become a source
of livelihood.
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On Enterprise Development
Unit, how much has been
disbursed to Nyeri youth?
The Enterprise Development
Fund has in the last one year
released Kshs 28.3 million
towards facilitating entrepreneurship in various sectors.
Out of this amount, Kshs.
6.3 million has gone towards
youth-ran enterprises. The
money has been released in
the form of aﬀordable loans
that accrue an annual interest rate of between 5% and
7% per annum. In the recent
past, the Enterprise Development Fund has also commenced an Asset Financing
and Technology Acquisition
Programme with the intention of promoting self-employment among the youth.
What eﬀorts has your unit
done to ensure establishment of cottage industries
in the county?

The unit is keen on the
growth of existing cottage
industries as well as the establishment of new ones. In
partnership with the National Productivity and Competitiveness Centre, under the
Ministry of labour, the unit
organized a training workshop at the Nyeri National
Polytechnic last year where
individuals who run cottage
industries were trained on
how to increase their productivity and competitiveness. The unit also provides
trading spaces and stalls for
cottage industries and sponsors them to exhibit their
products in major trade fairs
and exhibitions across the
country and within the county. Notably, plans to hold a
Trade and Innovation fair
are underway. This event
will contribute signiﬁcantly
towards identifying more
cottage industries in the
county and planning on how
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to develop them.
Has the County Government of Nyeri done enough
to create a conducive working environment for business community in the
county including improvement of infrastructure, lowering charges, minimizing
licenses etc?
We have witnessed unprecedented developments under the stewardship of H.E
Governor Mutahi Kahiga in
Nyeri County. The County Government of Nyeri’s
leadership is doing everything within its capabilities
to create a conducive working environment. In terms
of transport logistics, the
government has continued
to ensure accessibility of
diﬀerent regions across the
county through improvement of roads. Such a great
road network is a great busi-

9

ness enabler. Additionally,
lighting and electriﬁcation of
various shopping centres has
allowed business to thrive
and the traders to operate
for longer hours. The stable
political environment has
also allowed businesses and
investments to boom within the county. In regards, to
licensing and the associated
charges, the county government has been pursuing alternative measures of raising
revenue by expanding its
revenue streams as opposed
to levying extra charges on
the already existing ones.
Through out the Covid-19
pandemic the county government has also tried to
remain lenient on payment
of licenses hence allowing
businesses to continue operating despite the hardships.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (centre) with oﬃcers from the County Government of Nyeri, members of the Nyeri County Assembly and the business community during a recent launch of Nyeri Enterprise Fund.
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From left; H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga, The Delegate’s Friend book’s author
Edward Mwangi and his wife during the launch of the book. The author has used
brilliant ideas in ﬁghting early marriages and Female Genital Mutilation
among other key societal issues.

The Delegate’s
Friend book
launch
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was
honoured to launch
‘The
Delegate’s
Friend’ book which
has been authored
by Edward Mwangi.
Mwangi, who is
a member of the
Nyeri County Public
Service Board is an
award winning au-

In brief...
The ongoing upgrading
of Kianda road phase 3 in
Rware ward, Nyeri
town. First and second
phases are
already
complete.

thor who has written
ﬁve books which are
educative, enlightening and inspiring.
The author has used
brilliant ideas in
ﬁghting early marriages and Female
Genital Mutilation
among other key societal issues.
Governor Kahiga

urged Nyerians to
develop a culture of
reading.
Mwangi’s
other
books are; The Tissue Boy, My Friend,
Doctor in a Mirror
and The Delegate.
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16 days of activism in Mathira
East and West sub-counties

PHOTO | JANE BARU

By Jane Baru

T

he Department of Gender,
Youth and Social Services
held the Mathira East
sub-county 16 days of Activism
launch at the Karatina hall, while
Mathira West sub-county’s was held
at Ngorano chief camp.
During the event, young girls and
women were mentored and issued
with dignity kits. They were also

sensitized on GBV issues, reproductive health, menstrual and personal
hygiene, mental health among other
issues.
Over 400 girls and young women
from each of the eight sub-counties,
drawn from every sub-location beneﬁtted with over six months supply.
This program is part of ongoing
eﬀort by the County Government of

Nyeri led by H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga to eradicate GBV in the
county and is being implemented in
conjunction with Center for Rights
Education and Awareness.
The sub-counties launch of 16 days
of activism against GBV, mentorship and distribution of dignity kits
continued on day 14 of the activism.

