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The Head of State lauded Gov-
ernor Kahiga for creating an 
enabling environment with the 
local leaders to ensure this proj-
ect is complete. 

The project which is the first 
one to be completed in the 
Dedan Kimathi Science & 
Technology Park (DeST-Park) 
will create jobs for thousands 
of local youth.

Story on page 3

Commissioning of semiconductor technologies 
limited in Nyeri

The programme will ensure each fish farmer, across the eight 
sub-counties benefit with 1,000 mono-sex Tilapia fingerlings for 
restocking of their ponds.

Story on page 6

Governor launches fish farming 
programme

The County Government of Nyeri under the 
leadership of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
has been praised for emerging third of 47 coun-
ties during the recently released Kenya County 
Budget Transparency Survey 2020. 
The 64-page survey is contained in an annual 
report conducted by International Budget Part-
nership Kenya (IBP). IBP has a long history 
of working in Kenya on a wide range of bud-

get issues. Their thematic areas are increasing 
public understanding of and engagement with 
budgets, and budget transparency. They en-
gage with civil society, media and government 
at both national and county level. Their work 
consists of research, technical assistance and 
training, and advocacy.

Continued on page 2 

Transparency
Last year, the County Government of Nyeri’s Finance Team was 
recognized by the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) 
as being in Position One among all counties in Kenya for its adherence 
to procurement laws and regulations with a 75% success

Why Nyeri emerged 
third nationally on 
budget transparency
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The survey evaluates how many key 
budget documents a county uploads 
on its website. A total of 11 key budget 
documents were assessed including; 
County Integrated Development Plan 
(CIDP), Annual Development Plan 
(ADP), Approved Programme-Based 
Budget (PBB), County Fiscal Strategy 
Paper (CFSP), County Quarterly Budget 
Implementation Review Report, Coun-
ty Budget Review and Outlook Paper 
(CBROP), Citizens Budget and Finance 
Act.
West Pokot County scored position one 
at 73, Laikipia and Nyeri 71 each while 
Makueni was ranked fourth with a score 
of 70.
Nyeri was also recognized among the 
counties that made the most significant 
gains by publishing 30 per cent more 
budget documents in the CBTS 2020 
as compared to the CBTS 2019. Other 
counties recognized for this were Turka-
na, Machakos, Samburu and Makueni.

The 2020 survey shows a persisting 
challenge where counties stopped pub-
lishing some budget documents they had 
published during previous surveys. For 
example, over the last three consecutive 
CBTS (2018-2020), only five counties: 
Elgeyo-Marakwet, Laikipia, Kilifi, Nyeri, 
and Nakuru, have consistently published 
their Approved Programme-Based Bud-
gets online. Another example: only five 
c o u n t i e s , 
Baringo, El-
geyo Marak-
wet, Kiambu, 
Laikipia, and 
West Pokot, 
consistent-
ly published 
their quarterly 
budget im-
plementation 
reports across 
all four quar-
ters.
C o m p a r e d 
to the OBS 
2019, which 
places Ken-
ya’s national 
level of bud-

get transparency at 50 out of 100 points, 
Kenya’s subnational units are lower than 
that at 33 out of 100 points. Only seven 
counties – West Pokot, Nyeri, Laikipia, 
Makueni, Samburu, Turkana, and El-
geyo Marakwet, qualified for the sec-
ond-highest performance category, scor-
ing B. Most counties fell under the last 
two categories scoring D and E.
The best-performing documents have a 
comprehensiveness score of 81 to 100 
– where the budget documents provide 
most of the information assessed based 
on this year’s questionnaire, presents 
the information in a clear structure, and 
makes the document publicly available 
as required in the law. Only 13 out of 180 
(7 per cent) published budget documents 
scored A (81-100 points). These are the 
Budget Review and Outlook Paper of 
Nairobi, Kitui, Kakamega, Kiambu, 
Makueni counties, the County Integrated 
Development Plans of Baringo, Embu, 
Tharaka Nithi counties, the County Fis-
cal Strategy Papers of Makueni, Kwale, 
and Muranga counties and the Quarterly 
Budget Implementation Reports of Bar-
ingo and Nyeri counties.
Despite scoring above 70 out of 100 
points in the comprehensiveness of ex-
penditure information
assessment in the CBTS 2020, Makue-
ni, West Pokot, and Turkana did not 
disclose all the essential expenditure in-
formation in their County Fiscal Strate-

