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Nyerians to benefit immensely 
after CGN & USAID partnership

A partnership is a 
collaborative relationship 
between willing entities 

formed to address shared 
objectives. 
Effective partnerships leverage 
the strengths of each partner 
and apply it strategically to the 
challenges at hand. It might take 

more work, and it might take 
longer, but strong partnerships 
build the relationships, shared 
understanding, and collective 
focus to make lasting progress on 
issues related to community and 
economic development.
The County Government of 
Nyeri has therefore partnered 

with the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) with the aim of 
achieving development projects 
that support the promotion 
of inclusive and sustainable 
economic, social and political 
development of Nyeri County.
USAID is an agency of the 

government of United States 
of America that provides 
international development 
assistance in countries around 
the world including Kenya

Continued on page 2&3

Collaboration Currently, USAID supports a number of activities in the county designed to enhance its economic and social development

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga and USAID Country Mission Director Mark Andrew Meassick during the signing of an MoU between CGN and 
USAID.
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This partnership culminated 
into the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding by Nyeri 
Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga and 
USAID Country Mission Director 
Mark Andrew Meassick, which 
will guide the collaboration by 
the two entities on development 
projects that support the promo-
tion of inclusive and sustainable 

economic, social and political de-
velopment of Nyeri.

The five-year partnership will 
deepen the bilateral relationship 
between CGN and USAID.

With the signing of the MoU, 
it was clear indication that the 
County and USAID are desirous to 

establish a mutually supportive, 
collaborative relationship that 
seeks to harmonize the respec-
tive development activities to en-
hance envisaged outcomes lead-
ing to sustainable development.
The MoU will strengthen the 
capacity in coordination and 
collaboration on all matters de-
velopment that is responsive to 
the county’s development goals. 
Some of the areas which pose a 
challenge and are to be addressed 
include: promoting health ser-
vices, increasing food and nutri-
tion security, addressing the chal-
lenges of the youthful population 
among others.
“I commit myself to ensuring that 
this partnership that my govern-
ment has entered with USAID 
for the benefit of Nyeri people 
is fruitful. With a shared vision, 
the partnership will increase our 
knowledge, expertise and re-
sources available to make better 
the livelihoods of all our people,” 
noted Governor Kahiga. 

Meassick, USAID MD lauded Gov-
ernor Kahiga for his great leader-
ship, adding that Nyeri has indeed 
made significant strides in terms 
of economic development under 
his stewardship since devolved 
governments were implemented.

“We do recognize that USAID 
provides development assis-
tance with overall goal of creat-
ing a competitive private sector, 
resilient communities and civil 
society organizations, and citi-
zen-responsive public sector with 
better collaboration to drive in-
clusive growth leading to self-re-
liance.” Noted the Governor. 

Currently, USAID supports a 
number of activities in the coun-
ty designed to enhance its eco-
nomic and social development. It 
has been supporting the county 
through development partners 
develop capacity to plan, budget, 
finance and implement solutions 
to local challenges for instance 
through the Department of 

Officers from CGN and USAID in a group photo outside Nyeri Governor’s office. BELOW: Governor Kahiga (left) receiving medical equipment 
from USAID representative. The five-year partnership will deepen the bilateral relationship between CGN and USAID.
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Health where it supports HIV/
AIDS programs mainly through 
the implementing partners Aph-
ia plus Kamili among others. 
The support includes training, 
support supervision, laboratory 
support and human resource for 
health among others. The Depart-
ment of Health has also been ex-
tended other support on capacity 
building on program based bud-
geting through an implementing 
partner namely Health Policy 
Plus. 

Further, through its Medicines 
Technologies and Pharmaceutical 
Services (MTaPs) program, US-
AID has facilitated a training on 
Healthcare Associated Infections 
(HAIs) and Continuous Quality 
Improvement (CQI) for focal per-
sons in 18 facilities within the 
county targeting Infection Pre-
vention Control (IPC) coordinator, 
focal contacts and maternity in 
charges.