Tetu sub-county 16 days of activism official launch
By Jane Baru

Following the oﬃcial county launch
of 16 days of activism against GBV
on 3rd Dec 2020, the Department of
Gender Youth and Social Services held
the Tetu sub-county oﬃcial launch for
the 16 days of activism.
During the event, young girls and
women in the sub county aﬀected by
Gender Based Violence or are likely to
be victims of the vice were mentored
and issued with dignity kits. The total
number of dignity kits disbursed were

PHOTO | JANE BARU

104.
Over 400 girls and young women
from each of the eight sub-counties
will beneﬁt.
This program is part of ongoing eﬀort

by the County Government led by H.E
governor Mutahi Kahiga to eradicate
GBV in the county and is being implemented in conjunction with Center for
Rights Education and Awareness.
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Ruring’u ward’s family benefit as
Coro FM celebrates 20 years
By Jane Baru

T

he County Government of
Nyeri through the Department of Gender, Youth and
Social Services joined Coro FM
together with their fans, the community and other well wishers in
uplifting the well being of Mary
Muthoni’s family from Ithenguri
village, Ruring’u ward. The family
of six has been living in a deplorable condition.
As Coro FM celebrated 20 years
since they hit the airwaves, they
have identiﬁed a needy family in
every county whereby together with
other well wishers, they join hands
to contribute towards improving
their well being.
Coro FM’s Wanjiku Thuita together
with the community identiﬁed the
family of six from Ithenguri village

PHOTO | JANE BARU

and highlighted their story on Coro
FM for the whole of the week.
The county government donated
building materials, mattresses,
blankets, food items and clothes to
the family.
The family, community and repre-

sentative from Coro FM were grateful to the county government under
the leadership of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga, for their continued support towards uplifting the wellbeing
of the vulnerable in the society.

16 days of activism official launch in Kieni East
sub-county
This program is part of ongoing eﬀort by the county government led by H.E governor Mutahi Kahiga to
eradicate GBV in the County
Following the oﬃcial county launch
of the 16 days of activism against
Gender Based Violence (GBV) on
3rd Dec 2020, the Department of
Gender Youth and Social Services
held the Kieni East sub-county
oﬃcial launch for the 16 days of
activism.
The event was held at Narumoru
PCEA church hall and later at Maragima Secondary School, Maragima
sub location, where both girls and
boys were mentored.
During the event, young girls and
women in the sub-county aﬀected

by GBV or are likely to be victims
of the vice were mentored and
issued with dignity kits. They were
also sensitized on GBV issues,
reproductive health, menstrual and
personal hygiene, mental health
among other issues.
This program is part of ongoing
eﬀort by the county government led
by H.E governor Mutahi Kahiga to
eradicate GBV in the County and is
being implemented in conjunction
with Center for Rights Education
and Awareness.
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Mentorship:
Pregnant teenagers, young mothers
and defiled girls mentored
The girls were encouraged to be authors of their lives, continue with education and to
speak up for themselves especially when it comes to issues that aﬀect their feminism.
By Jane Baru

T

he County Government of Nyeri, through
the Department of
Gender Youth and Social Services, conducted a mentorship program in Mukurwe-ini
sub-county, as a response to
the rising cases of teenage
pregnancies.
In partnership with Amref, UN Women, Center for
Rights Education and Awareness (CREAW) and Department of Health, the girls were
encouraged to be authors of
their lives, continue with ed-

ucation and to speak up for
themselves especially when
it comes to issues that aﬀect
their feminism.
CECM Gender, Youth and
Social Services Esther Ndung’u particularly thanked
the parents for supporting
their daughters through their
pregnancies and urged them
to be on the forefront of reporting cases of GBV experienced in their home to the
authorities.
As part of ongoing discussions, Amref Health has

pledged to support 27 of the
girls willing to continue with
their education, by paying
school fees for them.
During the forum the 21 girls
and young mothers were given self care kits courtesy of
UN Women and CREAW.
They were also given food
packages by the Department
and Amref.
The girls and their parents
were very grateful to H. E
Governor Mutahi Kahiga for
the mentorship programme
and support.

PHOTO | JANE BARU

Gender CEC Esther Ndung’u (centre) with some of the teenagers and young mothers who were mentored during
the program held in Mukurwe-ini sub county.
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Kieni
West
subcounty 16
days of
activism
official
launch
The Department of
Gender, Youth and
Social Services ofﬁcially launched
the 16 days of
activism against
Gender Based Violence in Mweiga
ward, Kieni West
sub-county.
This is part of an
ongoing program
by the County
Government
of
Nyeri in the ﬁght
against
Gender
Based
Violence
that comes after
the oﬃcial launch
that took place
on 3rd December at Town Hall
grounds.
The girls present
were
mentored
by various facilitators as well as
provided with dignity kits that will
last them between
six months to one
year.
Kamatongu, Amboni, Njeng’u and
Bondeni are some
of the areas that
were also visited
for a similar exercise.

P

14

ISSUE 55 | 07TH - 11TH DECEMBER, 2020

H

O

T O

S

|

J

A

N

E

B

A

R

U

www.nyeri.go.ke | GOVERNOR’S PRESS UNIT | COUNTY 019

www.nyeri.go.ke | GOVERNOR’S PRESS UNIT | COUNTY 019

ISSUE 55 | 07TH - 11TH DECEMBER, 2020

15