gy Papers (CFSPs). Elgeyo Marakwet, 
Nyeri, Samburu, and Isiolo performed 
exemplarily in disclosing all the essen-
tial expenditure information in their CF-
SPs and can be referenced as best prac-
tice models.
Only six out of 34 counties - Makueni, 
Nyeri, Nyamira, Kwale, Nakuru, and 
West Pokot – published County Fiscal 
Strategy Papers (CFSP) provided some 
information about public participation. 
Apart from Makueni, Nyamira and West 
Pokot counties, which provided the in-
formation on both questions evaluated 
on CFSP, the other three counties only 
provided some information on one ques-
tion.
Laikipia is the only county that present-
ed substantial non-financial information 
in the documents it made publicly avail-

able and evaluated in the CBTS 2020 
and was the only county in the highest 
performing category of above 61 of 100 
points. Be that as it may, Laikipia county 
did not disclose any non-financial infor-
mation on the Quarterly Budget Imple-
mentation Review Report.
Other counties that performed fairly well 
include Baringo, Embu, Isiolo, Kwale, 
Machakos, Nyandarua, and Nyeri. Each 
scored an average of 60 of 100 points on 
the five questions used to evaluate the 
comprehensiveness of non-financial in-
formation disclosed by counties in pub-
lished budget documents.
Only two Counties - Baringo and Nyeri 
–presented non-financial information in 
their County Quarterly Budget Imple-
mentation Reports (CQBIRs). Baringo 
County provided the most extensive 
non-financial information based on the 
CBTS 2020 evaluation scoring 96 out 

of 100 points, which was the highest 
score any budget document attained in 
this year’s evaluation Nyeri County also 
provided extensive non-financial infor-
mation and scored 80 out of 100 points 
also falling in the highest performing 
category.
Also only two Counties - Baringo and 
Nyeri scored A (81-100 points) on the 
comprehensiveness of CQBIRs, and 
both provided information on non-finan-
cial performance actual achievements 
in the quarter at the programme and sub 
programme levels.
Most counties also did not fully link 
their current fiscal responsibilities with 
the previous year’s expenditure perfor-
mance. Only five counties - Kiambu, 
Nairobi, Nyandarua, Nyeri, and Tharaka 
Nithi, presented information on their ad-
herence to fiscal responsibilities set out 
in the Public Finance Management Act.
Nyeri County was also among the coun-
ties that have consistently published Pro-
gramme-Based Budget (PBBs) in all the 
last three CBTS (2018-2020). Others are 
Elgeyo-Marakwet, Laikipia, Kilifi and 
Nakuru.
Last year, the County Government of 
Nyeri’s Finance Team was recognized 
by the Public Procurement Regulatory 
Authority (PPRA) as being in Position 
One among all counties in Kenya for its 
adherence to procurement laws and reg-
ulations with a 75% success.
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Commissioning of semiconductor technologies 
ltd in Nyeri

International Firefighters Day

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
was honoured to host H.E President 
Uhuru Kenyatta during the launch 
of Semiconductor Technologies Ltd 
(STL) at Dedan Kimathi University of 
Technology (DeKUT), Nyeri County.
This is the first state-of the art modern 
factory in the African continent. It is a 
Public- Private Partnership (PPP) ini-
tiative between the DKUT and Amer-
ican nanotechnology firm 4Wave Inc. 
which will be manufacturing nano-
technology products such as integrated 
circuits and sensors used in electronic 
gadgets for the global market.
The project which is the first one to be 
completed in the Dedan Kimathi Sci-
ence & Technology Park (DeST-Park) 
will create jobs for thousands of local 
youth.
The Head of State lauded Governor 
Kahiga for creating an enabling envi-
ronment with the local leaders to en-
sure this project is complete. He also 
thanked B.G. Ndegwa family and De-
KUT for making this dream come true.
STL is a leading nanomaterials and 
semiconductor technology solutions 
provider in Kenya. The company’s 
focus is providing advanced materials 
development in the fields of semicon-
ductors, energy, agri-technology, bio-
technology and communications tech-

nology. The company’s partnership 
with 4Wave Inc., a Sterling Virginia 
USA, semiconductor solutions pro-
vider allows them to connect to a large 
supply chain serving many verticals in 
the chip technology industry.
The synergies between DeKUT, STL, 
Snowcap Development Ltd and other 

anchor clients that will be identified 
for the DeST-Park will facilitate the 
Government’s Big 4 Agenda on man-
ufacturing as well as the Vision 2030.
Furthermore, it will facilitate the 
growth of the DeKUT STP ecosystem 
which will consequently support the 
local manufacturing industry and the 

“Buy Kenya- Build Kenya” initiative.
According to the Big 4 Agenda, the 
manufacturing industry is a crucial en-
gine for sustaining economic growth 
and development, job creation and 
poverty alleviation.

