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Status Report on Covid-19
cases in Nyeri County

The first case of Covid-19 was reported in the
county on May 28, 2020. To date, a total of
26 cases have been reported (12 male and 14
female) all aged between three months and 62
years.
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Tumaini dispensary kicks
oﬀ operations

The new ultra-modern health facility is
located at the heart of Rware ward and serves
as a catchment area for Kiawara, Majengo,
Witemere, Bluevalley, Chania and Kamukunji. Tumaini dispensary started its operations
on June 30, 2020.
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Nyeri health care workers
to receive special allowance

This is meant to cushion the frontline workers
from the hard-hitting effects of the Covid-19
pandemic and to motivate them as they
selflessly sacrifice their time to care and treat
Covid-19 patients. Ksh. 2.2 million worth of
PPEs have been donated to three isolation
facilities in Nyeri as an initial consignment
with a pledge to provide protective gears to
the workers for the next 18 months.
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Nyeri maps out
over 30 heritage
sites

These sites include historical sites, religious sites,
Mau Mau sites, caves, falls and other heritage sites of interest.

By Joseph Wambugu

The County Government of Nyeri through the Department of Trade, Tourism and Cooperative Development has mapped out and documented over 30
heritage sites within the county. Nyeri County is richly endowed with tangible,
intangible, cultural and natural heritage sites that should be conserved for their
value for the future generations as well as developed as tourism products to
create wealth and improve livelihoods.
It is in this regard that the County Government of Nyeri under the leadership
of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga undertook mapping and documentation of the
heritage sites in conjunction with the National Museums of Kenya. Some of
these sites are protected by law as they are gazetted under the National Museums Heritage Act 2006. Nyeri Tourism and Culture Director, Mary Kimamo,
said the exercise of mapping and documentation has many
benefits including a tourism resource database
and cultural interpretation of the sites.
Continued on pg 2.
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“This database will
guide in management, planning and marketing strategy by setting a roadmap for sustainable
tourism development.
The information
documented will
be used to develop itinerary routes
for tourists and
packaging of the
tourism products
for Nyeri County
circuit. This is
important information for tour
operators and
guides when
planning tours to
the region and
for tourists, to
help them identify
best spots in an area,” said Kimamo.
To the investors, the tourism resource
documentation will provide information to them on the potential areas to
invest in the county as recommended
e.g. campsite, resort, lodges as well
as tourists activities like nature walks,
zip-lines, bungee jumping etc. The
local community members participated in the mapping process, created awareness and sensitized on the
potential tourism resources that they
can harness for community based-enterprises in ecotourism like home stays
for job creation and environmental
conservation.
Some of these heritage sites are:
Dedan Kimathi Kahiga-ini site
The Dedan Kimathi Monument is
located at Kahiga-ini in Tetu sub-county. The Directorate of Tourism and
Culture developed the site as a way
of honoring Field Marshall Dedan
Kimathi’s heroic efforts during the
struggle for independence. The site
was gazetted as a national monument
on 9th March 2001 on Gazette Notice
No. 1427.
He was shot on the leg, captured and
charged with possession of a firearm
and ammunition. On the ground he
was shot at and his blood spew, natives say that nothing has been planted

there, as nothing grows at the spot.
Prof. Wangari Maathai
Prof. Maathai developed a broadbased grassroots organization known
as the Green Belt Movement (GBM),
whose main focus was poverty reduction and environmental conservation
through tree planting. She was internationally acknowledged for her struggle
for democracy, human rights, and
environmental conservation. In recognition of her deep commitment to
the environment and climate change,
Wangari Maathai was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 and the
United Nations (UN) Secretary-General named her a UN Messenger of
Peace in December 2009.
Mau Mau Caves, Narumoru/Ndomoboche Mau Mau Caves
The Mau Mau Caves were used by
the freedom fighters as hideouts from
the British soldiers, nursing bays and
stores following the State of Emergency in 1952. The caves are found
at Kabura-ini, Kĩeni East sub-county
and Iria-ini, Mathira sub-county. The
caves served as hospital and/or sleeping place and a kitchenette. Further,
women used to take food and other
necessities and hide them between/or
under the rock boulders for the Mau
Mau to collect. When the British soldiers found the location, they tried to
bomb the caves only to miss the main
cave but managed to bomb a section
that was used as a kitchen. Several
casualties were reported during this
bombing.
Kangubiri Detention Camp
It served as a detention camp and was
used as a screening/ interrogation center. It was one of the forced
labour camps where untold
atrocities were committed
against Mau Mau
detainees.
If one was
labeled

The relics of Blessed Irene Stefani Nyaatha
were interred here at Our Lady of Consolata
Cathedral Church in Nyeri town.

