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Education and Sports CEC Margaret Macharia 
disbursed over 200 cheques to beneficiaries of 
Elimu Bursary Funds ahead of schools re-open-
ing. 
The needy students were some of those who 
missed the funds during the last disbursement of 
the Kshs. 40 million where over 11,000 students 
benefitted. 
After the disbursement in July, the Department 
of Education and Sports came up with a list of 
the most deserving cases that missed in the pro-
gramme and have now been brought on board. 
The students drawn from various secondary 
schools, colleges and universities were handed 
the cheques by the CEC at the Governor’s Office. 

Over 200 students benefit from Elimu Bursary

In the latest review, Nyeri County surpassed 
several targets that were set for the counties 
that the project is being implemented in.

Story on page 3

Nyeri retains position one 
in KCSAP

Cognizant of the adverse effects caused 
by climate change across the globe, 
there has been a need to incorporate 
renewable energy sources into our 
everyday activities. These kinds of 
energy sources which have gained both 
local and global momentum not only 
meet the energy demand in a sustainable, 
reliable and affordable manner but also 
protect the environment. One type of 
this kind of energy is the biogas system, 
as such; it has been adopted by many 

people because it is a cheap and clean 
source of energy.  

The County Government of Nyeri under 
the leadership of H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga has endeavored to protect the 
environment as well as transform the 
lives of its residents through building 
such innovate bio-digesters for their 
fuel needs. 

Continued on page 2 & 3

One home, 
one biogas 

project

Transformation
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This project, under the ward specific 
projects, was piloted in Aguthi Gaaki 
ward, Tetu sub-county in the financial 
year 2019/2020, benefitting 5 families. 
The total cost was Kshs. 1M. Follow-
ing the project’s success, it has since 
been rolled out to another 17 families 
in the financial year 2020/21, through 
the Department of Transport, Public 
works, Infrastructure and Energy at 
a total cost of Kshs. 3.39 M. The se-
lection of beneficiaries for the second 
phase was done through balloting, 
with the beneficiaries only having to 
purchase a cooker. 

Area MCA Hon. Stanley Wakibia not-
ed that following the successful im-
plementation of the first phase of bio 
gas production in 2020, he lobbied for 
more funds to build additional home 
biogas systems for 17 families through 
the ward specific projects. 

“The dependence on firewood fuel 
for cooking by the residents of Aguthi 
Gaaki poses an environmental chal-
lenge capable of aggravating the ef-
fects of climate change. As a result, we 
are helping rural households switch to 
biogas systems because it is renew-
able, eco-friendly and affordable to 
them. Moreover, biogas residue pro-
vides organic fertilizer which is way 
better than inorganic fertilizer. With 
only one cow, a farmer will get milk, 
manure and fuel,” said Hon. Wakibia.

Beneficiaries of this project have laud-
ed the County Government of Nyeri 
noting that their lives have been sig-
nificantly transformed.

Joshua Maina from Gititu thanked 
Governor Kahiga and Hon. Wakibia 
for installing a biogas project for their 
family noting that it is a cheap and an 
eco-friendly source of energy.

“The biogas has saved us money. We 
previously used to purchase firewood 

and this means we don’t cut down trees 
hence conserving the environment. To 
sustain the production of biogas, you 
only need cow dung which is readily 
available. Further, we use the waste 
products to plant vegetables like spin-
ach and kales which have improved 
our nutrition,” added Maina.

Loise Wanjiku, another beneficiary 
from Kangaita expressed her gratitude 
to the County Government of Nyeri 
led by Governor Kahiga for such an in-
novative project which has improved 
their lives.

“I have been using this project for 
two weeks now and I can testify how 
good it is. As a woman, it has not only 
simplified household chores such as 
cooking for me but it has also saved 
me from the daunting task of firewood 
collection. I have also grown some 
vegetables using waste product from 
the biogas production, which has im-
proved the nutrition status for my fam-
ily,” added Loise.

Another beneficiary from Ithekahuno, 
John Macharia noted that the residents 
of Aguthi Gaaki agreed on biogas proj-

ect following a public participation 
exercise in the ward. He expressed 
his gratitude to Governor Kahiga and 
Hon. Wakibia for this project which 
has significantly benefitted not only 
his family but also the larger commu-
nity.

