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Lucy Wambui from Mung’aria in Aguthi Gaaki ward mixing cow dung used for biogas produc-
tion. Bio gas is being adopted in most homesteads because it  is a cheap and clean source of 
energy subsequently conserving the environment.

One home, one 
biogas project
Cognizant of the adverse 
effects caused by climate 
change across the globe, there 
has been a need to incorporate 
renewable energy sources 
into our everyday activities. 
These kinds of energy sources 
which have gained both local 
and global momentum not 
only meet the energy demand 

in a sustainable, reliable and 
affordable manner but also 
protect the environment. One 
type of this kind of energy is 
the biogas system, as such; 
it has been adopted by many 
people because it is a cheap 
and clean source of energy.  

The County Government of 

Nyeri under the leadership of 
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
has endeavored to protect 
the environment as well as 
transform the lives of its 
residents through building 
such innovate bio-digesters 
for their fuel needs. 

Continued on page 2 & 3

By Governor’s Press Unit

Nyeri retains position one 
in KCSAP

Another consignment of 
medical drugs in Nyeri

Nyeri County has yet again emerged posi-
tion one out of 24 counties during the 6th 
County Review Outstanding Performance 
for the Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture 
Project (KCSAP). 
In the latest review, Nyeri County has 
surpassed several targets that were set 
for the counties that the project is being 
implemented in.

Story on page 5

The deliveries of pharmaceuticals and 
non-pharmaceuticals have been made to 
all the health facilities in Nyeri county. 
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This project, under the ward 
specific projects, was pi-
loted in Aguthi Gaaki ward, 
Tetu sub-county in the 
financial year 2019/2020, 
benefitting 5 families. The 
total cost was Kshs. 1M. 
Following the project’s 
success, it has since 
been rolled out 
to another 17 
families in 
the finan-
cial year 
2020/21, 
through 
t h e 
D e p a r t -
ment of 
Transport, 
P u b l i c 
w o r k s , 
Infrastruc-
ture and Ener-
gy at a total 
cost of Kshs. 
3.39 M. The 
selection of 
beneficiaries 
for the second phase was done 
through balloting, with the ben-
eficiaries only having to purchase 
a cooker. 

Area MCA Hon. Stanley Wakibia 
noted that following the success-

ful implementation of the first 
phase of bio gas production in 
2020, he lobbied for more funds 
to build additional home biogas 
systems for 17 families through 
the ward specific projects. 

“The dependence on fire-
wood fuel 
for cooking by the res-
idents of Aguthi Gaaki 
poses an environmental 
challenge capable of ag-

gravating the effects of 
climate change. As 

a result, we are 
helping rural 

households 
switch to 
biogas sys-
tems be-
cause it is 

renewable, 
eco-friend-

ly and af-
fordable to 
them. More-
over, biogas 
residue pro-
vides organ-
ic fertilizer 
which is way 
better than 

i n o r g a n i c 
fertilizer. With 

only one cow, a farmer will 
get milk, manure and fuel,” said 
Hon. Wakibia.

Beneficiaries of this project have 
lauded the County Government of 
Nyeri noting that their lives have 
been significantly transformed.

Joshua Maina from Gititu thanked 
Governor Kahiga and Hon. Wakib-
ia for installing a biogas project 
for their family noting that it is a 
cheap and an eco-friendly source 
of energy.

“The biogas has saved us money 
we previously used to purchase 
firewood and this means we don’t 
cut down trees hence conserving 
the environment. To sustain the 
production of biogas, you only 
need cow dung which is readily 
available. Further, we use the 
waste products to plant vegeta-
bles like spinach and kales which 
have improved our nutrition,” 
added Maina.

Loise Wanjiku, another beneficia-
ry from Kangaita expressed his 
gratitude to the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri led by Governor 
Kahiga for such an innovative 
project which has improved their 
lives.

“I have been using this project for 
two weeks now and I can testify 
how good it is. As a woman, it has 
not only simplified household 
chores such as cooking for me 
but it has also saved me from the 
daunting task of firewood collec-
tion. I have also grown some veg-
etables using waste product from 
the biogas production, which has 
improved the nutrition status for 
my family,” added Loise.

Another beneficiary from Itheka-
huno, John Macharia noted that 
the residents of Aguthi Gaaki 
agreed on biogas project follow-
ing a public participation exer-
cise in the ward. He expressed 
his gratitude to Governor Kahiga 
and Hon. Wakibia for this project 
which has significantly benefit-
ted not only his family but also 
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the larger community.

