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The County Government is charged with the responsibility of implementing ECDE centers, what are
the achievements so far, how does your department
ensure and maintain quality Early Childhood Education?
Early Childhood Development Education is a devolved function. As a department we have made quite
a number of strides in ensuring that quality education
and especially Competence Based Curriculum (CBC)
is well implemented in Nyeri County. During the year
2018/2019 the Department engaged 800 well trained
ECDE Caregivers and they are all well distributed in
the 435 ECDE Centers. In order to ensure that quality
education and proper implementation of the curriculum, the government has engaged eight Principal
Education Officers from every sub-county who supervise the caregivers. We have also embarked on capacity
building of the ECDE Caregivers through training on
the new CBC.
Over the past two years the department has constructed
11 new classrooms, renovated 23 schools and constructed 14 toilets across the county. Materials worth
Ksh. 8.1 M have so far been bought and issued to the
learners.
What steps is the County Government taking towards
rehabilitation of Vocational Training Centres, ensuring the students acquired knowledge, skills and also
well equipping of institutions?
Since the inception of County Government of Nyeri,
the following VTCs have been funded through construction of
workshops;

Karundu, Nairutia, Gitero, Rukira, Othaya, Giathugu,
Kaheti, Ngorano, Mung’aria, Karatina, Kianduiga,
Watuka, Kimahuri, Kiamathaga, Gathinga, Kinunga,
Kabebero and Gichira. The department has already
disbursed Ksh42 Million for tuition in all VTCs in
2017/2018 and further Ksh 55Million in 2018/2019.
What has the department achieved as far as the Elimu
Fund Bursary is concerned in the last two years?
How do you vet the needy cases?
Elimu Fund Bursary was started in the financial year
2015/2016 through an act of the County Assembly.
Funds are set aside to assist needy and bright children acquire education. The process of identifying
needy cases is done through public participation in
all the sub-counties. In the last two years the fund has
disbursed a total of Ksh.140 Million to over 26,000
students from colleges, universities, day & boarding
secondary schools, polytechnics and special schools.
This includes 60 students who are needy and bright
under the Governor’s full scholarship.
We understand there are Education Directors in each
of the eight sub-counties in the County. Tell us how
they have helped boost education in the County.
The eight Education Directors have been great pillars
in the implementation and supervision of the New Curriculums CBC in ECDE centres and CBET in VTCs.
They collect data and advise the department on the requirements/needs of the institutions in their respective
sub-counties. They guide the caregivers and instructors
on best education practices.
The vision statement for the Sports Directorate is to
be the leading agency in the promotion of sports in
the county including the improvement of sporting
facilities, what has been done so far or is still being
done to achieve this?
The department through the sports directorate started
up by earmarking the stadia and playgrounds in the
county. So far we have upgraded at least one stadium
or a play ground in the eight sub-counties. Karatina
and Gichira have permanent wall and gates which are
complete. Ruring’u walling is still in progress.
In Kinunga the department has done a chain link
fence, an ablution block and currently a basket
ball pitch is under construction. Othaya and
Kiriti stadia have chain link fences. Karindi playground also has a chain link fence.
At Naromoru stadium the department has
constructed an ablution block which has
changing rooms. All this will go a long
way in ensuring that sporting activities are
enhanced in the county.
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tems, etc. We have also been ensuring that information
technology is integrated in all the learning institutions.
Linkages with both local and international partners
have been enhanced. A case to note is the Nairutia
cooking school which is connected with an institution
in Italy and online teaching is taking place.
The county has also partnered with Google to sensitize all VTC students on the Google Digital Skills for
Africa to train youth get new skills for a digital world,
grow their career or business at their own pace, with
flexible and personalized training courses.
Majority of Nyeri residents don’t know that primary
and secondary education is not under your department. What have you done to sensitize them?
Education CEC Margaret Macharia receiving an appointment letter
from Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga recently after her department
was restructured.