In addition, Nyeri County hospi-
tals received 14 portable venti-
lators from USAID which was a 
great boost to the health sector 
in the midst of Covid-19 pandem-
ic. 15 health-care personnel in-
cluding biomedical engineers and 
critical care workers were trained 
on usage and maintenance of the 
same. 

Another key facilitation from the 
USAID through the Kenya Youth 
Employment and Skills Program 
(K-YES) was the Youth Employ-
ment Compact Launch, a five - 
year program aimed at enhancing 
employability of Kenyan youths 
by training them life skills in en-
trepreneurship training, agribusi-
ness training as well as provides 
linkages to the market, financial 
institutions among others.

Some of the planned areas of 
collaboration include:

1. Alignment of activities 
The participants intend to co-
ordinate and align activities, 
ongoing and future to advance 
suitable development and devo-
lution in the county
.
2. Coordination and Con-
sultation
This involves meetings, audit 
and oversight, work plans, site 
visits, assessments and evalua-
tions, document exchange, new 
designs and East Africa regional.

3. Countering terrorism
CGN and USAID firmly support 
the international fight against 
terrorism and the financing of 
terrorism.

4. Countering corruption, 
fraud, waste and abuse
The participants share a zero 
tolerance of form of corruption, 
fraud, waste, or abuse and in-

tend to immediately and with-
out undue delay inform the oth-
er of any event which interferes 
or threatens to materially inter-
fere with the successful imple-
mentation of aligned activities.

5. Protecting beneficia-
ries
The participants share a zero tol-
erance for any form of sexual ex-
ploitation, abuse or harassment 
of beneficiaries in development 
activities.

6. Conflicts of interest
The participants share a zero tol-
erance for any type of conflict of 
interest and each intend to take 
steps, consistent with their re-
spective laws, regulations, poli-
cies and procedures.

The signing of the documents 
done outside the Governor’s of-
fice in Nyeri town was witnessed 

by Nyeri County Attorney Kimani 
Rucuiya (pictured below) and 
USAID Regional Legal Advisor 
Donald Keene. 

Governor Kahiga handing over a gift to USAID Country Mission Director Mark Andrew Meassick after the 
signing of an MoU between CGN and USAID.
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Story  & Photo | Njambi Mugo

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (centre) with officers from the Department of Gender, Youth and 
Social Services led by CEC Esther Ndung’u (right) handing over tents and chairs to one of the women 
groups in Dedan Kimathi ward, Tetu.

H.E. Mutahi Kahiga distributed 
empowerment items to groups 
in Dedan Kimathi ward, Tetu 
sub-county. 
The items have been purchased 
through the Department of 
Gender, Youth and Social Ser-
vices under the Nyeri County 
Youth, Women and PWDs Em-
powerment Programme. 
The main goal of this pro-
gramme is to incubate an as-
sortment of income generating 
activities into viable economic 
activities for youth, women 
and People Living with Disabil-
ity (PWDs) which will graduate 
into established businesses for 
the social economic develop-
ment of the county.

The governor distributed 100- 
seater tents to four groups 
namely Kigogo-ini Women 
Group, Neema Kairungi Women 
Group, Wakarwas Mothers Vi-
sion and Kiahiti Jikaze Women 
Group to benefit over 100 mem-
bers.
17 wards across the county 
will benefit through this pro-
gramme, while the rest of the 
13 wards will be involved in the 
second phase.
In support of the young talent 
and sporting activities, the gov-
ernor also provided 25 football 
teams with balls and five seats 
of 15 pieces each as well as 10 
volleyball teams with balls. 
Some of the groups include Ki-
gogoini, Huhoini and Githakwa 
FCS. 

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga joined 
colleague governors during the 
Council of Governors Executive 
and Chairpersons elections at Tam-
arind Tree Hotel, Nairobi. 
Governor Kahiga thanked col-
league governors for re-electing 
him as the CoG chair Education 
committee, He pledged to contin-
ue lobbying for more resources 
allocation to the ECDE Centres and 
Vocational Training Centres which 
are devolved to the county govern-
ments. 
During the consensus election, 
H.E Martin Wambora (Embu), H.E 
James Ongwae (Kisii) and H.E Alex 
Tanui (Elgeyo Marakwet) main-
tained their positions as Chair, Vice 
Chair and Chief Whip of the Council 
of Governors respectively.