“By using energy from biogas pro-
duction, it has notably reduced 
our household expenses such as 
buying of firewood as well as min-
imized the number of gas refilling 
as we mostly use the biogas for 
cooking,” he noted.

Cecilia Wangari from Thage-ini 
village thanked the county gov-
ernment for installing the biogas 
project for her noting that it has 
changed her life. Cecilia added 

that it has eased her suffering 
by cutting costs she used to 
purchase firewood. More impor-
tantly, it has prevented her from 
being exposed to smoke anymore, 
which she added has had such 
negative implications to her eye-
sight.

“I am happy now because I can 
cook my food comfortably with-
out disturbing my grandchildren. 
I wish to thank governor and the 
MCA for their collaboration which 
has seen such an innovative proj-

ect come into fruition and pray to 
God to continue blessing them,” 
noted Cecilia.

The department’s CEC, Kariu-
ki Muthui acknowledged that 
the county government has 
embraced the use of renewable 
sources of energy such as biogas 
and solar power as they are a 
cleaner and efficient form hence 
conserving the environment.

“Once people learned of the ben-
efits of the biogas digesters, such 
as they are an inexpensive source 
of energy as it only requires a 
farmer to have only one cow to 
set up, they have since embraced 
them,” he said.

Indeed, the County Government 
of Nyeri is committed to conserv-
ing the environment by embrac-
ing eco-friendly sources of ener-
gy, with zero emissions into the 
atmosphere, hence a great way 
of combating global warming. 
Subsequently, through incorpo-
rating home biogas systems, it 

will reduce the number of trees 
cut down, conserving the forest 
coverage, which currently stands 
at 38% in Nyeri County.

Biogas project was pi-
loted in Aguthi Gaaki 
ward, Tetu sub-coun-
ty in the financial 
year 2019/2020, 
benefitting 5 families. 
The total cost was 
Kshs. 1M. It has since 
been rolled out to 
another 17 families at 
a total cost of Kshs. 
3.39 M. 
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Nyeri youth development policy public 
participation

Public participation

Story | Governor’s Press Unit

The participation of the youth in 
all aspects of the society is very im-
portant since they are an integral 
part for the development of any 
county or country. 
The County Government of Nyeri is 
committed to empower the youth 
in a structured framework and that 
is why a public participation exer-
cise was carried out which sought 
to provide Nyeri youth with an op-
portunity to integrate their voices, 
share their views, proposals into 
the policy, which will then inform 
the final draft.
Nyeri Governor H. E Mutahi Kahi-
ga presided over the Nyeri Youth 
Development Policy - Youth public 
participation exercise held across 
all the eight sub-counties from the 
13th to 22nd September, 2021.
The policy addresses issues affect-
ing the youth in Nyeri by providing 
broad based objectives and strat-
egies that will be implemented to 
give the youth meaningful opportu-
nities to reach maximum potential. 
The policy also provides a frame-
work on which all programmes and 
sectoral policies will base their ef-
forts to mainstream issues affect-
ing the youth at all levels including 
mechanism of accountability in the 
county. 
The governor noted that:
• The youth forms the bulk 
of the population in Nyeri, and is the 
biggest asset and engine of growth 
and prosperity. 
• The youth is a resource 
that can spur development as well 
as social economic growth in Nyeri 
County and the formulation of the 

Nyeri Youth Development Policy is another 
milestone of CGN in achieving the youth devel-
opment agenda. 
• He encouraged the youth to continue 
voicing their opinions about the policy as they 
play a key role in the society hence a need to 
integrate them in matters leadership and gov-
ernance. 
• The county government is commit-
ted to empowering and growing the youth 
and has implemented programmes such as 
the internship programme and the Kuza Kazi 
programme. In the current financial year, the 
county government will also issue out mer-
chandise and equipment to groups across 
15 wards through the ward specific project.  
Further, he encouraged the youth to take ad-
vantage of government opportunities such as 
applying for the Access to Government Pro-
curement Opportunities (AGPO) programme. 
• In collaboration with the Ministry of 
ICT, the county government is setting up an 
ICT Hub with free Wi-Fi at the new Nyeri bus 
termini, to be used by the youth. Further, it will 
collaborate with the Kenya Film Commission 
to boost the film industry by setting up a hub 
for the same, subsequently, promoting local 
artists in the creative industry. 
The Ministry of ICT CS Joe Mucheru, who at-
tended the forum in Mukurwe-ini sub-county 
encouraged the youth to continue taking part 
in matters governance and leadership includ-
ing policy formation emphasizing that they 
are the leaders of tomorrow. He also urged 
the youth to embrace team work and promote 
each other as well as to take advantage of all 
opportunities in government including the 
Ajira programme. 
The youth public participation on the policy is a 
partnership between the County Government 
of Nyeri through the Department of Gender, 
Youth and Social services, in partnership with 
World Vision and Africa Youth Transformation.
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Nyeri retains 
position one in 
KCSAP