“By using energy from biogas produc-
tion, it has notably reduced our house-
hold expenses such as buying of fire-
wood as well as minimized the number 
of gas refilling as we mostly use the 
biogas for cooking,” he noted.

Cecilia Wangari from Thage-ini vil-
lage thanked the county government 
for installing the biogas project for 
her noting that it has changed her life. 
Cecilia added that it has eased her suf-
fering by cutting costs she used to pur-
chase firewood. More importantly, it 
has prevented her from being exposed 
to smoke anymore, which she added 
has had such negative implications to 
her eyesight.

“I am happy now because I can cook 
my food comfortably without disturb-
ing my grandchildren. I wish to thank 
our governor and the MCA for their 

collaboration which has seen such an 
innovative project come into fruition 
and pray to God to continue blessing 
them,” noted Cecilia.

The department’s CEC, Kariuki 
Muthui acknowledged that the county 
government has embraced the use of 
renewable sources of energy such as 
biogas and solar power as they are a 
cleaner and efficient form hence con-
serving the environment.

“Once people learned of the benefits of 
the biogas digesters, for instance being 
an inexpensive source of energy be-
cause it only requires a farmer to have 
only one cow to set up, they have since 
embraced them,” he said.

Indeed, the County Government of 
Nyeri is committed to conserving the 
environment by embracing eco-friend-
ly sources of energy, with zero emis-
sions into the atmosphere, hence a 
great way of combating global warm-
ing. Subsequently, through incorporat-
ing home biogas systems, it will reduce 
the number of trees cut down, conserv-
ing the forest coverage, which current-
ly stands at 38% in Nyeri County.
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Nyeri retains position one in KCSAP

Employability soft skills training for TVET graduates 

Nyeri County emerged position one 
out of 24 counties yet again during 
the 6th County Review Outstanding 
Performance for the Kenya Climate 
Smart Agriculture Project (KCSAP). 
This win comes after Nyeri Coun-
ty was also named top of the list for 
the same outstanding performance in 
March 2020.

In the latest review, Nyeri County 
surpassed several targets that were set 
for the counties that the project is be-
ing implemented in.

Nyeri County’s achievements so far 
include;
1. Supporting 320 groups in Nyeri to 
adopt improved technologies, inno-
vations and management practices to 
the tune of Ksh 266.7 million.
2. Enhancing Irrigation infrastructure 
through some 13 sub-projects to the 
tune of Ksh 248.5 million.
3. Supporting three producer organi-
sations in dairy and potato to the tune 
of Ksh 40 million. 
4. Mobilising 3 new producer cooper-
atives whose Enterprise Development 

Plans we are going to fund.
5. Recruiting and training 543 lead 
farmers who are going to be support-
ing us to deliver extension across dif-
ferent value chains among others.

The programme is being implement-
ed in three sub-counties: Kieni East, 
Kieni West and Mukurwe-ini. H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga has so far 
commissioned projects like Kiria 
Dam in Gatarakwa ward, Lusoi Earth 
Dam in Thegu River ward, Thiha/Sa-
gana Irrigation Scheme in Rugi and 
Mukurwe-ini Central wards as well as 
issued out cheques to farmers’ groups 
and establishments such as Kieni 
Dairy.

The Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture 
Project (KCSAP) is a Government of 
Kenya project jointly supported by 
the World Bank. Its objective is to in-
crease agricultural productivity and 
enhance resilience /coping mecha-
nisms to climate change risks in the 
targeted small holder farming and 
pastoral communities in Kenya.

Employers around the world complain 
that youth lack the soft skills needed for 
success in the workplace. 
In response, the County Government of 
Nyeri through the Department of Gen-
der, Youth and Social Services part-
nered with Help Self Help Centre orga-
nized a two-day training for 250 youth 
in Nyeri County on employability soft 
skills.
The training hoped to empower young 
TVET/VTC graduates to build skills 
and opportunities through social inno-
vation and social entrepreneurship. By 
the end of the training, the youth ac-
quired relevant skills for the job mar-
ket, self-confidence, awareness and 
self-actualization, and to also identify 
unique innovations. 
The training commenced on 29th Sep-
tember in all the eight sub counties and 
was funded by the Finnish Embassy. 
Upon the successful completion of the 
training, the participants were awarded 
a certificate in recognition of their add-
ed skills.