a dangerous Mau Mau accomplice,
they would be sent to other hardship
detention camps like Manda and Holla. If one was found not to have taken
the Mau Mau oath or cooperated, they
would be set free, hence the term “Can
go free”, that was pronounced by the
locals as “Kangubiri. In 1959, upon
attainment of independence, the camp
was converted into a secondary school.
This Mau Mau grave is located at
Gikondi in Mukurwe-ini. Among the
Mau Mau and the senior citizens, this
mass grave site is well known because
of its association with General Gathũmbi. The general was heading a Mau
Mau contingent and fighting from this
area. The British began counter-insurgency operations and in May 1953,
General Sir George Erskine took charge
as commander-in-chief of the colony’s
armed forces. By the time the operation
ended, thousands of Mau Mau fighters,
their sympathizers as well as home
guards had been killed.
Italian War Memorial Chapel along Mathari
road.
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Nyeri Tourism and Culture Director Mary
Kimamo.

The Tree Tops Lodge
The lodge has 36 rooms including a
special room no. 18 known as Princess
Elizabeth suite or the honey mooners’
room. It was originally used by Queen
Victoria in 1959 while Queen Elizabeth
II visited for the second time in 1983
and slept in that room. This significantly raised the profile of the room and the
hotel. The Princess had arrived at the
Tree Tops Hotel on 6th February, 1952.
Later in the evening at about 10pm,
news of the death of her father, King
George VI was conveyed to her. The
following day the “Queen” travelled
back to UK through Entebbe airport.
Blessed Irene Stefani Nyaatha
Irene Stefani took her sisterhood vows
on 29th January, 1914 after training
at the Consolata Missionary Institute
at Turin, Italy. She soon received her
mandate for mission work in Africa
and worked in Mombasa, Kwale, Voi
Part of Chinga dam in Chinga ward,
Othaya sub-county.

and Kilwa. She was later transferred
to Gikondi Mission School in Mukurwei-ini to teach catechism, English and
Swahili. Sister Irene died after contracting a deadly plague from one of her
patients at Gikondi. The beatification
of Sister Irene was done on 23rd May,
2015 which marked the beginning of
pilgrim tourism in the county. Her relics
were interred at Our Lady of Consolata
Cathedral Church in Nyeri town.
Lord Baden – Powell’s Gardens &
Paxtu Museum
One of the most visited sites in Nyeri
County is the Lord Baden Powell
Garden located within Nyeri Town.
The Gardens are the final resting place
of Lord and Lady Baden Powell, the
founders of the Worldwide Scouting
Movement. His gravestone has a circle
and a dot in the centre which is the
trail sign for ‘going home’. Later when
his wife died in 1977, her ashes were
flown from the UK and interred next
to her husband as both were fond of
saying ‘the nearer to Nyeri, the nearer
to bliss’. His last home, Paxtu Cottage,
later became a museum and named
Paxtu Museum, where one can trace his
history.
Italian War Memorial Church
The Italian War in East Africa broke out
in 1940 during the same period the 2nd
World
War was taking place between the
British and Italians. Upon defeat and
surrender of the Italians, the British
allowed Duke Amadeo and his soldiers
to surrender with military honors. The
church houses the remains of all the
Italians captured by the British forces
and the Muslims are buried outside.
The church is located at Mathari, Tetu
a few metres before Consolata Mathari
Hospital.
African Native Court at Ruring’u
The African Native Court houses the
African tools used during the struggle
for independence.
African customary law was developed
out of the customs and practices of the
people in response to their circumstanc-

es and challenges in life. The British
colonial government even without
consulting the area elders-built Kiama
Hall at Ruring’u which was meant to
be used as an African (Native Court)
dealing with customary law cases.
The court had two presidents; one in
charge of criminal cases such as theft
and murder and the other in charge of
civil cases such as pregnancies and
debts. Cases in this court were heard
on Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays.
When the court was not is session, the
premise was used for other government
meetings/functions.
Other areas that have also been mapped
out include; Gura Fishing camp, Kabira
caves, Chinga dam, The Ark Lodge,
Kiandu Mass grave, Mau Mau Mass
grave, Nyakahara shrine in Tetu, Kigera
Cultural Dancers group, flag site,
General Karari Njama, Field Marshal
Muthoni Kirima among others.
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By H.E. Mutahi Kahiga - Governor, Nyeri County

A Status Report on Covid-19 cases in
Nyeri County as at July 16, 2020
The County Government of Nyeri in collaboration with the MoH, county security teams, Judiciary, county departments and
partners is undertaking various measures and interventions aimed at mitigating the spread of Covid-19 and safeguarding the
health of Nyeri residents. These include but not limited to; establishment of isolation and quarantine facilities, testing and
isolation of confirmed cases, training of health care workers, recruitment of additional work force and Infection Prevention
and Control. The first case of Covid-19 was reported in the county on May 28, 2020. To date, a total of 26 cases have been
reported (12 male and 14 female) all aged between three months and 62 years.
Status
Recovered
Deaths
Active Cases