Nyeri County has yet again emerged position one out of 24 
counties during the 6th County Review Outstanding Per-
formance for the Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture Project 
(KCSAP). 
This win comes after Nyeri County was also named top of the 
list for the same outstanding performance in March 2020.

In the latest review, Nyeri County has surpassed several tar-
gets that were set for the counties that the project is being 
implemented in.

Nyeri County’s achievements so far include;
1. Supporting 320 groups in Nyeri to adopt improved technol-
ogies, innovations and management practices to the tune of 
Ksh 266.7 million.
2. Enhancing Irrigation infrastructure through some 13 
sub-projects to the tune of Ksh 248.5 million.
3. Supporting three producer organisations in dairy and pota-
to to the tune of Ksh 40 million. 
4. Mobilising 3 new producer cooperatives whose Enterprise 
Development Plans we are going to fund.
5. Recruiting and training 543 lead farmers who are going to 
be supporting us to deliver extension across different value 
chains among others.

The programme is being implemented in three sub-counties: 
Kieni East, Kieni West and Mukurwe-ini. H.E Governor Muta-
hi Kahiga has so far commissioned projects like Kiria Dam in 
Gatarakwa ward, Lusoi Earth Dam in Thegu River ward, Thiha/
Sagana Irrigation Scheme in Rugi and Mukurwe-ini Central 
wards as well as issued out cheques to farmers’ groups and 
establishments such as Kieni Dairy.

The Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture Project (KCSAP) is a 
Government of Kenya project jointly supported by the World 
Bank. Its objective is to increase agricultural productivity and 
enhance resilience /coping mechanisms to climate change 
risks in the targeted small holder farming and pastoral com-
munities in Kenya.

Story |  Faith Hiuhu
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Health & drugs

Another 
consignment 
of medical 
drugs in Nyeri

The following deliveries 
of pharmaceuticals and 
non-pharmaceuticals have 
been made to the health 
facilities in Nyeri county. 

It is important to note that 
the County Government of 
Nyeri had made an order of 
supplies worth Ksh 91 million 
but Kenya Medical Supplies 
Agency (KEMSA) supplied 

commodities worth 43 million 
shillings, half of the order 
Nyeri had made. KEMSA did 
not have some of the supplies 
ordered and as such, CGN is 
exploring other options to fill 
the gap.
The recent deliveries are as 
follows;

PGH = 14,829,963.60
Karatina = 10,984,965.00

Othaya = 2,472,412.00
Mukurwe-ini = 2,901,983.00
Mt. Kenya = 1,141,999.00
Rural Health Facilities = 
11,538,489.78
Total Value = 43,869,803.38

In brief...
H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga interacted with 
residents of Mukur-
we-ini town at Mukur-
we-ini Bus Park. He 
assured them that the 
county government will 
continue to bring more 
development-oriented 
projects to them and 
listen to their insights.

Story | Faith Hiuhu & Photo | Peter Wangari
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahi-
ga was delighted to host a team 
from the State Department of In-
dustrialization led by the PS Amb. 
Kirimi Kaberia who paid a courte-
sy call to his office.
The team was in Nyeri County to 
discuss ‘One village, One product’ 
(OVOP), a model which is being 
implemented by the State 
Department across the 
country, designed specifi-
cally for regional devel-
opment. 
Through this mod-
el, each village 
identifies a valu-
able local resource 
then adds value to it 
through processing, 
quality control and mar-

keting of the resulting products. 
The concept targets to utilize 
the locally available resources to 
c r e a t e 

jobs and wealth for the local 
communities across the country 
hence promoting socio-economic 

development.
The team held 

d i s c u s -
s i o n s 

w i t h 

county CECs and technical teams 
including County Industrial De-
velopment Officers on the sec-
tors to focus value addition on in 
the Mt. Kenya region as well as 
mapping of areas to set up the 
industrial centres.
Governor Kahiga assured them 
of his government’s support 

noting that there is a need to 
promote value addition of 

our agricultural produce 
seeing that Agriculture 

is the economic sector 
that employs the most 
people in the world. He 

added that not only 
does it meet the food 

security need but 
also economic em-

powerment.

