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Governor launches
Covid-19 Prevention
Program

PHOTOS | PETER WANGARI

H.E. Governor Mutahi Kahiga (second right) with some of the fully equipped CHVs during the
launch recently. INSET: Governor presenting some of the equipment to one of the CHVs. At the
centre is Health director Dr. Nelson Muriu. Similar events were held in the sub-counties.

F

By governor’s press team

ollowing the surge of Covid-19
cases, H. E Governor Mutahi
Kahiga launched the Community Health Volunteers (CHVs)
Covid-19 Prevention Program in the
county.

A total of 2,510 CHVs have been
enlisted in this program and will be
spread out across the 251 units in
Nyeri County. This comes after a 10day intensive training on matters of
Covid-19.

He lauded them for their commitment
towards better health delivery at the
household level.
Continued on page 2

Inspection of Nyeri
tarmacked roads

Exclusive interview with AMS
manager Edwin
Mwango

Nyeri Governor inspected the ongoing tarmacking
of Classic- Ngangarithi Primary School- Muthaiga
road in Nyeri Central sub-county.

AMS station is one of the institutions under the Department
of Agriculture. It’s a semi-autonomous institution that offers
mechanization services and has a legal mandate to hire out
plant machinery and charge for the services rendered.

The officers visited the County Government of Nyeri to
benchmark on zoning of products, market management, space
allocation and general management of Nyeri markets.
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Marsabit County trade officers in
Nyeri for a benchmarking tour
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“The County Government
of Nyeri commits to support this noble program
as we progressively work
towards realization of
Community Health Services
goal that states ‘AfyaYetu,
Jukumu Letu’. As part of
our high-impact interventions aimed at combating
Covid-19 pandemic, the
county government has
sensitized the CHVs on
Covid-19 prevention
measures. The volunteers
will be essential in health
education and tracing of
contacts at the community
level more so now that the
country is moving towards
home-based care and isolation of mild and asymptomatic Covid-19 patients. They
will also be instrumental in
addressing the stigma that is
currently associated with the
disease and general mental
well-being of those affected,” noted the governor.
He urged them to continue
safeguarding their health
and put more effort on pre-

vention of the disease rather
than treatment. The volunteers have been equipped
with a kit containing bags,
jackets, masks, sanitizers,
first-aid kit, computer tablets for data collection, job
aids among others items to
enable them serve our communities and families.
CHVs will take care of the
health needs of people at the
household level by creating
health awareness, tracking
immunization defaulters, monitoring pregnant
women for any danger signs
during pregnancy, treating
minor ailments, educating
the public on Covid-19,
contact tracing,screening
for Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) such as
diabetes and hypertension
and linking patients to care.
“The County Government
of Nyeri has undertaken various measures and
interventions to mitigate
the spread of Covid -19
infections and safeguard the
health of Nyeri residents.

ly been commended for being the best in establishment
and functionality of community units during Universal Health Care (UHC) pilot
program.
Health CEC Dr. Rachel Kamau, who was accompanied
by Chief Officer Newton
Wambugu and Director
Dr. Nelson Muriu, urged
the CHVs to effectively
perform their roles at the
household level adding that
they have been well trained
on the various community
modules. She further added
that the county government
through the Health Department is aspiring to progresPHOTO | PETER WANGARI
sively shift the main focus
from ill-health and hospiThree facilities have so far
been designated for isolation tals, to communities and to
empower families to take
and treatment of Covid-19.
These facilities are Mt Ken- charge of their own health.
Othaya sub-county adminya Hospital, KMTC- Nyeri
istrator, Jane Ndirangu,
and Mukurwe-ini Hospital.
We have also set aside over lauded the work being done
300 isolation beds as per the by the volunteers in supPresidential directive. 1, 302 porting health care workers
in the county.
of our healthcare workers
Pastor Francis Muraga, a
have also been trained on
CHV from Majengo Health
Covid-19 and armed with
Unit, noted that the volunthe requisite Personal Proteers are ready to work with
tective Equipment (PPEs)
the county government to
to enable them to execute
their noble duty as front line combat Covid-19 at the
community level.
soldiers with confidence,”
said the governor
Nyeri County has previous-