Nyeri surpassed several targets set for the counties that the project is being implemented in

The training empowered graduates to build skills and opportunities through social innovation and entrepreneurship

Officers from the Department of Gender, Youth & Social Services and officials from the Help Self Help Centre 
during  a two-day training on employability soft skills.
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CGN acquires state-of-the-art ambulances

Mental health sensitization in Nyeri County

The County Government of Nyeri has 
acquired state-of-the art ambulances 
which will go a long way in saving more 
lives in this era of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.

The ambulances which were flagged off 
by Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga will 
be added to the fleet of 14 others which 
were purchased in the year 2013.

The new acquisitions flagged off have 
a portable suction machine, portable 
oxygen cylinder with wall mounted 
oxygen regulators, ECG monitor with 
defibrillator, bag valve mask for adults 
and children, auto-loading stretcher and 
mattress, spine board, trauma kit, folding 
stretcher, laryngoscope set, adjustable 
cervical collar and first aid kit.

The vehicles will aid in rushing off pa-
tients from one medical facility to the 
other. They will be stationed in major 
hospitals in Nyeri County particularly at 
this time of rising cases of Covid-19.

“The two modern ambulances are well 
equipped and modified like mini Inten-
sive Care Units (ICU) and completely 
installed with oxygen. They are also 
more user friendly compared with others 
which were procured eight years ago,” 
noted the governor.

They are Toyota Land Cruiser brands 

which are very hardy for the roads in ru-
ral areas. The personnel to be manning 
the vehicles have already been trained.

The two vehicles have been acquired at a 
cost of Kshs. 19 million through the De-
partment of Health Services. Each am-
bulance is worth Kshs. 9.5 million.

Governor Kahiga said two more ambu-
lances have already been procured and 
will be arriving in the county soon.

According to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), Kenya is ranked 
as the sixth among African countries 
with high rates of depression, sub-
stance abuse and anxiety.

Further, research done by the Min-
istry of Health states that one in ev-
ery four Kenyans suffer from mental 
health illness. Nyeri County accord-
ing to WHO ranks 4th in place with 

mental issues being the leading cause 
of suicides. This makes mental health 
a critical issue that needs to be ad-
dressed. 

More over, the persistent Covid-19 
pandemic has escalated the mental 
health cases reported due to issues 
such as economic constraints, be-
reavement and fear of the disease. 

To mitigate this, the Department of 
Gender, Youth and Social Services, 
in close collaboration with the De-
partment of Health, HERAF and oth-
er civil societies organised a mental 
health sensitisation forum for social 
welfare officers in Nyeri County. The 
officers will trickle down the same in-
formation to Nyeri residents. 

In addition, the knowledge gained will 
help social welfare officers in identi-
fying and managing mental health ill-
ness even at the grassroot level.

The ambulances have a portable suction machine, portable oxygen cylinder, ECG monitor with defibrillator auto-loading stretcher etc
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Research done by the MoH states that one in every four Kenyans suffer from mental health illness
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Nyeri was ranked third out of the 15 ABDP implementing counties 

Fish feeds flagged off at Hohwe dam

Commissioning 
of Lusoi Earth 
Dam project

The fisheries sector plays a significant 
role in socio-economic development 
including revenue generation, job 
creation as well as contributes to food 
security. 
For this reason, the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri in collaboration 
with the Aquaculture Business De-
velopment Programme (ABDP) has 
launched several initiatives geared 
towards supporting the sector such 
as restocking of dams, fish ponds and 
supporting fish farmers with aquacul-
ture inputs. 
One of the initiatives is the purchase 
of high quality feeds which H.E Gov-