The Department of Trade, Tour-
ism, Culture and Co-operatives 
Development has continued to 
create a conducive environment 
for co-operatives in the county to 
access direct market hence higher 
returns to members. 
During allocation of stalls to trad-
ers, the department prioritized 
co-operative societies. This was in 
a bid to ensure these societies get 

direct market for their produce 
and improve local consumption of 
local produce. Most Cooperatives 
in Nyeri County have hundreds 
of members with a few with over 
10,000 members. 
The County Government of Nyeri 
is committed to ensuring contin-
ued promotion and growth of all 
co-operatives in the county.

PS Amb. Kirimi Kaberia courtesy call

Promotion of local co-operative societies

Courtesy call

Trade

The concept targets to utilize the locally available resources to create jobs and wealth for the local communities 
across the country hence promoting socio-economic development.

Story & Photo | Brenda Njabara

Story | Njambi Mugo & Photo | Kennedy Karanja
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
together with ICT, Innovation and 
Youth Affairs Cabinet Secretary 
Joe Mucheru officially launched 
the new Spectrum Management 
and Monitoring System (SMMS 
II) site at Wambugu Farm, Nyeri 
County. 
The launch of the new SMMS II by 
the Communications Authority 
of Kenya is envisaged to greatly 
enhance service delivery to the 
spectrum users and stakeholders 
in the region; as well as expand its 
spectrum management capabili-
ties across the country. 
This is the 11th site to be launched 
nationally.
The system will manage and mon-
itor frequencies within the Cen-

tral, Eastern and Northern Kenya 
regions. 
Speaking at the event, the CS 
noted that this system, will com-
plement other initiatives in place 
that will spur the growth of ICT 
in the county and the country at 
large through an enabling regula-
tory environment. 
“The upgraded spectrum man-
agement and monitoring system 
will enable the Authority to re-
solve interference cases when 
they arise, as well as identify 
transmissions that don’t conform 
to the established standards,” he 
added. 
The governor also lauded this 
milestone saying that the sys-
tem will greatly enhance service 

delivery for people intending to 
venture into the communication 
sector. 
Governor Kahiga noted that the 
launch of the system in Nyeri 
County is a testament of the 
collaboration and fruitful part-
nership between the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri and the national 
government which ultimately 
has enhanced service delivery for 
Nyerians.
The national government has also 
initiated many other projects in 
the county including tarmacking 
of  roads, Chaka Industrial Hub, 
KNH Othaya annex among others.

Spectrum Management and Monitoring 
System (SMMS II) launch

Service delivery

Story | Faith Hiuhu  & Photos |  Kennedy Karanja

H.E Mutahi Kahiga (centre) with ICT CS Joe Mucheru and a team rom Communications Authority of Kenya (CAK) during the launch of SMMS II 
at Wambugu Farm, Nyeri County. 
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga met 
with the newly elected Nyeri 
Scouts Association officials who 
paid him a courtesy call in his of-
fice.
The team led by the County 
Scouts Commissioner Grace 
Michuki deliberated on issues re-
lated to leadership and manage-
ment of the Association including 
measures geared towards taking 
back the scouts association to a 
transformational and vibrant es-
tablishment in Nyeri County and 
beyond.
The governor who also doubles up 
as the Nyeri Scouts Patron noted 
that the scouting movement is of 
critical relevance and value to the 
community now more than ever.
He further urged the newly elect-
ed leaders to be accountable, 

disciplined, servant leaders and 
committed as they take up their 
new roles.
The County Government of Nyeri 

is committed to strengthening 
collaboration with the Nyeri 
Scouts Association so as to har-
ness the untapped potential of 

the children and the youth in 
building a more cohesive and hab-
itable society.

Story | Faith Hiuhu & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

Nyeri scouts association team meeting with 
governor

Courtesy call

The County Government of Nyeri is committed to strengthening collaboration with the Nyeri Scouts Association so as to harness the 
untapped potential of the children and the youth in building a more cohesive and habitable society.