PHOTO | MUTHONI KANJA
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Governor inspects tarmacked Classic
-Muthaiga road

PHOTOS | PETER WANGARI

H.E. Governor Mutahi Kahiga (left) inspecting the tarmacking of Classic- Ngangarithi Primary – Muthaiga road near Nyeri town. On the
right is part of the tarmacked road.
By Njambi Mugo

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga inspected the ongoing tarmacking of Classic- Ngangarithi Primary
School- Muthaiga road in
Nyeri Central sub-county.
The 1.2 km road, a first of
its kind in this area, is part
of the ongoing upgrading
of roads within Nyeri
town.
The road, in Kamakwa

ward, is one of the access
roads to Nyeri town. The
upgrading of the road to
bitumen standard will
ease the movement of
people and transportation
of goods.
Governor Kahiga noted
that so far, the county
government had set aside
Kshs. 171 million for
upgrading of roads includ-

ing tarmacking, gravelling
and fitting cabros on roads
within Nyeri town in the
financial year 2019/2020.
He added that the county
government is committed
towards improving infrastructure to all areas of the
county.
S. Wanyoike, one of
Ngangarithi’s residents,
hailed the County Gov-

ernment of Nyeri for the
work being done, further
stating he’s grateful to the
county government for
employing local youth
in the construction of the
road. He also appealed
for bumps to be erected
on the road to minimize
accidents in the area.

Innovation in the fight
against Covid-19
A group of youth from
Mukurwe-ini sub-county
identifying themselves
as ‘Rich Innovators’ has
designed a hand washing
facility. The equipment
is easy to use and only
requires one to step on a
pedal instead of touching
the tap or the soap dispenser. ‘Rich Innovators’

consists of 15 members.
They presented the ‘Hygienic Washing Machine’
to H.E Governor Mutahi
Kahiga who in turn commended the group and
pledged his support.
H.E. Mutahi Kahiga testing the newly
innovated hand washing facility from
Mukurwe-ini youth group ‘Rich Innovators’.
PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
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CGN, BRITS
Agribusiness
Centre signs
MoU
By Rahab Muthoni

The County Government of Nyeri has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with BRITS Agribusiness Center for the purpose of offering fast agriculture consultancy services to farmers in Nyeri County.
The call center will be established at Wambugu Agricultural Training Center, where a toll free line will be
provided to farmers which will link them to technical
personnel for agricultural advice, consultancy services
and linking them to the nearest service delivery specific
to their needs.
The county government will be in charge of providing
computer hardware, reliable internet services, technical staff for the call center including experts in various
agricultural fields. BRITS on the other hand will avail
the software system for support of the call center among
others.
The CEC Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, James
Wachihi, signed the MoU on behalf of the county government while BRITS director Grace Muriithi signed
on behalf of BRITS. Nyeri is the first county to partner
with BRITS Agribusiness to provide these services.
The team had earlier paid a courtesy call to H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga in his office.

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

Agriculture CEC James Wachihi signing MoU documents with
BRITS director Grace Muriithi.
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H.E. Governor Mutahi Kahiga (centre) when he hosted a team from the
Ministry of Health in his office, Nyeri town. On the right is Health CEC
Dr. Rachel Kamau

MoH Covid-19
assessment tour
By Njambi Mugo

Nyeri Governor H. E Mutahi Kahiga was delighted to host
a team from the Ministry of Health (MoH) led by Kenyatta
National Hospital CEO Dr. Evanson Kamuri.
The team was in Nyeri to assess the county’s level of preparedness in handling the Covid-19 pandemic.
Dr. Kamuri noted that the MoH will collaborate with the
County Government of Nyeri to equip Othaya Level 6 Hospital with a testing machine that will serve the county and
the entire Mt. Kenya region.
The hospital will also be used as a training centre for health
care workers.