ernor Mutahi Kahiga flagged off at 
Hohwe Dam in Kirimukuyu ward, 
Mathira West sub-county. 
The 5,500 Kgs of high quality fish 
feeds will then be distributed to 220 
farmers across the 30 wards to en-
hance fisheries productivity in their 
farms. 
The fish feeds were purchased at a to-
tal cost of Kshs. 1.1 million allocated 
in the financial year 2020/21.
In this financial year 2021/2022, the 
county government has also set aside 
Ksh 6.1 million for; purchase and dis-
tribution of 7500 Kgs of fish feeds, 
procurement of 300, 000 fingerlings 

and procurement of two motorized 
fire glass boats. 
Further, the county government will 
continue collaborating with the Aqua-
culture Business Development Pro-
gramme (ABDP) to enhance market-
ing of fish including holding fish fair 
events in all the eight sub-counties.
Governor Kahiga noted that through 
these events, the community will be 
well informed on the health benefits 
of fish subsequently increasing the 
number of fish consumers. He also 
encouraged the farmers’ groups to 
create their own hatcheries, to supple-
ment the fingerlings provided to them 

by the county government which will 
also boost fish farming. 
Nyeri was ranked third out of the 15 
ABDP implementing counties during 
the recently held annual review work-
shop in Kirinyaga. 
The ABDP is a programme jointly 
funded by the Government of Kenya 
and the International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD). The 
overall goal of the programme is to 
reduce poverty and increase food se-
curity and nutrition in rural commu-
nities. 

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga com-
missioned the Lusoi Earth Dam proj-
ect in Thegu River ward, Kieni East 
sub-county. 
The project will cover about 125 acres 
and is set to benefit over 825 farmers. 
The dam is under the sub project cat-
egory of the Kenya Climate Smart 
Agricultural Project (KCSAP) pro-
grammes and has been desilted and 
rehabilitated at a cost of about Kshs. 

14.35 million. 
Further, Governor Kahiga pre-
sented cheques to Gakawa and 
Thegu Community Driven Devel-
opment Committees worth about 
Kshs. 27.35 million and Kshs. 
23.61 million respectively. 
He also issued out knapsack 
sprayers and Hose pipes to mem-
bers of Common Interest Groups 

and Vulnerable Marginalized Groups 
in Thegu and Gakawa wards. 
In this financial year 2021/22, about 
Kshs. 8.88 million has been allocat-
ed for the upgrading of water intake, 
conveyance and distribution of irriga-
tion pipes (7km) of Mureru Irrigation 
Water Project. The project will benefit 
over 566 farmers with a coverage of 
87 acres.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (centre in red coat) with Agriculture CEC James Wachihi and Kirimukuyu MCA Hon. Anthony Ndagita feeding fish at 
a pond near Hohwe dam during the flagging off event of high quality fish feeds. The 5,500 Kgs fish feeds  for 220 farmers across the county were pur-
chased by the County Government of Nyeri at a cost of Kshs. 1.1 million. 
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Sub-county bar & restaurants’ owners 
meeting

Public participation on Access To Information (ATI) Act

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahi-
ga held a two-day consultative 
meeting with entertainment and 
hospitality industry stakeholders 
in all the sub-counties.

The meetings were geared to-
wards understanding how the 
industry has been affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and ways to 
revive the industry amidst this 
persistent pandemic. 

Bar and restaurant owners across 
the county lauded the Coun-
ty Government of Nyeri for the 
measures that it has put in place 
to ensure that their businesses 
thrive and expand.
 
The governor assured the busi-
ness owners that the county gov-
ernment is committed towards 
supporting the industry to ensure 
that their businesses have a con-
ducive working environment to 
operate in. He noted that for this 
financial year, his government 
has suspended inspection of bars 
and will only apply for new busi-
nesses.

The stakeholders were also urged 
to continue adhering to Covid-19 
protocols as they operate their 
businesses and to go for vaccina-
tion jabs in their nearest vaccina-
tion sites. 

Officers from the Coun-
ty Government of Nyeri 
took part in a public 
participation exercise 
conducted by the Com-
mission on Adminis-
trative Justice (CAJ) 
(Ombudsman) held at 
Dedan Kimathi Uni-
versity of  Technology 
(Dekut) in Nyeri. 

The commission led the 
exercise to gain views, 
observations, com-
ments and recommen-
dations on the Access to 
Information (ATI) Act 
and regulations which 

was proposed in 2016.