Nyeri County like other counties is home to youth
with lots of talents. What are some of the steps your
department has taken to nurture sporting talents?
During the year 2017/2018 the directorate held football
and volleyball tournaments for youth below 25 years
and supported teams up to national level at Makueni
County KYISA games. In the financial year 2018/2019,
the directorate supported Cross-Country at Kabiru-ini
Grounds, Athletics Championships at Ruring’u Stadium, Governors Volleyball Tournaments which had over
50 teams and early this year we held the Cross-Country
Championships at Kaiyaba grounds. We also assist
and support teams for persons living with disability at
different levels.
Before the ICT unit was restructured and taken to
Governor’s office, what achievements had you recorded in the last two years?
The ICT Directorate was domiciled in the department
of education and has been continuously supporting all
the county departments on their ICT needs. We have
been involved in the installation and maintenance of
the Nyeri pay, integrated performance management
system and Financial Management Systems (IFMS).
We have been able to negotiate an MoU with Jamii
telecoms to offer fiber broadband internet to ten major
offices in Nyeri town and ZIZI Afrique to facilitate
provision of internet to Nairutia polytechnic.

We have been creating awareness to the citizens
through public forums such as parents’ meetings and
collaboration with the National Government offices to
educate the residents.
What measures has the department taken to ensure
all children of school going age get enrolled to ECDE
Centres?
The department has been raising awareness about education for all. We have been advocating on the benefits
of early childhood education and through the adoption
of free pre-primary education.
Tell us about the annual Dr. Wahome Gakuru Half
Marathon and the benefits to Nyeri residents.
The Dr. Wahome Gakuru Memorial Half Marathon
was initiated after the passing on of the 3rd Governor
of Nyeri County who perished on 7th November 2017
through a road accident. The theme of the Marathon is
“Enhancing Emergency Response” It was envisaged
that the proceeds from the event would be used to
refurbish an Emergency Response Centre at the County
Referral Hospital but this has not been possible due to
lack of adequate sponsorship. It creates an opportunity
to educate the citizens on road safety. It is a way of
enhancing sports tourism in our county.

Tell us more about Science and Technology’s initiatives in your department.
The department has been involved in organizing exhibition for VTCs to display the various technologies
such as modern building technologies, electrical sys-

Education CEC Margaret Macharia (left) with Nyeri leaders during
the second edition of Dr. Wahome Gakuru Half Memorial Marathon in
Nyeri town last year.
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Attaining excellence
in the Nyeri
Human Resource
Department
Nyeri Human Resource Director Elizabeth Wanjiru
Mathenge and Caroline Wangui Kariuki (Human
Resource Officer) - Payroll, in the County Government of Nyeri were among the 756 candidates who
were awarded certificates for the Certified Human
Resource Professionals (CHRP(K).
The ceremony was held at Kenyatta International
Convention Centre Grounds (KICC) on 25th February, 2020.
The 756 professionals have also been gazetted by
the Human Resource Management Professionals
Examinations Board Gazette Notice No.1390, VOL.
CXX1.1 – No.34, Nairobi dated 21st February,
2020.
The programme will help the Human Resource
professionals in enhancing Human Resource Competency and Excellency in our county and beyond.

Nyeri Human Resource Director Elizabeth Mathenge (centre) with other officers after they were awarded certificates
for their excellence in Nairobi.
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Carol Nderi

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (infront) with Nyeri Town MP Hon.
Ngunjiri Wambugu, ICT CS Joe Mucheru, Nyeri Deputy Governor H.E
Dr. Caroline Karugu among other leaders when they visited the Nyeri
Bus Termini project which is under construction.