“

Dr. Kamuri noted
that the MoH will
collaborate with the
County Government of Nyeri to
equip Othaya Level
6 Hospital with a
testing machine that
will serve the county and the entire Mt.
Kenya region.
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He also noted that there is a
need to reduce the turnaround
time for collecting samples,
presenting the results and
commencement of treatment.
Governor Kahiga appealed
to the MoH to address the
issue of testing and ensure
the credibility of sample
results. He also noted that the
county government is raising
Covid-19 awareness through
use of local media stations.
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Exclusive interview with
AMS manager Edwin
Mwango

Tell us brieﬂy about Agricultural
Mechanization Services (AMS),
where is it situated and what it does
for Nyeri County farmers? Which
department does it fall under?
AMS station is one of the institutions under the Department of
Agriculture, Livestock & Fisheries.
It is situated along Nyeri-Nanyuki
highway near Gakuya Shopping
Centre. It’s about 13km from Chaka
Town within Thegu River ward on a
95-acre piece of land. It’s a semi-autonomous institution in the sense that
it operates its own funds under the
manager, but in close consultation
with the Chief Officer agriculture.
This is a specialized institution that
offers mechanization services to the
agricultural sector within the county
and the surrounding counties. It has
legal mandate to hire out plant machinery and equipment and charge
for the services rendered for.

farm produce to the
markets. To stimulate
private investment in
agricultural machinery
services entrepreneurship and generate
revenue to the county
government for the
services rendered.
Does the station have its vision and
mission statement?
Indeed, the vision is to be a leading
institution in the provision of improved agricultural mechanization
services to farmers/clients for the
purpose of food security, creation of
employment, income generation and
poverty reduction and our mission is
to promote sustainable and competitive land development machinery
services to enhance improved livelihoods of our clients and resources
sustainably.

Does it have its own budget from the
County Government of Nyeri?
The station has been preparing its
own annual work-plan and budget
which is solely funded by the County Government of Nyeri though not
adequate. However, under the leadership of Governor Mutahi Kahiga
there has been concerted efforts to
revitalize the station by injecting
more resources to purchase farm
tractors, plant equipment and rehabilitate the grounded plant machineries.
Recently, in the month of May 2020,
the station was made semi-autonomous to ensure that the station
operated its own account under the
PFM act. This was to ensure that
in case of machine breakdown the
procurement process was shortened
for effective and efficient service
delivery.

What are the objectives of the station?
To boost agricultural production
through construction of water conservation structures to supplement
water for irrigation, livestock and
domestic use and appropriate land
management practices. To boost agricultural production through opening up of rural access roads to enable
easy and timely delivery of fresh

One of the AMS machinery at work. AMS has a legal mandate to hire out plant machinery
such as this and charge for the services rendered for.
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Can you highlight some of the
achievements of the station since it
was established?
The county government has provided funds to the institution to revive
the ailing institution. The institution
has faced a difficult period but in
the recent past there has been some
tremendous improvement in revenue
collection through the various services
offered to the farmers basically in
primary and secondary tillage operations and bailing services. New land
has been opened up and several dams/
water pans constructed and desilted.
Services have also been extended to
other departments like Infrastructure,
Environment and Sanitation to assist
especially in road leveling and dumping sites clearing.
What are the procedures of renting out
any machinery from your station?
Contact the AMS Manager/ Field officers and request for the services.
Fill in the application form for services
(Application for Tractor and Plant
services).
The applicant is then informed of the
estimated cost for the operation
A field officer visits the farm to access
the condition of the farm before the
operations commences.
Please note the costs can vary depending on the distance from the station
(mobilization and demobilization
costs).
How many staﬀ/personnel are there
in the station? Are they enough for the