Story  | Njambi Mugo & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

Ward specific Briefly17 wards will benefit while 13 wards will be involved in the second phase

Aguthi-Gaaki ward groups 
benefit from empowerment 
items 

Governor 
re-elected as 
CoG Education 
Committee 
chair
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H.E Mutahi Kahiga together with 
Hon. Kiruga Thuku commissioned 
the newly renovated Munene Kai-
ru Community Centre and Library 
in Chinga ward, Othaya sub-coun-
ty. 
The centres have been renovated 
through extension, painting, floor-
ing and roofing. This activity has 
been done by the Department of 
Gender, Youth and Social Services. 
The hall will play a crucial role in 
providing a safe space where area 
residents can hold their delibera-
tive meetings. In addition, it will 
be rented out, being a key income 
earner empowering the commu-
nity. The library, being one of the 
best stocked libraries in the coun-
ty, continues to be a resourceful 
source of information and reading 
materials for its beneficiaries. 
Similarly, Governor Kahiga also 
distributed reading, learning and 

playing materials for ECDE centres 
in Chinga ward. He also distributed 
sports equipment to the ward’s 
football and volleyball clubs. The 
teams also received 15 sets of 
uniform with 15 pieces each. The 
beneficiaries are Ngaru, Gichami, 
Muirugi, Mucharage, Kariko, Kiinu, 
Ruiirie, Mbiri, Kagongo, Kiamuya, 
Kairuthi, Kiaguthu, Gathanji, Mum-
buini football clubs and Kariko 
Jeshi. The volley ball teams are 

Ngaru, Gichami, Mucharage, Kariko 
and Jeshi teams. These items have 

been purchased through the De-
partment of Education and Sports. 

Story | Njambi Mugo  & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

Commissioning The hall will play a crucial role in providing a safe space where area residents can hold their deliberative meetings

Munene Kairu Community Centre and Library 
commissioned

Governor Kahiga addressing Chinga ward residents at the recently renovated Munene Kairu Community Centre, Othaya. BELOW: The Gover-
nor distributing sports equipment to Chinga soccer teams and also handing over instructional materials for ECDE centres.
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Non-Communicable Diseas-
es Alliance Kenya (NCDAK) in 
partnership with the Depart-
ment of Health Services in Nyeri 
convened a meeting to create a 
Non-Communicable Diseases 
Technical Working Group.
NCDAK is the national umbrella 
body of all organizations in-
volved in advocacy, prevention, 
control care and rehabilitation 
for person’s living with or at risk 
of developing NCDs. This body 
addresses the rising prevalence 
of NCDs in Kenya by maintaining 
well- established partnerships 
with various governments at 
National and County level and 

private sectors.
Non-Communicable Diseases 
(NCDs) are diseases that cannot 
be passed from one person to 
another like diabetes, hyper-
tension, cancer. The risk factor 
to these diseases includes, un-
healthy diets, physical inactivi-
ty, stress, tobacco use, harmful 
use of alcohol and others.
Currently, Non-Communicable 
Diseases contribute to 39 per-
cent of deaths in Kenya up from 
27 percent in 2014. In Nyeri, 52 
percent of deaths are caused by 
Non-Communicable Diseases.
The technical working group 
will be created by members 
drawn from the county health 
management team, the clergy, 

administration, faith-based or-
ganizations, Community Based 
Organizations like Afya Mtaani 
and people who have survived 
from NCDs, department of agri-
culture which is very important 
in educating the community on 
healthy diets.
The group once in action will 
help in:
• Developing an NCDs policy
•Help in raising awareness on 
Non-Communicable disease 
•Help in monitoring and evalua-
tion and control
•Advocate on prevention mea-
sures for NCDs
• Sensitize on health seeking 
behaviours.