The Access to Informa-
tion Act 2016 requires 
Government agencies 
to make official infor-
mation more freely 
available, to provide for 
proper access by each 
person to official infor-
mation relating to that 
person, to protect offi-
cial information to the 
extent consistent with 
the public interest.

This financial year, CGN has suspended inspection of bars and will only apply for new businesses
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga assent-
ed to law five new bills which are set 
to greatly benefit Nyeri residents.
While assenting to the Bills into law, 
Governor Kahiga lauded the county 
assembly for its focus and commit-
ment towards meeting its legislation 
mandate.

The Nyeri County Public Transport 
Bill, 2021

The Bill’s purpose is to provide for 
County transport; road use and main-
tenance; parking; street lighting; traf-
fic management as well as to provide 
for adequate, safe and efficient coun-
ty transport facilities and services 
at a reasonable cost to the people. It 
will also facilitate the management, 
planning and development of county 
transport facilities and transport in-
frastructure and to ensure a balanced 
county transport policy and planning.

The Nyeri County Solid Waste 
Management Bill, 2021

This Bill makes provision for the 
management of solid waste in the 
county, provides a legal framework 
for the implementation of the county 
integrated solid waste management 
as well as encourages public partici-
pation in the management, protection 
and conservation of the environment.
The Bill provides that the county gov-
ernment shall directly or indirectly 
undertake collection of solid waste 
from the streets and any other public 
spaces. 

The Nyeri County Finance Bill, 
2021

This Bill provides for the amendment 
of the Nyeri County Revenue Admin-
istration Act, 2014 in relation to taxes, 
fees and charges for various services 
and other revenue raising measures. 

The Nyeri County Youth Develop-
ment Bill, 2021

This bill therefore, gives effect to this 
Article whereby a youth development 
committee which provides a mecha-
nism for the realization of the rights 
of the youth and creates mechanisms 
that promote the effective and inclu-
sive engagement of youth in Devel-
opment issues, has been established. 

The Nyeri County Disaster Man-
agement Bill, 2021

The purpose of this Bill is to provide 
for a more effective organisation of 
disaster risk reduction and mitigation 
of, preparedness for, response to and 
recovery from emergencies and disas-
ters; and for connected purposes.

Governor assented to law five new bills which are set to greatly benefit Nyeri residents

A recap of the five assented bills

From left Nyeri Deputy 
Speaker Hon. Samuel 
Kariuki, Finance Com-
mittee Vice Chairman 
Hon. Eric Wamumbi, 
H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga and Majority 
Leader Hon. James 
Kanyugo, Finance 
CEC Robert Thuo and 
Finance CO John Ngu-
gi during the assenting 
of the five bills to law 
outside the Governor’s 
office. BOTTOM : 
Governor with Hon. 
Beth Nyawira  while 
on the right is Gender 
CEC Esther Ndung'u. 
BELOW: Governor 
asssenting one of the 
bills.
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga issued farm equipment 
to farmers in Thegu River ward, Kieni East sub-county.
The farm items which included: 14 chaff cutters, 10 forage 
choppers and three bean threshers to Gathathi-ini Men Self 
Help Group from the Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture 
Programme Project (KCSAP) will help boost food produc-
tion and livestock farming in the area.
Governor Kahiga urged the area residents to form more 
community groups so that they can benefit from such proj-
ects in order to enhance their lives wholly. 
In Thegu River ward, KCSAP in conjunction with the 
County Government of Nyeri, has funded 31 farmer groups 
who have benefitted with over Ksh. 26 Million under micro 
project funding. 
The funding has gone to four value chains namely, Dairy 
cow value chain, Indigenous chicken value chain, Irish 
Potato value chin, beans value chain and natural resource 
management. 
KCSAP is a World Bank funded project which is run-
ning in 24 counties nationally. Nyeri County was recently 
ranked number one the third time for the implementation 
of KCSAP projects. 
KSCAP which aims at increasing agricultural productiv-
ity and building resilience to climate change risk is being 
implemented in three sub-counties in Nyeri County which 
are Kieni West, Kieni East and Mukurwe-ini sub-counties. 
The County Government is committed to continue collab-
orating with KCSAP to increase agricultural productivity 
in the county seeing that agriculture is the backbone of 
Nyeri’s economy. 