An ICT centre to be
set up at Nyeri Bus
Termini

T

he Ministry of ICT, Innovation & Youth Affairs
will establish an ICT Centre at Nyeri Bus Termini
which will enable the area have free WiFi access
as internet is an important tool for communication.
The ICT CS Joe Mucheru who toured the Nyeri flagship
project accompanied by Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi
Kahiga said that his ministry is ready for this noble
project.
Internet connects people, lives, stories, and businesses. It
is a source of information, a social platform, and a business network. The internet has diverse uses depending
on the needs of an individual or the setting.
This will be a big boost to traders, passengers and matatu operators who will be operating at the premises once
the project is completed in the next three months.
Hon. Mucheru also thanked the Governor for the modern project saying it will create employment for thousands of youths in the county.
The Governor appreciated the kind offer by the CS and
promised to initiate more projects for the people of
Nyeri County. 			
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BBI Nyeri validation meeting

The meeting was aimed at collecting the views and recommendations of the citizens of Nyeri on matters BBI.

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga, Nyeri Deputy Governor H.E Dr. Caroline Karugu among other leaders during a BBI validation
meeting which was held in Nyeri town. BELOW: The Governor addressing Nyeri residents.

T

he Building Bridges Initiative (BBI) secretariat
led by their chair Kamau Mbugua paid a courtesy call to Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga
ahead of BBI Nyeri validation meeting which was held
at ACK St. Peter’s Parish, Nyeri town.
The governor called upon the inclusivity of all stakeholders during the meeting including the youth, women
and people living with disabilities.
The meeting was aimed at
collecting the views and recommendations of the citizens
of Nyeri on matters BBI. The
issues were presented to the
BBI secretariat members who
will compile the views and
findings and later present them
for further action.
BBI secretariat chair successfully conducted the training,
which was aimed at educating
the people on the issues addressed by the BBI.
Speaking during the event,
Governor Kahiga noted that
Deputy GoverNyeri residents are fully benor H.E Caroline
hind BBI as it will unite the
Karugu acclaimed
her support for BBI country and through its economic devolution, resources
and called for the
allocated to the counties will
initiative to factor
in cancer treatment, be increased from 15% to 35%.
as it is burdening a Deputy Governor H.E Caroline
lot of people in the
Karugu acclaimed her support
country.
for BBI and called for the ini-

tiative to factor in cancer treatment, as it is burdening a
lot of people in the country.
Hon. Ngunjiri Wambugu reiterated Governor’s mes-

sage noting that BBI will unite the country and proposed that people’s rights to own property anywhere to
be respected.
Hon. Kanini Kega and Hon. Anthony Kiai also fully
supported the BBI noting that it is a good initiative
aimed at bringing harmony. They called for the distribution of resources using the 1 person, 1Ksh, 1 vote
criteria.
Nyeri people proposed distribution of resources with
one shilling, one vote, one person criteria, proportional
representation of votes, guaranteed minimum return on
cash crops and value addition of the same and inclusion
of youth, elderly and people living with disabilities in
BBI.

6

From left: Nyeri
Town MP Hon.
Ngunjiri Wambugu, Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi
Kahiga, ICT CS
Joe Mucheru,
Nyeri Deputy
Governor H.E Dr.
Caroline Karugu among other
leaders during the
Scouts Founder’s
Day celebrations.
BELOW: The
Governor laying
a wreath at the
Scouts Founder’s
grave in Nyeri
town.

Scouts Founder’s Day celebrations
Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga joined the scouts movement and
ICT CS Joe Mucheru during this
year’s commemoration of the scout’s
founder, Lord Baden Powell.
Scouts and girl guides from Kenya
and other countries convened the
celebrations at Baden Powell Memorial Park, Nyeri town where the
founder and his wife Olave were laid
to rest. The event also marked 163
years since Powell was born.
The two leaders also laid wreaths
during the event which was attended
by over 2,000 scouts and girl guides
from around the globe.
Baden Powell is recognized internationally for his selfless devotion
and contribution to the growth of the
Scouts movement which has been in

the front line in promoting diversity
and inclusion of youths.

“Scouts and girl guides
from Kenya and other
countries convened the
celebrations at Baden
Powell Memorial Park,
Nyeri town.”
The graves of the couple have been
one of the tourist attraction sites in
the county.
Nyeri Governor who is also the
Nyeri Scouts Patron applauded the
Kenya Scouts Movement for continuing to nurture young boys and
girls to grow into productive and
responsible citizens.