The Department of Health Ser-
vices with support from Amref 
Health Africa is carrying out 
Covid-19 vaccine outreaches to 
reach out to more individuals 
across Nyeri County who are yet 

to receive the jab. 
The County Government of 
Nyeri’s leadership is calling upon 
its citizenry who have not yet 
received the vaccine to visit the 
nearest vaccination site for the 

service. Also, those who are due 
for the second dose of the Oxford 
Astra Zeneca vaccine are urged 
to visit the vaccination site. 
The Moderna vaccine has been 
prioritized for the individuals 

who are 58 years and above due 
to their higher risk of infection.

Story | Muthoni Kanja

Covid-19 vaccine outreach 
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Fish feeds flagged off at Hohwe dam

The fisheries sector plays a sig-
nificant role in socio-economic 
development including revenue 
generation, job creation as well as 
contributes to food security. 
For this reason, the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri in collaboration 
with the Aquaculture Business 
Development Programme (ABDP) 
has launched several initiatives 
geared towards supporting the 
sector such as restocking of 
dams, fish ponds and supporting 
fish farmers with aquaculture in-
puts. 
One of the initiatives is the 
purchase of high quality feeds 
which H.E Governor Mutahi Kahi-
ga flagged off at Hohwe Dam in 
Kirimukuyu ward, Mathira West 
sub-county. 
The 5,500 Kgs of high quality fish 

feeds will then be distributed to 
220 farmers across the 30 wards 
to enhance fisheries productivity 
in their farms. 

The fish feeds were purchased 
at a total cost of Kshs. 1.1 million 
allocated in the financial year 
2020/21.
In this financial year 2021/2022, 
the county government has also 
set aside Ksh 6.1 million for; pur-
chase and distribution of 7500 
Kgs of fish feeds, procurement of 
300, 000 fingerlings and procure-
ment of two motorized fire glass 
boats. 
Further, the county government 
will continue collaborating with 
the Aquaculture Business Devel-
opment Programme (ABDP) to 
enhance marketing of fish includ-
ing holding fish fair events in all 
the eight sub-counties.
Governor Kahiga noted that 
through these events, the com-
munity will be well informed on 

the health benefits of fish sub-
sequently increasing the num-
ber of fish consumers. He also 
encouraged the farmers’ groups 
to create their own hatcheries, 
to supplement the fingerlings 
provided to them by the county 
government which will also boost 
fish farming. 
Nyeri was ranked third out of the 
15 ABDP implementing counties 
during the recently held annual 
review workshop in Kirinyaga. 
The ABDP is a programme joint-
ly funded by the Government of 
Kenya and the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD). The overall goal of the pro-
gramme is to reduce poverty and 
increase food security and nutri-
tion in rural communities. 

Fish farming

Story | Njambi Mugo & Photo | Kennedy Karanja

In this financial year 2021/2022, the county government has also set aside Ksh 6.1 million for; purchase and distribution of 7500 Kgs of 
fish feeds, procurement of 300, 000 fingerlings and procurement of two motorized fire glass boats. 

The 5,500 Kgs of 
high quality fish 
feeds will then be 
distributed to 220 
farmers across 
the 30 wards to 
enhance fisheries 
productivity in 
their farms. 
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Issuance of farm equipment in Kieni East

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
issued farm equipment to farm-
ers in Thegu River ward, Kieni East 
sub-county.
The farm items which included: 14 
chaff cutters, 10 forage choppers 
and three bean threshers to Gath-
athi-ini Men Self Help Group from 
the Kenya Climate Smart Agriculture 
Programme Project (KCSAP) will help 
boost food production and livestock 
farming in the area.
Governor Kahiga urged the area 
residents to form more community 
groups so that they can benefit from 
such projects in order to enhance 
their lives wholly. 
In Thegu River ward, KCSAP in con-
junction with the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri, has funded 31 farmer 
groups who have benefitted with 
over Ksh. 26 Million under micro 
project funding. 
The funding has gone to four value 

chains namely, Dairy cow value chain, 
Indigenous chicken value chain, Irish 
Potato value chin, beans value chain 
and natural resource management. 
KCSAP is a World Bank funded proj-
ect which is running in 24 counties 
nationally. Nyeri County was recent-
ly ranked number one the third time 
for the implementation of KCSAP 
projects. 
KSCAP which aims at increasing 
agricultural productivity and build-
ing resilience to climate change 
risk is being implemented in three 
sub-counties in Nyeri County which 
are Kieni West, Kieni East and Mukur-
we-ini sub-counties. 
The County Government is commit-
ted to continue collaborating with 
KCSAP to increase agricultural pro-
ductivity in the county seeing that 
agriculture is the backbone of Nyeri’s 
economy. 