The Ministry of Information and Com-
munications; Innovation and Youth 
Cabinet Secretary Joe Mucheru ac-
companied by the CEC Department of 
Trade, Tourism, Culture and Co-opera-
tives Development Diana Kendi Tari-
chia paid a visit to the Wangari Mathai 
Arts & Cultural Centre in Nyeri town 
as a follow up on the MOU signed be-
tween the County Government of Nyeri 
and Kenya Film Commission. 

The visit focused on the partnership be-
tween Kenya Film Commission (KFC) 
and the county government on the de-
velopment of an ultra-modern cinema 
theatre where the county government 
is to provide for land and buildings for 
the cinema whilst KFC is to provide 
requisite equipment.
The visit is in line with H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga’s vision of develop-
ment of culture and the arts as a source 
of income, public entertainment and 
education. 

Issuance of farm 
equipment in 
Kieni East

CS Mucheru visit to Wangari Mathai Arts & Cultural Centre 

The farm items included: 14 chaff cutters, 10 forage choppers and three bean threshers
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The participation of the youth in all aspects of the 
society is very important since they are an inte-
gral part for the development of any county or 
country. 
The County Government of Nyeri is committed 
to empower the youth in a structured framework 
and that is why a public participation exercise 
was carried out which sought to provide Nyeri 
youth with an opportunity to integrate their voic-
es, share their views, proposals into the policy, 
which will then inform the final draft.
Nyeri Governor H. E Mutahi Kahiga presided 
over the Nyeri Youth Development Policy - Youth 
public participation exercise held across all the 
eight sub-counties from the 13th to 22nd Septem-
ber, 2021.
The policy addresses issues affecting the youth 
in Nyeri by providing broad based objectives and 
strategies that will be implemented to give the 
youth meaningful opportunities to reach maxi-
mum potential. 
The policy also provides a framework on which 
all programmes and sectoral policies will base 
their efforts to mainstream issues affecting the 
youth at all levels including mechanism of ac-
countability in the county. 
The governor noted that:
• The youth forms the bulk of the popula-
tion in Nyeri, and is the biggest asset and engine 
of growth and prosperity. 
• The youth is a resource that can spur de-
velopment as well as social economic growth in 
Nyeri County and the formulation of the Nyeri 
Youth Development Policy is another milestone 
of CGN in achieving the youth development 
agenda. 
• He encouraged the youth to continue voic-

ing their opinions about the policy as they play a 
key role in the society hence a need to integrate 
them in matters leadership and governance. 
• The county government is committed to 
empowering and growing the youth and has im-
plemented programmes such as the internship 
programme and the Kuza Kazi programme. In 
the current financial year, the county government 
will also issue out merchandise and equipment to 
groups across 15 wards through the ward specific 
project.  Further, he encouraged the youth to take 
advantage of government opportunities such as 
applying for the Access to Government Procure-
ment Opportunities (AGPO) programme. 
• In collaboration with the Ministry of ICT, 
the county government is setting up an ICT Hub 
with free Wi-Fi at the new Nyeri bus termini, to 
be used by the youth. Further, it will collaborate 
with the Kenya Film Commission to boost the 
film industry by setting up a hub for the same, 
subsequently, promoting local artists in the cre-
ative industry. 
The Ministry of ICT CS Joe Mucheru, who at-
tended the forum in Mukurwe-ini sub-county en-
couraged the youth to continue taking part in mat-
ters governance and leadership including policy 
formation emphasizing that they are the leaders 
of tomorrow. He also urged the youth to embrace 
team work and promote each other as well as to 
take advantage of all opportunities in government 
including the Ajira programme. 
The youth public participation on the policy is a 
partnership between the County Government of 
Nyeri through the Department of Gender, Youth 
and Social services, in partnership with World Vi-
sion and Africa Youth Transformation.

The County Government of Nyeri received a dona-
tion of facemasks for Community Health Volunteers 
(CHVs) from the Council of Governors. Each CHV re-
ceived 50 pieces of masks to aid in their protection as 
they discharge their mandate. 