The Department of Health Ser-
vices in partnership with UNICEF 
through UNOPs Kenya, held a 
Covid 19 mass vaccination cam-
paign launch at Nyeri Town 
Health centre involving the key 
stakeholders at the community 
level like JOICFP Kenya, the clergy 
and the CHVs. The campaign is 
set to run for a period of 10 days 
commencing from 28th January 
2022 to 8th February 2022, in all 
the wards across all the eight 
sub-counties. 
The Department has so far 
reached 238,823 persons for the 
1st dose vaccination, while 182,810 
have completed the 2nd dose vac-
cination across the county with 
4722 having received a booster 
dose. This accounts for 54.2% cov-
erage for 1st dose and 41% for the 
population fully vaccinated.
The target population for the 
campaign is 56,103 persons in the 
county, who have not yet received 
a single dose since the vaccine was 
rolled out in March 2020.
The Department would wish to re-
quest all residents of Nyeri County 
to avail themselves for this noble 
vaccination exercise.

Health VaccinationIn Nyeri, 52 percent of deaths are caused by Non-Communicable Diseases

Establishment of NCDs technical 
working group in Nyeri

Mass covid-19 
vaccination 
campaign 
launch

Officers from the Non-Communicable Diseases Alliance Kenya (NCDAK) and Department of Health 
Services during a meeting to create a Non - Communicable Diseases Technical Working Group.

Story & Photo | Catherine Muthoni
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At Gichira stadium, H.E Governor 

Mutahi Kahiga was delighted to 
hand over sporting items to var-
ious teams drawn from various 

villages in Aguthi-Gaaki ward. 
Through the Department of Ed-
ucation and Sports, the County 

Government of Nyeri handed over 
20 volleyball balls, 25 soccer balls 
to 10 football clubs and 8 volley-
ball clubs respectively and 9 sets 
of uniform to the football teams.
So far, 25 football teams in the 
locality have benefitted from 
uniform kits, as some were dis-
tributed earlier. More uniform 
kits for volleyball teams will be 
distributed soon. Area MCA Stan-
ley Wakibia assured the residents 
that he will continue his endeav-
ours of uplifting livelihoods in 
this ward.
The County Government of Nyeri 
has also commissioned a perime-
ter wall at Gichira stadium.
The County Government is com-
mitted to continuing to strength-
en sports to support young talent 
as well as aid the youth to engage 
in productive activities and stay 
away from vices such as sub-
stance abuse and crime.

Sports So far, 25 football teams in the locality have benefitted from uniform kits, as some were distributed earlier

Governor issues out sports kits in Gichira

Story | Njambi Mugo  & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

The County Government on Nyeri 
through the Department of Gender, 
Youth & Social Services has contin-
ued to respond in aid of fire tragedy 
victims in the County.
Officers from the department in 
conjuction with the Kenya Redcross 
Nyeri, visited 10 families who were hit 
by a fire tragedy.
The fire razed down their houses, 
rendering the 10 families homeless. 
Nothing was rescued from their 

houses; fortunately, no casualties 
were reported.
In aid of these families, they donated 
assorted foodstuffs, clothes, blan-
kets, kitchen sets, water Jerricans 
among other items.
Through the Department of Gender, 
Youth and Social Services, the fam-
ilies will be assisted to replace their 
certificates and other personal docu-
ments which were razed down.

Aid for Naromoru fire tragedy 
victims

Aid The fire razed down houses, rendering 10 families homeless 

Story | Carol Nderi & Photo | Kennedy Karanja
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Nyeri Governor H.E. Mutahi Kahiga together 
with Chinga MCA Hon. Kiruga Thuku have 
commissioned Matiriongo bridge in Chinga 
ward, Othaya.
The double box culvert done by the Depart-
ment of Transport, Infrastructure & Energy 
has improved connectivity and accessibility 
between the villages of Ngaru and Mucharage, 
which are next to Aberdare Forest. The bridge 
provides passage across River Chinga. 
A resident, Lucy Wamuyu thanked Governor 

Kahiga for the bridge since local farmers are 
able to access markets of their produce. It will 
significantly improve passage especially for 
tea farmers, which is the main cash crop for 

area residents, as they can now access their 
tea trading centres. 
The residents were earlier using a metallic 
footbridge which was not motorable. 