work?
Currently, the staff strength has improved with additional new officers.
We have seven technical officers and
three administrative staff. Some more
staff are still required such as plant
operators and plant mechanics.
How many types of machinery do you
have and their status?
We have two heavy plant machinery;
one bulldozer which is grounded but
serviceable and one unserviceable
combined harvester. We also have six
farm tractors four serviceable and two
grounded but serviceable.
What challenges does the station face?
The main challenge has been availability of funds that is easily accessible for
spare-parts acquisition bearing in mind
the associated high costs of spareparts, shortage of staff, lack of appropriate machinery for the small scale

farmers e.g. walking tractors in areas
where the farm tractor cannot access,
High demand for services without
matching personnel and equipment
and unpaid claims for work extended
to some departments thus affecting our
revenue generation.
What is the way forward of the station?
Rehabilitation of grounded but serviceable farm tractors and plant
machinery. This is a top priority this
financial year to improve on our field
services and satisfy the ever increasing
demand and hence improve our revenue base, re-branding our services and
make use of the existing goodwill with
the surrounding community. Working closely with our field extension
officers to mobilize farmers for our
mechanization services. Currently the
catchment area is limited to surrounding farms within the station.
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Nyeri traders laud
governor for renovation of market
By Jackline Gikunju

Nyeri town traders have lauded the County Government of
Nyeri under the stewardship of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga
for the renovation of markets within the town.
The traders mostly from Kanyaago market in Soko Mjinga
market said they are happy for the roofing of the market which
will shield them and their fresh produce from rains and hot sun.
They have a reason to smile following the roofing of part of the
market that had been neglected for many years.
A section of traders said the poor state of the market has been
affecting their business especially during sunny seasons when
their produce would be scorched by the sun hence undesirable
to the customers. The roofing has offered them a conducive
trading environment suitable for doing business in all seasons.

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

Ruth Njambi, a vegetable seller expressed gratitude to the
governor for remembering this lot saying that they are now
expecting sales to go up. “We are very happy that after many
years of being neglected, the governor has remembered us. We
will now have more customers just like other traders whose
areas are roofed.”
Another trader, Cecilia Wambui, acknowledged that they can
now see a difference in service delivery with the current regime
as opposed to previous regimes. “We are very thankful to the
county government for this development; we have been here
many years with no one to come to our help.”
Jeremiah Nyaga , also a trader, lauded the project and called on
the county government to roof the remaining part to ensure all
traders benefit.
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Donation from Nyeri county interns
By Njambi Mugo

Following the governor’s call for well
wishers to join in the fight against
Covid-19, the 2nd cohort interns donated
over 35 bales of maize flour towards the
Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Fund.
The team led by Public Service CEC,
Beth Karimi and the intern leaders noted
that the donations will go a long way in
feeding families adversely affected by the
pandemic.
Governor Kahiga thanked the team for
heeding to his call and for their noble
gesture while assuring them that the food

will go to the most deserving cases.
He also called upon other well wishers to
also donate in a bid to support the vulnerable ones within the society.
For those who wish to donate, they can do
so through the Mpesa paybill number is
400222, account number is 562706#Your
Name.
You can also deposit directly to
Co-operative Bank, Account Number
01141991686400-Nyeri County Covid 19
Fund.
Some of the
Nyeri County
interns and
Public Service
CEC Beth
Karimi handing over their
donations to
H.E. Governor Mutahi
Kahiga.

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

In brief

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

Nyeri MPs From left: Hon Anthony Kiai (Mukurwe-ini), Hon. Ngunjiri Wambugu (Nyeri Town), H.E
Governor Mutahi Kahiga, Hon. Gichuki Mugambi (Othaya) and Hon. James Gichuhi (Tetu) during
a consultative meeting at governor’s office. The governor noted that a harmonious working relationship among Nyeri leaders will aid in the transformation of Nyeri County.
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Relief for Kieni West
fire tragedy victims

PHOTOS | DYNAH MWANGI

Some of the beneficiaries from the 14 families affected
before being handed over their donations. BELOW: One
of those affected by the fire tragedy receiving his donation.
PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga boarding one of the roads machinery during
the tarmacking of Classic - Ngangarithi Primary School - Muthaiga Estate
road in Kamakwa ward near Nyeri town.