Agriculture

Story | Jane Baru

In Thegu River ward, KCSAP in conjunction with the County Government of Nyeri, has funded 31 farmer groups who have benefitted 
with over Ksh. 26 Million under micro project funding. 
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Employability soft skills should 
be a necessity for every TVET 
graduate. However, these are 
skills which are lacking in most 
graduates; hence there is a need 
to empower them with the same 
improving their chances of em-
ployment. 

In light of this, the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri through the 
Department of Gender, Youth and 
Social Services has collaborated 
with Help Self Help Centre (HSHC) 
and has piloted a project which 
seeks to improve the employabil-
ity of TVET graduates within the 

county. The project is being sup-
ported by the Finish Embassy. 
In line with this, Nyeri Governor 
H.E Mutahi Kahiga met with a 
team from HSHC who updated 
him on the progress of the project 
so far. 

Training is slated to be done on 
28th and 29th of September, run-
ning concurrently in all the eight 
sub-counties for the 250 gradu-
ates who applied. 

Upon the successful completion 
of the training, the participants 
will be awarded a certificate in 

recognition of their added skills.
Further, in partnership with KEP-
SA, there will be a stakeholder’s 
engagement meeting with the 
trainees to broaden their net-
works with potential employers. 

The project will also see four in-
novative youth owned business 
ideas receive innovation awards. 
These will be from the most 
unique ideas that are linked to 
rural productive sectors. At least 
60% of the four incubated, inno-
vative business ideas are hoped 
to attract further up-scaling sup-
port from government, NGOS, pri-

vate sector and impact funders.

Governor Kahiga lauded HSHC for 
this noble project emphasizing 
that there is a need for graduates 
to be trained on how to present 
themselves for the job market.

He noted that the county gov-
ernment has started a vigorous 
internship programme which pro-
vides a platform for graduates to 
gain work experience and called 
upon organizations in Nyeri to 
embrace the model and incorpo-
rate youth in their organizations 
so as to gain necessary skills. 

Education

Employability soft skills training for TVET 
graduates in Nyeri

The project will also see four innovative youth owned business ideas receive innovation awards. These will be from the most unique 
ideas that are linked to rural productive sectors. At least 60% of the four incubated, innovative business ideas are hoped to attract 
further up-scaling support from government, NGOS, private sector and impact funders.

Story  | Jane Baru & Photo | Kennedy Karanja
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Trade KCSAP

CS Mucheru visit to 
Wangari Mathai Arts & 
Cultural Centre 

Commissioning of Lusoi 
Earth Dam project

The Ministry of Information and 
Communications; Innovation and 
Youth Cabinet Secretary Joe Muche-
ru accompanied by the CEC Depart-
ment of Trade, Tourism, Culture and 
Co-operatives Development Diana 
Kendi Tarichia paid a visit to the Wan-
gari Mathai Arts & Cultural Centre 
in Nyeri town as a follow up on the 
MOU signed between the County 
Government of Nyeri and Kenya Film 
Commission. 
The visit focused on the partnership 

between Kenya Film Commission 
(KFC) and the county government on 
the development of an ultra-modern 
cinema theatre where the county 
government is to provide for land 
and buildings for the cinema whilst 
KFC is to provide requisite equip-
ment.
The visit is in line with H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga’s vision of develop-
ment of culture and the arts as a 
source of income, public entertain-
ment and education. H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 

commissioned the Lusoi Earth 
Dam project in Thegu River 
ward, Kieni East sub-county. 
The project will cover about 
125 acres and is set to benefit 
over 825 farmers. 
The dam is under the sub 
project category of the Kenya 
Climate Smart Agricultural 
Project (KCSAP) programmes 
and has been desilted and re-
habilitated at a cost of about 
Kshs. 14.35 million. 
Further, Governor Kahiga pre-
sented cheques to Gakawa 
and Thegu Community Driv-
en Development Committees 
worth about Kshs. 27.35 mil-

lion and Kshs. 23.61 million 
respectively. 
He also issued out knapsack 
sprayers and Hose pipes to 
members of Common Interest 
Groups and Vulnerable Mar-
ginalized Groups in Thegu and 
Gakawa wards. 
In this financial year 2021/22, 
about Kshs. 8.88 million 
has been allocated for the 
upgrading of water intake, 
conveyance and distribution 
of irrigation pipes (7km) of 
Mureru Irrigation Water Proj-
ect. The project will benefit 
over 566 farmers with a cover-
age of 87 acres.