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahi-
ga has commissioned Ha Kamune 
bridge in Chinga ward, Othaya 
sub-county. 
The bridge, which has never been 
in existence since time immemo-
rial has now tremendously im-
proved accessibility and connec-
tivity especially for the residents 
of Karuthi and Kiamuya who can 
now interact easily and engage in 
economic activities. 
Governor Kahiga noted that his 
government is committed to im-
proving infrastructure in a bid 
to open up the county, creating 
room for socialization and eco-
nomic activities to thrive. 

Story |Joseph Wambugu & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

Transport

Chinga ward

The residents were earlier using a metallic footbridge. The bridge provides passage across River Chinga

The bridge,  never been in existence since time immemorial has now tremendously improved accessibility 

Governor 
commissions 
Matiriongo 
bridge

Commissioning of Ha Kamune bridge
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The Department of Water, Irriga-
tion, Environment and Climate 
Change, in collaboration with Ken-
ya Forest Research Institute (KE-
FRI) marked the World Wetlands 
Day by planting 50 bamboos at 
Karie Factory Wetland in Mathira 
West Sub- County. 
World Wetlands Day is celebrated 
every year on the 2nd February in 
different part parts of the world 
with the aim to raise global aware-
ness about the significance of wet-
lands. World Wetlands Day marks 
the date of the Convention on Wet-
lands adoption which was adopted 
on 2nd February in the year 1971 
in Ramsar, Iran. This year’s theme 
wasa “Wetland Action for People 
and Nature” with the national cel-
ebration being held in Ondiri Wet-

land in Kiambu County.
In addition to the planting activity, 

the community was sensitized on 
the need for wetland conservation 

and the importance of planting 
bamboo in riparian land.

H.E Mutahi Kahiga commissioned the Kirim-
ukuyu-Aguthi footbridge in Ndunduguthu area 
of Ithekahuno, Tetu sub-county.
Accompanied by Aguthi-Gaaki MCA Stanley 
Wakibia, Governor Kahiga said commissioning 
the footbridge would enhance interconnec-
tivity between the two regions and this would 
boost growth and progress through transpor-
tation of both people and goods particularly 
agricultural produce. 
The bridge that spans 40 meters was complet-
ed in two phases and provides a safe passage 
across River Sagana.

Tree planting

Footbridge

The community was also sensitized on wetland conservation and the importance of planting bamboo in riparian land

The bridge that spans 40 meters was completed in two phases and provides a safe passage across River Sagana

World 
Wetlands Day 
celebrations

Enhancing access through infrastructure
Story | Carol Nderi & Photo | Kennedy Karanja
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga visited the 52 fami-
lies whose homes were razed 
down by fire at Kiawara in 
Nyeri town. 

The fire burnt down their 
houses rendering the fam-
ilies homeless, fortunately, 
no casualties were reported. 

In aid of the families, the 
County Government of Nyeri 
through the Department 
of Gender, Youth and Social 
Services donated assorted 
items inclusive of maize 

flour, cooking oil, beans, rice 
and clothes.

Red Cross county co-ordi-
nator Rose Muriithi pledged 
to continue supporting the 
county government in emer-
gency response services. 

The Red Cross team also do-
nated some blankets, kitch-
en sets, mosquito nets, bar 
soaps and collapsible water 
jerry cans. 

Aid 52 homes were razed down by fire in Nyeri town

Aid for Kiawara fire 
victims
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H.E Mutahi Kahiga distribut-
ed 4,000 chicks to 32 self-help 
groups at Karatina Stadium in 
Karatina ward, Mathira East 
sub-county.

The one-month-old Kari Kienyeji 
chicks which have been procured 
through the Department of Agri-
culture, Livestock and Fisheries 
will be distributed to women, 
men, youth and PWDs groups 
drawn from across Mathira 
sub-county.