Sensitization on
Covid-19 to the deaf
community
By Caroline Kariuki

Amref Health Africa in partnership with the County Government of
Nyeri through the Department of Health, rolled out a sensitization
program to the deaf community from the eight sub-counties in Nyeri.
The exercise was done to equip them with knowledge on how to
protect themselves against Covid-19. They were taken through
preventive measures such as use of sanitizers, washing hands with
running water, keeping social distance and wearing of facemask by
Risper Muthoni, a Health Promotion Officer with the help of two
interpreters.
However, following these directives have been a challenge to them
as they touch their face when communicating as well observe mouth
movement to communicate.
This concern, however, was addressed by S. Madrine, the Central
Region Coordinator for Persons with Disability, assuring them that
the Kenya Pipeline Corporation will help in making special type of
masks with the mouth part opened for deaf people only.
The group was also reminded that the transmission of Covid-19 is at
the community levels as such, the fight against the pandemic is now
a matter of personal responsibility. The participants were urged to
adhere to the rules set aside in order to combat the disease and pass
the information to the community.

By Dynah Mwangi

The Department of Gender, Youth and Social Services together with the Red Cross Society of Kenya
visited 14 families that were affected by a fire
tragedy which occurred recently at Kiawara village,
Mugunda ward in Kieni West sub-county.
The fire whose source remains unknown robbed 14
households living in rentals off their property and
shelter but no casualties were reported.
In aid of these families, the visiting group donated
assorted food items, clothes, kitchenware and bedding among other household items.
Gatarakwa Assistant County Commissioner
(ACC), Brian Kirui who accompanied Social Services officers promised the victims that his office
will take care of registration of the lost identity
cards by the end of the week.
Residents lauded the county government for the
quick response by the fire brigade on the day of
the incidence. They also expressed their gratitude
noting that the starter package received would go a
long way in relieving them of the burden of settling
down again.
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Governor touched by drivers’ donations
By Jackline Gikunju

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

County Government of Nyeri drivers in a group photo with H.E. Governor
Mutahi Kahiga (centre) after presenting their donations.

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was grateful to receive donations from drivers working in the County
Government of Nyeri.
The governor was touched by their noble gesture
which came as a surprise to him. He expressed his
heartfelt gratitude giving an allegory of David from
the bible who made a sacrifice to the lord from the
deepest of his heart. He noted that drivers play a
key role in the county in terms of service delivery.
The employees who handed in 24 bales of maize
flour said that they felt honoured to put into practice
the saying ‘charity begins at home’. They noted
that the burden of Covid-19 pandemic is a joint
responsibility and not one that only lies with the
government as many perceive.

Friends of the H.E.
Governor Mutahi
Kahiga in a group
photo after presenting
their donations.The
governor appreciated
the effort on behalf
of the Nyeri people,
adding that it is not
about how much you
have but how much
you give.

PHOTO | KENNETH NGATIA

By Jackline Gikunju

Friends of the governor’s donation
Following the call by H. E Governor
Mutahi Kahiga for donations, a group
of friends handed in 40 bales of maize
flour to be distributed to the needy
families in the county. This is an effort
to complement the government’s effort
in cushioning the vulnerable people in
the county against Covid-19 pandemic
which continues to bite hard into the
global economy.
Speaking during the event, the team

representative Nderitu Ndung’u said
that the donations will ensure the
needy in Nyeri County get something
to eat amidst the pandemic.
The governor appreciated the effort on
behalf of the Nyeri people, adding that
it is not about how much you have but
how much you give. He reiterated that
this pandemic will not be slain by any
single entity but by unison we shall
overcome. He welcomed other willing

donors to chip in and lend a helping
hand to the needy and pledged that any
donations given to the County Government of Nyeri will go to the most
deserving cases.
The governor insisted on observation
of guidelines stipulated by the MoH
even as cases continue to rise. As of
July 24, Nyeri County had recorded 68
cases.
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CGN, NYS collaboration in youth development
By Njambi Mugo