Nyeri County has a renowned reputation for strong and 
cohesive network of CHV’s that are evenly distribut-
ed across the county. A total 2,510 CHVs spread across 
251 community units play a vital role in primary health-
care. As part of their duty, each CHV is assigned 10 
Households where they ensure their wellness and make 
necessary arrangements in the cases that require a re-
ferral. 

From the on-set of the COVID-19 pandemic, CHVs 
have been creating awareness at the community level 
and ensuring they do a follow up of the COVID-19 pa-
tients under Home Based Care. 

The County Government spearheaded by H.E Gover-
nor Mutahi Kahiga has continued to ensure that CHV’s 
operate under conducive work environment through 
frequent capacity building platforms, issuing them with 
of tools of work, engaging them in community mobili-
zation and ensuring that they are part of health activities 
organized by the department.

Nyeri youth development 
policy public participation

The policy addresses issues affecting the youth in Nyeri by provid-
ing broad based objectives and strategies 

CHVs receive face-
masks courtesy of 
Council of Governors
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How Thiha-Sagana Irrigation Water Project 
is transforming Mukurwe-ini

The project started in June 2020 and it has directly benefitted 1,536 members who irrigate about 396 acres

For many years the residents of Mukur-
we-ini Central ward in Mukurwe-ini 
sub-county, have had an insurmount-
able obstacle to their progress as a com-
munity and that is the lack of water. 

When people can’t get access to wa-
ter their lives are disrupted, stalled and 
economic decline may even occur. Wa-
ter is life, as the saying goes. 

The reprieve for the residents of Mukur-
we-ini Central ward came in the form 
of the rehabilitation of the Thiha-Saga-
na Irrigation Water Project. 

The project was jointly funded by the 
County Government of Nyeri under the 
stewardship of H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga with the World Bank through 
the Kenya Smart Climate Agriculture 
Project (KSCAP) at a cost of about 
Kshs 31 million.

The project which started in June 2020 
and ended in February 2021 was hand-
ed over to the beneficiaries and it has 
directly benefitted 1,536 members who 
irrigate about 396 acres.

The crops under irrigation include: ba-
nanas, beans, sweet potatoes plus other 
high value horticultural crops.

Elizabeth Wanjugu, a member of the 
Thiha-Sagana Irrigation Project and a 
beneficiary of its rehabilitation noted 
that this project has changed her for-
tune. She attributed that to this project 
which has really come in handy to the 
sweet potato farming that she practices.

Wilson Mwangi another farmer who 
hails from Mbugua area and has since 
ventured into sweet potato farming 
has nothing but gratitude for KSCAP 
and the County Government of Nyeri 
for how the project has notably trans-
formed his life.

According to Peter Maina, a sweet po-
tato farmer and the chairman of the Thi-
ha-Sagana Irrigation Project, the project 
has been quite beneficial.
Edward Kibicho from Gitundu area 
who is also another beneficiary thanked 
Governor Kahiga and area MCA Hon. 
Wamae for the project since the farm-
er has been able to utilize the water in 
growing of strawberries, cucumbers 
and rearing of ornamental fish which 
has earned him good income.

In dairy farming value chain, several 
farmers have also benefited through 
biogas project which is a clean and 
cheap source of energy.

The area MCA Hon. Gatheru Wamae 
said that the project has helped in provi-
sion of reliable water for farming, wom-
en empowerment in food production, 
involvement of youth in modern farm-
ing and a way of creating employment 

which has also played a significant role 
in reducing crime rate in the area.

Ephantus Ndirangu from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and now under the 
KCSAP programme said this has im-
proved the livelihood of the local com-
munity.
 The farmers can harvest the Bungoma 
variety sweet potatoes in two seasons 
per year per acre. They are also engag-

ing the local youth in marketing.