Number
11
1
14

Remarks
Discharged
Not sure if they died of/with Covid-19
All asymptomatic

Distribution of cases by sub-county
Sub-county/county of Residence
Kieni East
Kieni West
Mathira East
Mathira West
Othaya
Nyeri Central
Murang’a
Kiambu-works in Nyeri town
Total

No.
9 (35%)
1 (4%)
1 (4%)
1 (4%)
1 (4%)
11 (42%)
1 (4%)
1 (4%)
26 (100%)

The current statistics are a reflection that our Covid-19 infections are on the rise due to increased community transmission.
In the last 72 hours alone, the county has reported a total of 14 cases from three sub-counties. It is in this regard coupled by
the fact that the national modelling projects our cases to hit 467 in September, that I call upon all residents of Nyeri County
to adhere to the following Government’s directives and guidelines to minimize the spread of Covid-19 infections.
Strict adherence to the 1.5 metres social distancing when in public spaces & gatherings.
Wash hands with soap and running water regularly.
Always wear face masks that cover mouth and nose.
Avoid any form of physical contact (e.g. shaking hands, hugging).
Keep all windows and doors open when in enclosed places.
Avoid sharing of items such as microphones, phones etc.
Screening of all persons entering into supermarkets, places of worship, hotels, restaurants and matatus using an
infra-red thermo-gun.
8. Avoid social gatherings.
9. Those institutions such as places of worship, hotels, restaurants that have been approved for partial reopening to
strictly adhere to the laid down protocols and guidelines.
10. Report any suspected Covid-19 cases to our hotline number- 0717001649 or the nearest health facility.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to thank all our front line health care workers for the good work and sacrifice
that they have demonstrated in protecting and treating our people from Covid-19 infection.

Director
Carol Nderi

Chief-Editor
Joseph Wambugu

Sub-Editors
Njambi Mugo
Jackline Gikunju

Graphic Designer
Kenneth Ngatia
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Kieni West farmers’ Mukurwe-ini farmers’
groups benefit from benefit from cheques
courtesy of KCSAP
KCSAP cheques
By Jackline Gikunju

The County Government of Nyeri in collaboration
with the Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture Project
(KCSAP) through the Department of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries checked on the progress of the
renovation and upgrading of Thiha Sagana Irrigation
Scheme.
The project which is in Mukurwe-ini Central ward is
the biggest project in the department in the past financial year. It is set to benefit over 1,500 households.
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga also handed over
cheques to 16 farmers’ groups from Rugi and Mukurwe-ini Central wards to aid in increasing of agricultural
productivity. He encouraged the farmers to take advantage of the grants and form groups to ensure they boost
food production and value addition of their produce
PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
while speaking to farmers at Rutune Primary School
Nyeri governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (left) with Mugunda MCA Hon.
Joseph Nderitu (third left) presenting a dummy cheque of Ksh. 5.8 million grounds.
to 19 farmers’ groups from Mugunda and Gatarakwa wards.
Mukurwe-ini Central ward MCA Hon. Gatheru Wa
Maaî lauded the governor’s continued support of
By Peter Mubari
projects in the ward and assured him of unwavering
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga inspected the ongoing desilting
and construction of Kiria dam in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West support for his administration.
sub-county. The project which commenced in May this year is
expected to be complete in two months.
Once complete, it will provide water to 1,500 households for
domestic and irrigation purposes hence boosting food production in the area. Kieni is Nyeri’s major food basket and a boost
in this sector will render the area food-secure.
The governor thereafter issued cheques to 19 farmers’ groups
from Mugunda and Gatarakwa wards courtesy of Kenya
Climate Smart Agriculture Project (KCSAP). The cheques will
boost projects undertaken by the individual farmers groups. He
PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
expressed his commitment in revolutionizing agriculture in the
sub-county and pledged to provide a storage tank for this cause. Nyeri governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (right) examining water
pipes of Thiha Sagana Irrigation Scheme.
Other ongoing water projects in the area include Kiahuria and
Nganyuthe.

Kieni East farmers’ groups benefit from KCSAP cheques
By Peter Mubari

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga inspected
the ongoing desilting and rehabilitation of
Lusoi Earth Dam in Thegu River ward,
Kieni East sub-county.
The dam whose completion is expected to
be realised by December this year is set to
benefit 539 homesteads by providing water for irrigation and domestic purposes.