This move is in a bid to empower 
them to not only earn them an 
income, create employment op-

portunities but also to contribute 
to more stable and peaceful soci-

eties. 
So far, the department has dis-

tributed over 32,000 chicks to self 
help groups across the county. 

H.E Mutahi Kahiga celebrated the 
International Day of Education 
with teachers and parents of 
Ihururu Primary School in Dedan 
Kimathi ward. 

The day is marked on January 
24th, with this year’s theme be-
ing ‘Changing course, Transform-
ing Education’. 
Governor Kahiga distributed 
water tanks, books and desks 

to the school in a bid to improve 
the learning environment for the 
learners. He further noted that 
the county government will soon 
start issuing out bursaries to stu-
dents from vulnerable homes. 
Other efforts which have been 
done in the education sector for 
the last four years include: pro-
viding bursaries, hiring of over 
800 ECDE teachers, building 
and rehabilitating of ECDE cen-
tres, providing reading and play 
materials for ECDE learners and 
injecting financial and material 
resources in the VTCs across the 
county. 
Tetu MPs office will also donate 
four water tanks to the school. 

Poultry farming

Education

So far, the department has distributed over 32,000 chicks to self help groups across the county

The day is marked on January 24th, with this year’s theme being ‘Changing course, Transforming Education’ 

Governor distributes 4,000 chicks in Mathira East 
sub-county
Story | Mary Lynn & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

Story | Njambi Mugo & Photo | Kennedy KaranjaInternational
Day of
Education
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Sanitary pads programme

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahia is cognizant of the ad-
verse effects caused by cli-
mate change across the globe, 
hence why he’s championing 
for the incorporation of re-
newable energy sources such 
as biogas systems in Nyeri 
residents’ everyday activities.

With the support of 
Aguthi-Gaaki MCA Hon. Stan-
ley Wakibia, the County Gov-
ernment has installed the bio-
gas systems to 22 families in 
this ward, where it was pilot-
ed. One beneficiary, Nicholas 
Mwangi, a small-scale farmer 
from Kangaita in Aguthi Gaa-
ki ward, Tetu sub-county ex-
pressed his gratitude for the 
instalment of a home biogas 

system which has not only 
simplified household chores 
for his family but has also 
saved them from the daunting 
task of firewood collection. 
These are the kind of positive 
stories and impactful de-
velopments that the Gover-
nor-Kahiga led administration 
is aiming to achieve within all 
households in Nyeri. 

Research shows that 65% of Kenyan 
women and girls are unable to afford 
basic sanitary pads. 

The period poverty undermines wom-
en and girls’ enjoyment of fundamen-
tal human rights and robs them off the 
opportunity to thrive. The grave lack of 
sanitary products continues to push 
the underprivileged menstruating 
girls out of school.

The County Government of Nyeri 
through the Department of Gender, 
Youth and Social Services in partner-
ship with Kiini Sustainable Initiative 
issued reusable sanitary towels to 300 
teenagers and young mothers in Giko-
mo, Kiawara, Kwangurue and Chaka in-
formal settlements. They were further 
trained on menstrual hygiene, repro-
ductive health and sensitized against 
sexual and gender-based violence. 

The CEC Esther Ndung’u encour-
aged the girls to work hard in order 
to achieve their dreams. She further 
thanked Kiini Sustainable Initiative 
for their support through their girl’s 
equality project and observed that this 
initiative will go a long way in helping 
the teenage girls and young mothers 
build their confidence and dignify their 
lives.

The Kiini Sustainable Initiative CEO 
Phyllip Kabiru while lauding the coun-
ty government for the Initiative prom-
ised to continue partnering with the 
department in order to reach more and 
more needy girls and dignify their lives.

Story | Njambi Mugo  & Photo | Kennedy 

Karanja

Biogas project With the support of MCA, the CGN has installed biogas systems to 22 families

Promoting green energy in 
Nyeri County

Ending period 
poverty 
campaign 

Governor Kahiga visited one of the families in Aguthi- Gaaki ward, Tetu which benefited with 
the biogas project. 