Story & Photo | Brenda Njabara

Story | Njambi Mugo & Photo | Kennedy Karanja
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This is not the first time the 
county has attempted to 
draft such a policy. In the 

first regime a draft document 
was compiled but somehow was 
never implemented.

I have always encouraged youth 
to participate in Governance and 
in late 2018 a few of us had a sit 
down with the newly appointed 
CEC Gender, Youth and Social 
Services Esther Ndung’u.

Our main concern was that her 
department had no allocation for 
youth empowerment programs 
as there was an unwritten rule 
that youth were never devolved.

This became a challenge anytime 
the youth came up with inno-
vative ideas that needed the 
support of the department.

In that first engagement we 
agreed on two main things; The 
need for a policy document and 
that the youth must be involved 
at subcounty level.

A policy document is important 
as it’s a rule that hopefully better 
guides decisions, resulting in 
positive outcomes that enhance 
the unit.

Earlier this year in the month of 
June, the County Assembly of 
Nyeri drafted the Nyeri Youth 
Development Bill 2021 in which 
a number of youths from across 
the county gave their input. The 
bill was approved and assented 
to by H.E Mutahi Kahiga earlier 
this month.

The bill created a framework for 
establishment of a youth devel-
opment committee, its functions 
and objectives. However, there 
are more youth issues that need 
to be addressed and required a 
robust policy framework.

I was excited to learn that World 
Vision, Africa Youth Transforma-
tion and AMREF had partnered 
with the department in holding 
Subcounty public participation 
forums. Initially the target 
number was 100 youth leaders 
per subcounty but this was 
reduced to 50 under the Ministry 
of Health Covid 19 protocols.

The forums took place from Sept 

13th to Sept 22nd involving over 
400 youth leaders mobilized 
from the wards within each 
subcounty.

The youth were split into five 
groups and tackled 11 thematic 
areas namely; Education, training 
& entrepreneurial skills develop-
ment, health, labour & unemploy-
ment, agriculture & agribusiness, 
drug & substance abuse, ICT 
& innovation, arts & sports, 
SGBV, governance & leadership, 
environmental sustainability, 
inclusion and social justice.

Each group had to identify the 
existing opportunities within 
the county, capture challenges, 
interventions and stakeholders 
under each thematic area.

Each group was able to present 
their work to H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
who was able to attend all the 8 
subcounty forums and engage 
the youth leaders on various 
issues.

In Mukurweini the youth had a 
chance to interact with Mr. Joe 
Mucheru, the Cabinet Secretary 
for Ministry of ICT, Innovation 
and Youth Affairs.
In Mathira East, we had a 

benchmarking visit from the 
CEC Gender and Youth, County 
Government of Kirinyaga Dr 
Margaret Mithamo.

Mr. Alex Sapingot of Africa Youth 
Transformation was able to join 
the youth in the first four sub-
counties while some MCAs were 
able to join some of the forums.

From this point the department 
shall compile all the views 
from the subcounties and then 
presented at a stakeholders 
meeting.

The stakeholders meeting shall 
come up with a draft policy that 
must undergo validation from 
the youth to ensure that it has 
captured everything the youth 
proposed.

Once the document is validated 
it shall be presented to cabinet 
for approval and then submitted 
to the County Assembly of Nyeri 
for further deliberations and 
approval.

His Excellency the Governor 
assured the youth that the policy 
shall be signed by December this 
year.

I wish to thank everyone involved 
in this process and for those who 
feel they were left out there shall 
be an opportunity at validation 
stage for everyone to give their 
input.

Nyeri youth development policy

By Nelson Maina - Budget Coordinator, the 
Chapter Six Group 

Opinion piece

Each group had to 
identify the exist-
ing opportunities 
within the county, 
capture challenges, 
interventions and 
stakeholders under 
each thematic area.