The governor noted that he will work
tirelessly to ensure the project is completed in time. Governor Kahiga also issued
cheques worth Ksh. 17 million to 22
organized farmers’ groups from Thegu
River and Gakawa wards courtesy of
Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture Project
(KCSAP).

Kieni MP Hon. Kanini Kega lauded the
county government’s synergy in ensuring
farmers from Kieni have adequate water
for irrigation and subsequently boosting
food production in the area. He also urged
the residents to embrace agriculture as it
is one of the most lucrative ventures in the
county.
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2,000 litres of sanitizer
donation from KPC

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

Nyeri governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (centre) with Nyeri Majority Leader Hon. James Kanyugo (left) receiving sanitizers from
Kenya Pipeline Corporation oﬃcials.
By Dynah Mwangi

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was grateful to receive
2,000 litres of sanitizer donation from the Kenya Pipeline
Corporation (KPC). This donation is a heed to the governor’s call to support the county’s fight against Covid-19
through the Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Fund Kitty. The
governor lauded the team for the noble gesture adding
that the donation will go a long way in the mitigation
of Covid-19. The sanitizer will later be re-packaged into
smaller amounts and distributed to Nyeri citizens.

Meeting with clergymen
ahead of church
re-opening
By Jackline Gikunju

As Covid-19 continues to spread, there is need for places
of worship to strategize the anticipated re-opening. This
prompted the Inter Faith Council-Nyeri to congregate at
New Life Church ahead of the re-opening to review the
guidelines for resumption.
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga urged the clergymen to
be cognizant of the fact that the virus is at the community level of transmission. He also urged them to observe
the stipulated government directives. The governor encouraged Nyeri people to remain committed to the fight
against Covid-19 pandemic to ensure the battle against the
virus is won.

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
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Tumaini
dispensary
kicks oﬀ
operations
Tumaini dispensary in Rware
ward, Nyeri town.

By Muthoni Kanja

Residents of Kiawara area, Rware
ward in Nyeri Central sub-county
have a reason to smile after the County Government of Nyeri through the
Department of Health kick started
operations at Tumaini dispensary.
The new ultra-modern health facility
is located at the heart of Rware ward
and serves a catchment area of Kiawara, Majengo, Witemere, Bluevalley, Chania and Kamukunji. Tumaini
dispensary started its operations on

PHOTO | MUTHONI KANJA

June 30, 2020. Over time, the number
of patients coming to seek medical
services has continued to surge.
The nursing officer in charge, Zipporah Gacheru, noted that the increased
workload registered is due to the efforts made by the Community Health
Volunteers (CHVs) in mobilizing
the community through creation of
awareness on the same. The various
medical services offered are: consultation, Mother and Child Health ser-

vices (MCH)/ Family Planning (FP),
postnatal clinic and immunization. As
part of the UHC programme, access of
health services by the local residents is
key. It will also supplement the services offered by already existing health
facilities within the county.
Tumaini dispensary is a step in pursuit
of the department’s ultimate vision: an
efficient and high quality health care
system that is accessible, equitable and
affordable for all.

Reusable sanitary towels donations from Cathy
Flans enterprise
By Dynah Mwangi

Cathy Flans enterprise director
Catherine Gitahi and partners donated
pieces of reusable sanitary towels to
the Department of Gender, Youth and
Social Services. These towels have
been proven to be medically fit as they
are washable and sustainable especially to those who have low income.
Girls drawn from Nyeri town slums
received donations of the package.
The rest of the donations will be
distributed to girls at the slums and
informal settlements in the county.
The girls were also mentored by Education CEC Margaret Macharia who
spoke to them on matters self care,
self awareness and self control during
teenage. The Department of Gender,
Youth and Social Services ag. Chief

Officer Susan Kinyua urged the girls
to set goals and aim for them. She also
warned them on the predators who
entice young girls into trading intercourse for basic needs such as sanitary
towels.

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
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Equity CEO Dr. Mwangi courtesy call
to the governor

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

By Njambi Mugo

H

.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga
was delighted to host Equity
Bank CEO Dr. James Mwangi
(pictured) where they deliberated on
ways to partner with the County Government of Nyeri in the fight against
Covid-19 pandemic. Dr. Mwangi
visited the county in his capacity as

the chairperson, Covid-19
Health Committee Taskforce.
Dr. Mwangi lauded the
governor for his work
and commitment towards the fight against
Covid-19 more so, for
putting an emphasis on
prevention measures. He
added that the Covid-19
Health Committee Taskforce is partnering with the county
government to supplement its efforts
through supporting health care workers
for the next 18 months with Personal
Protective Equipment (PPEs) and psychosocial support.
Equity Group Holdings chairman Prof.
Isaac Macharia, who had accompanied the CEO, added that the taskforce
is committed towards an intensive
training of health care workers on how
to handle Covid-19 cases as a measure
towards minimizing the risks of infections amongst the front line workers.
Governor Kahiga expressed his grat-