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga met with a team from the National Youth Service (NYS) to deliberate on areas of collaboration
between the two entities.
The chairman NYS Council, Lieutenant. Gen (Rtd) Njuki Mwaniki reiterated that NYS is committed towards empowering the
youth through integration of the County Youth Service into the
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVETs) so that
the youth can benefit.
Governor Kahiga appreciated the team for their great efforts towards the realization of this programme. He added that the County
Government of Nyeri will continue to work together with NYS
towards moulding the youth, who are the future of this country.
He further noted that empowerment will be done through three
programs. The youth will first be taken through character formation, skills acquisition using local institutions and lastly job acquisition. The first phase will see 100 youth being trained to become
Trainers of Trainers (ToTs) who will later cascade this training to
other youth in the county.

In brief

PHOTO | SAMUEL KAMWANA

Trade CEC Diana Kendi (right) hosting Marsabit County
(Department of Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development) officers at her office in Nyeri town. The officers were
on a bench marking tour in Nyeri.

Marsabit County trade
officers in Nyeri for a
benchmarking tour
By Samuel Kamwana

Marsabit officers from the department of Trade,
Industry and Enterprise Development visited the
County Government of Nyeri to benchmark on
zoning of products, market management, space
allocation and general management of Nyeri
markets.
They were welcomed by the CEC Trade, Tourism
and Cooperative Development, Diana Kendi and
by Ag. Director Trade, Harrison Ngari. They then
visited Mathira East sub-county where they were
welcomed warmly by the sub-county administrator, George Mwangi.
Mwangi together with the Karatina market manager guided the team tour Karatina market Hub.
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga
touring the wards at the Nyeri
County Referral Hospital
(PGH). The County Government of Nyeri is committed
towards ensuring that it continues upholding high standards
of healthcare provision to Nyeri
residents.
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Roofing of Kanyaago market in Soko
Mjinga market,
Nyeri town almost
complete. This will
shield the traders
and fresh produce from harsh
weather.

Chain link fence
at Nyaribo market in Kiganjo/
Mathari ward,
Nyeri Central
is complete. A
new ablution
block has been
constructed to
improve working
conditions of the
traders.

The newly completed Kiharo market ablution block in Gikondi ward,
Mukurwe-ini sub-county.

The erection of the retainer wall at the Nyeri Town Bus Termini
in progress.

The newly refurbished Chinga Community Library in Chinga
ward, Othaya. This is a boost to the education sector as it will
greatly support locals who embrace reading and writing.

Ongoing construction of one of the two masonry tanks at Kiria
Dam in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West sub-county which will ensure
regular supply of water to the locals.
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H.E Governor Mutahi
Kahiga
(infront)
with Nyeri
County
officers inspecting the
tarmacking
of Classic
- Ngangarithi
Primary
- Muthaiga
road near
Nyeri town.

Recently upgraded Karaba Catholic
Church road in Gikondi ward,
Mukurwe-ini sub-county. Drainage
has been fixed to ensure easy flow
of water.

Ongoing contruction of a drainage system Ongoing upgrading of parking spaces using cabros
along the Kariko Catholic Church road in along Town Hall road in Nyeri town, Rware ward.
Chinga ward, Othaya sub-county.

Ongoing upgrading of Maina Kahiga Revelation road
in Gikondi ward, Mukurwe-ini sub-county.

New borderline Majengo drainage system
in Rware ward, Nyeri Central sub-county.

Ongoing upgrading of Githuri Junction - New streetlights have been installed in
Steep Hill Junction road in Kiganjo/Math- Gatugi area in Karima ward, Othaya
ari ward in Nyeri Central sub-county.
sub-county.
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