Other projects funded by KCSAP in 
Mukurwe-ini sub-county include: mi-
cro projects in Mukurwe-ini Central 
ward which has benefitted 54 groups 
at the cost of Kshs. 43 million and 52 
groups in Rugi ward at the cost of Kshs. 
43 million. 
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Relocation 
of Kamakwa 
traders

Allocation of spaces 
at Mihuti market

Promotion of local 
co-operative societies

Through the Department of Trade, Tourism, 
Culture and Co-operatives Development, the 
County Government of Nyeri has successful-
ly relocated 62 traders to the newly construct-
ed open-air Kamakwa Market, Nyeri Central 
sub-county.
This facility allocated to traders who deal with 
mitumba (second-hand clothes) will enhance 
safety for both the traders and their customers 
and offer them a conducive environment for 
trading.
The department will continue to allocate funds 
in the coming financial years to construct more 
markets to accommodate more traders.

The Department of Trade,Tourism, Culture and Co-operatives development 
conducted a verification exercise for the allocation of spaces at Mihuti Market 
in Mukurwe-ini sub-county.
The spaces which are 78 in total were allocated to fresh produce traders. This 
was done fairly through balloting.
After the allocation, the traders were given a time limit up to the 15th of Oc-
tober to fully occupy the market.
They were also guided on what is expected of them including well mainte-
nance of the market.
The department will continue to allocate funds in the coming financial years 
to construct additional markets to accommodate more traders.

The Department of Trade, Tourism, Culture and Co-operatives Development 
has continued to create a conducive environment for co-operatives in the coun-
ty to access direct market hence higher returns to members. 
During allocation of stalls to traders, the department prioritized co-operative 
societies. This was in a bid to ensure these societies get direct market for their 
produce and improve local consumption of local produce. Most Cooperatives 
in Nyeri County have hundreds of members with a few with over 10,000 mem-
bers. 
The County Government of Nyeri is committed to ensuring continued promo-
tion and growth of all co-operatives in the county.
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Medical Drugs distribution spot check

Governor meets with 
Boda Boda team

Nyeri scouts association team 
meeting with the governor

The drugs disbursement exercise were done in Gichira, Thageini, Aguthi, Unjiru, Wamagana, Kiganjo, Kinunga, Karia and Marua health facilities

The County Government of Nyeri disbursed 
pharmaceuticals and non-pharmaceuticals 
including hypertension drugs, antibiotics, 
painkillers, gloves, syringes, bandages, 
cleaning agents to rural health facilities sub-
sequently ensuring uninterrupted service 
delivery within the hospitals. 
The drugs disbursement exercise contin-
ued in Gichira, Thageini, Aguthi, Unjiru, 
Wamagana, Kiganjo, Kinunga, Karia and 
Marua health facilities. They were also dis-
bursed to Karatina Sub County Hospital, 
Ngorano Health Centre and health facilities 
in Mukurwe-ini sub-county.
It is important to note that the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri had made an order of 
supplies worth Kshs. 91 million but Kenya 
Medical Supplies Agency (KEMSA) sup-
plied commodities worth Kshs. 43 million, 
half of the order Nyeri had made. KEMSA 
did not have some of the supplies ordered 
and as such, CGN is exploring other options 
to fill the gap.
The County Government of Nyeri under the 
leadership of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
is committed to continue prioritizing health-
care for the people of Nyeri as it is at the 
heart of a happy, progressive and wealthy 
people.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga met with Nyeri County Boda Boda team 
officials who paid a courtesy call in his office.
Nyeri County has about 20,000 boda boda operators who play a crucial 
role in the transport sector ferrying goods and pillion passengers.
The County Government of Nyeri is committed to supporting the opera-
tors who help in building up the economy.
However, the governor urged them to form a Sacco inorder  to receive 
more benefits in future. They should also practice self-regulation and 
teamwork.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga met with the 
newly elected Nyeri Scouts Association of-
ficials who paid him a courtesy call in his 
office.
The team led by the County Scouts Com-
missioner Grace Michuki deliberated on is-
sues related to leadership and management 
of the Association including measures 
geared towards taking back the scouts as-
sociation to a transformational and vibrant 

establishment in Nyeri County and beyond.
The governor who also doubles up as the 
Nyeri Scouts Patron noted that the scouting 
movement is of critical relevance and val-
ue to the community now more than ever.
He further urged the newly elected lead-
ers to be accountable, disciplined, servant 
leaders and committed as they take up their 
new roles.
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