itude towards this partnership adding
that the county government is committed towards the fight against the
pandemic having set up over 340 beds
for isolation and quarantine. He further
added that the county government will
be rolling out over 2,500 Community
Health Volunteers (CHVs) from next
week to boost the health department
in the fight against the pandemic, with
more focus on creating awareness in the
community.
“We are committed towards stabilizing the county’s economy against the
adverse effects of the pandemic and
to supporting the county executive
through budget allocation towards the
fight against Covid-19. We have also
pushed for The Nyeri Covid-19 and
Highly Infectious Disease Response
Bill, 2020 which will help the county to
be more coordinated in its response to
pandemics,” noted Hon. John Kaguchia, Speaker of the Nyeri County
Assembly.

Nyeri, Co-op Bank partnership on post Covid-19 recovery measures
By Njambi Mugo

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was
delighted to host a team from Co-operative Bank, who had paid a courtesy call
to his office.
The team was represented by Jacquelyne Waithaka, Director-Corporate
& Institutional Banking Division,
Moses Gitau Head-Business Banking,
Silvance Nono Head-Government &
Public Sector Banking, Annie Thagishu
Relationship Manager, Ngumo Kahiga
Head-Marketing and Communication and Samuel Mukiti Relationship
Manager.
They discussed areas of partnership
between the bank and the County
Government of Nyeri on post Covid-19
economy recovery measures.
The two entities will partner in capac-

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

ity building, funding, cushioning of
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
including private schools, saccos
and Corporate Social Responsibilty
(CSR). The governor laid emphasis
on PayCheck Protection Loans to help
businesses that are struggling to avoid
laying off workers, which is hurting the
families that are dependent on those

wages.
Consultative meetings will be held
next weeks to come up with a concrete
plan on how to cushion Nyeri residents
against the adverse economic effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic and execute an
MOU immediately.
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OPINION

| ANDREW KARIUKI

Counties call to action on eﬃcient
waste management

T

he impact of solid waste management is rapidly integrating and affecting counties as we have come to realize.
Challenges such as increased respiratory and skin diseases, increased pollution, flooding and negative economic
impact owing to a decrease in tourism, has been rampant and clearly mirrors the extent waste can take hold if a
panacea is not sought in due time.
According to “What a Waste 2.0 – A Global Snapshot of Solid waste management to 2050, waste composition constitutes
of food and green, glass, plastic, cardboard and paper, leather and rubber and wood. It is estimated that 2.59 billion tons of
waste will have been produced come 2030. This amount is staggeringly high; one-third of which will not be managed in
an environmentally safe manner.
In 2017, many Kenyans lauded the move by government, through the environmental watchdog (NEMA), on policy
formulation by enforcing the ban of single plastic bag carrier menace. However, with the recent census confirming the
country’s population as 47.8 million in 2019, a question is posed to the larger demographic on how to ensure sustainable
waste management in our towns. In his UNEP speech in 2018, President Uhuru Kenyatta urged all citizens to manage
waste through collective responsibility, adding that innovative solutions to tackle solid waste be developed.
For the country to prosper as a healthy and tranquil place to live, county governments, jointly with the national government, must urgently invest in long-term solutions such as law reforms where youth involvement through their dexterity
should be engaged more. Article 55 states the state should seek appropriate measures to ensure socioeconomic and political development of youth through education, training and employment. In addition, SDG 6 offers added opportunities to
women by providing independent working conditions. Secondly, public participation is needed to the citizens to ascertain
their commitment and need in aiding to sort waste straight from their individual households. For instance, the County
Government of Nyeri aims to roll out a programme in the current financial year 2020/21 that will focus on waste management through education and demonstrating the importance of sorting waste at county level, inclusive of construction of a
Waste Transfer Station. Thirdly, through the adoption of the 5 R’s philosophy; Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Reformulate and
Remanufacture. A perfect example of this is where Chandaria Industries attune themselves to recycle paper to make tissue
paper. Also, the glass waste converted to mosaic designs, as is the case when you tour the National Museum in Nairobi.
The public need to understand solid waste affects every single individual globally. This is a call to action to all governments, especially counties, to assist in taking hold of the issue. Citing the 17 SDGs, it is clear to recognize waste management as a powerful tool of sustainable development since it educates the populace on the urgency the world needs to be
able to sustain itself from waste management and result to resource management. It is in my view that all 47 counties can
achieve this milestone, and adopt a waste to energy approach, which in turn will allow for waste to be sorted and distributed to relevant industries to convert to useful material. Also, the need for good governance, longevity in system implementation and accountability by both the citizens and governments while remaining focused on serving their due diligence in
aiding the efficiency in
waste management.
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Governor backs
new revenue
sharing formula