The Governor who was accompanied by Nyeri Deputy Governor
H.E Dr. Caroline Karugu also urged
stakeholders in the Ministry of Education to ensure that every school
has a scout movement and pledged
his support with a scout’s trainer in
every institution in the county to see
an ever growing and strong scouts’
movement and also help revive the
scouts’ camping sites.
This year’s theme was ‘Promoting
Diversity and Inclusion for National Prosperity’.
The event came eight months ahead
of the World Scouts Parliamentary
Union Conference which is expected
to be held in Nyeri County in October this year.
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Sensitization
meeting on riparian lands conservation in Mathira
East
Officers from the Department of Public Service
Management and Environment held a meeting
with community and administration stakeholders in Giakaibei village in Mathira East sub
county.
This forum involved sensitizing the residents
of the area who border River Ragati on riparian
lands conservation.
The talks revolved around the best practices for
the riparian lands conservation including but not
limited to planting bamboo trees along the river
banks, planting indigenous and environmentfriendly trees that conserve the environment and
prevent soil erosion.
River Ragati is a resourceful natural resource in
the sub-county but it is dwindling at an alarming rate. Due to this, it calls for efforts from all
stakeholders to put measures of ensuring its
sustainability.
Planting of trees along the river will soon commence after all stakeholders are involved.
BELOW: Mathira East residents during a sensitization meeting on
riparian lands held at Giakabei village.

Iria-ini ward (Othaya) MCA Hon. John Theuri during a youth public
participation meeting held in Othaya town. On the left is Gender and
Youth CEC Esther Ndung’u and Nelson Maina, a member of Nyeri
County Budget and Economic Forum.

Iria-ini ward youth
public participation

Y

outh from Iria-ini Ward, Othaya sub-county convened
at Othaya CDF hall located in Othaya town for a
public participation forum organized by the County
Government of Nyeri through the Department of Gender,
Youth and Social Services in collaboration with Iria-ini ward
MCA Hon. John Theuri.
The forum aimed at giving the youth a chance to air their
proposals on how they can be assisted with the county youth
ward-specific budgetary allocation to start or boost self help
projects.
It was noted that most young people present invest as a
group and already have existing businesses and would like
to be facilitated with equipment and tools to help with value
addition or boost and grow their businesses.
Speaking during the event, the Department’s CEC Esther
Ndung’u assured the youth of the government’s commitment
in youth empowerment and highlighted on the county government’s initiatives on youth empowerment.
Additionally, she assured them that her office will be working closely with the area MCA to see that their proposals
have started being worked on as soon every interested group
submits their business plan and proposal.
The youth thanked H.E the Governor Mutahi Kahiga and the
MCA for the initiative which will be beneficial to thm.
Ksh. 1.5Million has been allocated to empower Iria-ini
youth with tools and equipment for business start-up or to
boost their existing businesses.
Among the equipment proposed by the youth includes, egg
incubators and generators, car wash machines, salon and
barber shop machines, mat making machines, wielding machines among others.
Officials from Uwezo Fund, Equity Foundation and Kenya
Medical Training College also highlighted on various opportunities available for youth.
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Health workers training on
emergency care
The training dubbed, The Emergency Care Course (TECC), was aimed at equipping
the trainees with skills on timely emergency care for all.
16 healthcare providers drawn from the outpatient and
emergency department underwent training on emergency care which kicked off on Monday 24th Feb 2020.
This came courtesy of a partnership between Emergency Medicine Kenya Foundation (EMKF) and the
County Government of Nyeri.
The training dubbed, The Emergency Care Course
(TECC), was aimed at equipping the trainees with
skills on timely emergency care for all.
Among the activities the training involved include ;
management of trauma, pediatric emergencies, skills
on use of ECG machine, defibrillation, pelvic binder
application, splinting, chest tube insertion, ultrasound
in trauma, fixing of intraoesseus line and advanced airway management. Thereafter, they sat for an exam on
Friday, 28th Feb 2020 and issued with certificates valid
for the next two years preceding training on the same.
Dr. Tru Mochache, a medical officer and lead trainer
pledged her full support and that of the organization towards realization on the importance of emergency care