By Jackline Gikunju

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga has called on the
Senate to embrace the third generation revenue
sharing formula. Speaking during a live TV coverage on KTN, the county boss said this is the
high time to correct an injustice. He further added that counties should be allocated funds depending on their population but not land mass.
The governor proposed that 20% of a county’s
revenue be retained by the generating county
as some counties contribute more than others
to Kenya’s Gross Domestic Produce (GDP).
Should the Senate uphold the formula, 29 counties will gain as 18 lose. Nyeri is set to gain Ksh.
600 million, money which according to the governor can help Nyeri set up and equip a level
IV hospital. For the past two years, Nyeri has
been enjoying the ultimate fruits of devolution
and the implementation of the formula will see
more developmental projects operationalized.

Governor meets Water Sector
Trust Fund
By Njambi Mugo

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga met with a team from the Water Sector Trust
Fund (WSTF) to discuss issues pertaining to water funding in Nyeri County.
The team led by Eng. Charles Kanyugo, Fund Trustees Ubah Abdi and
Rose Muguchu, noted that three companies in Nyeri County have benefitted through the Upscaling Basic Sanitation for Urban Poor program (UBSUP) to a tune of Kshs. 41.9 million and were in the county to do a monitoring and evaluation of the funds allocated.
The three companies; Nyeri Water and Sanitation Company (NYEWASCO), Othaya Mukurwe-ini Water Services Company (OMWASCO), and
Narumoru Water and Sanitation Company (NARUWASCO) received
funds to extend water to low income areas, improve their decentralized
system facilities and building of ablution blocks in specific towns.
Governor Kahiga thanked the trustees for considering Nyeri County to
be among the beneficiaries noting that development can only be achieved
through collaboration.
He also called for accountability and credibility from everyone on board,
and urged officers to run their companies professionally.
“I’d like to commend Governor Kahiga for how he’s been managing water
funds in Nyeri County and we look forward to more collaborations with the
county government in future,” noted Madam Muguchu.

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA
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Family MUAC
approach to be
rolled out
By Muthoni Kanja

The Mid Upper Arm Circumference
tape (MUAC) technique has been
endorsed as a quick triage method
in determining malnutrition severity
among children and pregnant women.
A MUAC tape is a bracelet like and colour-coded equipment that is wrapped
around the mid upper arm of a child to
determine wasting in children resulting
from malnutrition.
Initially, the exercise of ascertaining
malnutrition among children between
6-59 months was done by a health
worker.
In this era of the Covid-19 pandemic,
the Ministry of Health in partnership
with the National Drought Management
Authority has adopted an approach in
line with Covid-19 guidelines that will
ensure no touch or minimal contact
and social distance in the delivery of
essential services. The approach dubbed
Family MUAC approach (MAMA
MUAC) is aimed at training caregivers
in identifying early signs and monitor
nutrition status for their children.
The program is set to be rolled in Nyeri
County in August 2020 in Kieni East
and Kieni West sub-counties as a pilot
project. This is mainly because the
location is a semi-arid area and cases of
malnutrition are higher in comparison
to the other sub-counties.
As part of the preparation, the County Government of Nyeri through the
Department of Health Services have
trained Community Health Volunteers (CHVs) and Community Health
Assistants (CHAs) to equip them with
the knowledge that will be passed down
to the caregivers. In a training slated for
in the near future, all caregivers with
children between 6-59 months will undergo a lucrative session on the same in
order to endow them with knowledge in
using the tapes which will be provided
to all candidacy households.

NYEWASCO donates
water tanks
By Jackline Gikunju

The Nyeri Water and Sanitation Company (NYEWASCO) has donated 100
water tanks in support of the ongoing
county government’s campaign against
Covid-19 pandemic.
The Managing Director Mr. Peter
Gichaga said the tanks will be distributed to all parts of the county to ensure
everyone accesses clean water for hand
washing as a way of keeping the virus
at bay.
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga thanked
the company for heeding to his call of
distress noting that the company has

also contributed Ksh. 50,000 to the
Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Fund kitty.
He called upon other willing donors
to chip in as the country goes through
these uncharted waters. “Flattening the
Covid-19 curve is a collaborative effort
between government and private entities,” added the governor.
He also congratulated the water service
provider for emerging top, yet again, in
the recent Water Service Awards. NYEWASCO has been hailed for being the
best water service provider countrywide
for 12 consecutive years.

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

From left; Water CEC Fredrick Kinyua, NYEWASCO MD Peter Gichaga, Nyeri governor H.E
Mutahi Kahiga, NYEWASCO Board chariman Patrick Karinga and Education CEC Margaret
Macharia. NYEWASCO team donated 100 water tanks. NYEWASCO has been hailed for being
the best water service provider countrywide for 12 consecutive years.
PHOTO | MUTHONI KANJA
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Nation Media CEO lauds county’s
developmental milestones

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

A group photo of Nation Media Group team led by CEO Stephen Gitagama (third right) with Nyeri governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (third left).
By Jackline Gikunju

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga held a
discussion with a team from Nation
Media Group on matters of cooperation and collaboration between the two
entities.
NMG’s CEO Stephen Gitagama lauded the county’s developmental milestones especially on infrastructure, noting that the significant improvement is
a hallmark of good governance. While
at it, he congratulated the governor
for leading Nyeri to clinching the top

position in the recent KDSP rating.
In 2019, Nyeri was rated in position
2 and has now emerged at the top in
2020. The Kenya Devolution Support
Program (KDSP) is a World Bank program that supports capacity building
and institutional strengthening at the
county level.
He also pledged that NMG, through
all its platforms, will continue sensitizing Nyeri residents on Covid-19 and
the county’s preparedness and efforts

to combat the pandemic.
Governor Kahiga assured the team
of his readiness to work with NMG
to ensure Nyeri residents receive
information from the government in
all spheres of development. He also
revealed that the county is working
closely with the national government
to achieve the Big 4 Agenda here in
Nyeri.

Donation from Public Service and Sanitation department
By Njambi Mugo

Following the governor’s call for well
wishers to join in the fight against
Covid-19, members of staff from the
Department of Public Service Environment and Sanitation (PSE&S) have donated 100 bales of maize flour towards
the Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Fund.
The staff members, led by their CEC,
Beth Karimi, noted that this is part
of the department’s corporate social
responsibility. She also noted that the
foodstuffs will go a long way in feeding families adversely affected by the
pandemic.
Governor Kahiga thanked the team for

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

heeding to his call and for their noble
gesture while assuring them that the
food will go to the most deserving cases. He also called upon other well wishers to also donate in a bid to support the
vulnerable ones within the society.

Oﬃcers from the Department of Public
Service Environment and Sanitation led by
CEC Beth Karimi (third right) and Chief
Oﬃcer Joseph King’ori (second left) donated 100 bales of maize ﬂour towards the
Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Fund.
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Governor visits isolation centre at Mt. Kenya
hospital
By Njambi Mugo

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga visited Mt. Kenya Hospital to assess
the county’s preparedness in fighting Covid-19 pandemic.
In readiness for the pandemic, the hospital has set aside 30 isolation
beds for Covid-19 patients. The hospital has also designated a holding room and a theatre for suspected Covid-19 patients. The county
government has acquired a ventilator from the Ministry of Health,
bringing a total to 11, with 10 at the Nyeri County Referral Hospital.
Five more ventilators are also expected from the ministry.
Governor Kahiga urged the health workers to focus on buying testing kits and focus on mass testing especially with the rising cases of
Covid-19 being reported in the country and the ease of movement
restrictions.
The governor also visited Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC),
Nyeri which is being used as a quarantine facility.
“We are set and prepared to receive patients at the facility with a total
of 180 beds to accommodate patients presenting with asymptomatic
and mild symptoms,” noted KMTC principal, Daniel Kimwetich.
The county government has also set aside130 isolation beds at
Mukurwe-ini Hospital and is further building a state-of-the-art isolation unit at Mt. Kenya Hospital which will have a 100- bed capacity
once complete.

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

County inaugurates new Alcoholic Control and Licensing Board
By Jackline Gikunju

Nyeri County has inaugurated a new
Alcoholic Control and Licensing
Board in a ceremony presided over
by the County Legal Officer Kimani
Rucuiya.
The board is tasked with the management and control of alcoholics as well
as regulating the licensing of bars.
They will also be responsible for the
rehabilitation and mentoring of drug
addicts in the county. Nyeri County
has already set up a 100 bed capacity

rehabilitation center at Ihururu, Tetu
sub-county in collaboration with NACADA.
While issuing the board members with
their appointment letters, H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga urged them to
impose stringent measures regarding
the place and time of opening bars.
He echoed his concern over the rising
misuse of wines and spirits which have
started operating as bars. He also congratulated them on their appointment

to serve.
Nyeri County Secretary Ben Gachichio advised the members that liquor
control is a great responsibility because
how the team handles the sector impacts on the future of our society.
The board members are Josphat W.
Wamathai (Director), Edward Kimunyi, Maryann Wangui, Douglas Theuri,
Monica Thumbi, Samson Mbugu and
Johnson Muriithi.