through such forums. She also assured that they are
targeting health gatekeepers from all the 47 counties
and Nyeri County is privileged to be the fourth county.
The director of health services, Dr. Nelson Muriu urged
the participants to take full advantage of such sessions
and called them for an initiative to share the knowledge. He noted the department is supportive of the
activities that are aimed at better healthcare delivery in
line with Kenya’s UHC agenda.

Mt Kenya guides and porters safari club training.
>>> The club is formed by local community members and its benefits trickles down to the community.

Nyeri Cooperative officers and other stakeholders in a group
photo after the training.

C

ounty Government of Nyeri Cooperative officers together with representatives from global
communities under the Cooperative Leadership
Engagement Advocacy and Research (CLEAR) pro-

gram held a pre co-operative training session with Mt
Kenya Guides and Porters Safari Club training them on
the importance of forming a co-operative.
Mt Kenya Guides and Porters Safari Club is a club
formed with its main objective being providing services to mountain climbers. The club is formed by local
community members and its benefits trickles down to
the community. The club is composed of 150 members
where 25 of them are women and the rest are men. The
club also offers accommodation to its guests in their
cottages and camping sites.
Present in the meeting was the Director Cooperative
Development who reiterated the County Government’s
commitment in supporting them through initiatives
including capacity building for porters and guides,
among others.
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Preparations of WSPU Africa Assembly 2020 in
top gear
>>> Nyeri takes pride in hosting the African Assembly set to take place in October 2020.
Kenya has been a member of World
Scout Parliamentary Union (WSPU)
since 1990s. So far, WSPU Kenya
has members of the National Assembly, members of the Senate,
members of County Assembly and
County Scouts Parliamentary Associations across all the 47 Counties.
During the WPSU executive committee meeting 2018-2020 held in
Thailand, Kenya was granted an
opportunity to host the WSPU Africa Assembly 2020. Being a home

to world scouts movement founder
Baden Powell and where his body
lays to date, Nyeri takes pride in
hosting the African Assembly set to
take place in October 2020.
The County Government of Nyeri
through the Department of Gender,
Youth and Social Services met with
stakeholders to firm up the committee that is to be involved in preparation of the event. The stakeholders
also deliberated over rallying stakeholders across the country towards

supporting and getting involved in
the preparation. The meeting was
chaired by the County Secretary
Ben Gachichio who assured the
stakeholders that the county government is in full support of the event
and will be working together with
the scouts movement, parliamentarians, Red Cross and other delegates
from all over the country to see
success of the union’s assembly.

Launch of Nyeri women prison discharge board

T

he County Government of Nyeri through the Department of Gender, Youth and Social Services
joined other stakeholders at King’ong’o women’s prison located in Nyeri Central sub-county, Rware
ward for the launch of Prison Discharge Board.
The prison board is in compliance with Chapter 90
sect.112 of the Kenyan constitution and has rallied
together representatives from religious, governmental
and non-governmental organizations. The purpose of
the board is to interview all imprisoned individuals
within the final three months towards their due date of
discharge.
The interview helps the board discover what the inmate
had been through before imprisonment, their experience during rehabilitation into civil life at the prison
and possible identification of a need so that the board
can then accord the individual appropriate assistance
that will help them settle down once they leave the
prison. On listening to individual cases, each member
of the board will pledge the kind of help each will offer
the individual to ensure that their life is not going to be
the same again.
The initiative was flagged off by the County Probation
Director Jane Nyaguthii and kicked off immediately where 10 inmates were interviewed. The County
Government of Nyeri as a board member promised to
continue partnering with the members in walking the
inmates through their journey of behaviour change,
creating awareness in the society to mitigate stigmatization of the individuals once they leave prison and in
offering assistance to help start and establish a productive life.
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