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA
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Nyeri health care workers
to receive special allowance
By Jackline Gikunju

PHOTO | DYNAH MWANGI

Kieni West fire
tragedy victims
receives
donations
By Dynah Mwangi

The Department of Gender, Youth
and Social Services visited two
Kieni West families which were
affected by fire tragedies recently.
The first visit was to a family of
three at Mugunda ward where their
dwelling unit was razed down by a
fire whose source remains unknown. Nothing was salvaged from
the house, fortunately no casualties
were reported.
This family received donations in
form of building materials from
the department and cash donations
from the area MCA Hon. Joseph
Nderitu who had accompanied by
the social welfare officers.
Thereafter, officers from the department visited the family of George
Gikonyo, where a house belonging
to his sons burnt down in a similar
incidence at Tarao village, Endarasha/Mwiyogo ward. The family
also received building materials to
help in rebuilding a house for the
three sons.

Nyeri healthcare workers will receive
special allowances effective this month
for the next three months.
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga revealed
this during the launch of distribution of
PPEs by the National Covid-19 Response Board in collaboration with the
Equity Group Foundation, at the Nyeri
County Referral Hospital.
This is to cushion the frontline workers from the hard-hitting effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic and to motivate
them as they selflessly sacrifice their
time to care and treat Covid-19 patients.
Ksh. 2.2 million worth of PPEs have
been donated to three isolation facilities
in Nyeri as an initial consignment and
they pledged to provide protective gear
to the workers for the next 18 months.
Apart from the PPEs, the foundation
will also offer training and psycho-social
support to ensure the health workers will
have the requisite skills to treat and care
for Covid-19 patients. Governor Kahiga
said that 1,302 Nyeri healthcare workers
(73%) have been trained on Covid-19 in

Nyeri.
He also reiterated that plans are underway to procure non-pharmaceuticals
such as ventilators and oxygenators to
care for Covid-19 patients.
Further, the Department of Health has
also sensitized 99% of community health
volunteers on Covid-19 disease prevention. The County Government will be
launching a community health project for
Covid-19 next week, where all the CHVs
will be armed with the necessary tools
needed in contact tracing and community
awareness at the community level. This
initiative will be key as the county works
towards implementing the home-based
care model for Covid-19.
Equity Bank CEO Dr. James Mwangi
lauded efforts by the county to sensitize
its residents and its commitment in ensuring the 300 bed capacity is achieved.
He called upon everyone to put their
hands on deck to ensure we sail through
these uncharted waters victoriously.
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H.E Mutahi Kahiga (right) receiving PPEs donations from Dr. James Mwangi (left), Chairperson
of Covid-19 Health Committee Taskforce. The foundation will also offer training and psycho-social
support to ensure the health workers will have the requisite skills to treat and care for Covid-19
patients.
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The recently completed complete Gathehu ECDE classrooms, in
Magutu Ward, Mathira East sub-county.

New stalls at Gachatha trading centre in Wamagana ward, Tetu sub
county are now complete and operational. This has improved the
working environment for the local traders.

New Ichamara Market in Mukurwe-ini Central ward, Mukurwe-ini
sub county almost complete. This will create a conducive working
environment for the local traders.

New Giagatika stalls in Kirimukuyu ward, Mathira West sub county.
The stalls have improved working conditions for the local traders.

The new Ihwagi Market in Iria-ini ward, Mathira East sub county is
Recently completed Karogoto stalls in Kirimukuyu ward, Mathira
almost complete. This will create a conducive working environment for West sub county. The stalls for traders are complete and operational.
the local traders.
The new Ithekahuno
market shed in Aguthi
Gaaki ward,Tetu sub
county almost complete.
This will ensure traders
expand their businesses
after the County Government of Nyeri through
the department of Trade
improved working conditions.
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Recently constructed footbridge in Kirimukuyu ward, Mathira
West sub county. The foot bridge along Sagana River which
has joined Kirimukuyu ward in Mathira and Aguthi/ Gaaki
ward in Tetu will open up trading and networking of the two Ongoing rehabilitation of Gîtûgû access road in Chinga ward, Othaya
wards.
sub-county.

Ongoing upgrading of Kihate - PCEA road
in Mukurweini Central ward, Mukurweini
sub-county.

New streetlights have been installed in
Mung’aria area in Aguthii / Gaaki ward,
Tetu sub county. These streetlights will
greatly improve security and longer trading
Recently upgraded Mabuya - Kanyua Ikame
road in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West sub-county. hours.

Upgrading of Library-Nyewasco road in Rware ward, Nyeri
Central sub-county.

Recently upgraded Kiawarigi - Kahora road in Karatina ward, Mathira East
sub-county.