Firefighters are among the bravest and 
most fearless individuals who devote 
their life to the safety of others. 
To honor the work and sacrifice made 
by these brave men, the Department 
of Gender, Youth and Social Services 
joined the rest of the world in commem-
orating the International firefighters’ day 
(IFFD), which is observed on May 4th, 
every year.
The day also pays respects to those who 
have lost their lives in the line of duty.
Special thanks to our firemen in Nyeri 
and Karatina for dedicating their lives to 
such a noble cause.

The President lauded Governor Kahiga for creating an enabling environment to ensure this project is complete

The day also pays respects to those who have lost their lives in the line of duty
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Governor & CS launch Maternal and Newborn 
units in Othaya

Amref's support to CGN on Covid-19 vaccine deployment

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
joined Health CS Hon. Mutahi Kag-
we for the official launch of the new-
ly renovated Maternal and Newborn 
Units at Kenyatta National Hospital- 
Othaya Annex. 
The facility, which has been revamped 
and equipped by Safaricom Foun-
dation, will boost specialized care in 
Nyeri as well as neighbouring coun-
ties such as Laikipia, Nyandarua, 

Murang’a and Meru Counties. The 
revamped facility will transform the 
lives of mothers and newborns in 
Nyeri and nearby areas through in-
creasing access to quality health ser-
vices. 
The unit has been equipped with ven-
tilators, heaters, baby cots while the 
maternal HDU received patient mon-
itors, cardiac monitoring equipment, 
furniture and stationery for medical 

staff. 
Health CS thanked Safaricom Foun-
dation for their tireless efforts and 
partnership in accomplishing the 
important mission of affordable and 
quality healthcare not only in mater-
nal and child health but also health-
care in general. 
He also lauded Governor Kahiga and 
Nyeri MCAs for the Health Fund Bill 
which was passed recently, noting 

that it will positively revolutionize the 
health sector. 
Governor Kahiga thanked the CS for 
his continued support and that of the 
Ministry of Health (MoH) especial-
ly in the management of Covid-19 
pandemic. He also appealed to MoH 
to equip a laboratory within Nyeri 
County Referral Hospital (PGH) 
which will be instrumental in the test-
ing of Coronavirus. 
Safaricom Foundation Chairman Joe 
Ogutu noted that the units will see 
the reduction of maternal and infant 
mortality rates, encourage skilled de-
liveries and decrease maternal and 
neonatal complications. 
They also launched ‘Trees for Health’, 
a tree planting initiative which will 
boost the regeneration and beautifi-
cation of the environment. Over 5,000 
trees will be planted in the hospital. 
Hon. Kagwe also thanked other part-
ners who have supported the facili-
ty including the National Assembly 
Health Committee led by Hon. Sabina 
Chege, AstraZeneca, World Wildlife 
Fund, Lotto and Ahadi Trust. 

Amref Health Africa in Kenya with 
funding from Chicago Community 
Trust supported the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri through the De-
partment of Health Services in the 
deployment of Covid-19 Vaccine.
Areas of support include:
• Planning, coordinating and 
technical support.
• Capacity building for the 

Health Work force.
• Demand creation for vacci-
nation
• Service delivery, to include 
vaccination outreaches.
Both parties have also kicked off a 
support supervision of vaccination 
centres.

The facility will transform the lives of mothers and newborns by increasing access to quality health services 

THE NYERI MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | MAY ISSUE, 2021 

www.nyeri.go.ke
4



THE NYERI MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | MAY ISSUE, 2021 

www.nyeri.go.ke
5

Routine visit at Mt. Kenya hospital

Representation of health workers in Nyeri County

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga made a 
routine visit to Mt. Kenya Hospital to 
check the progress of the ongoing con-
struction of an isolation ward that is be-
ing set up in the facility.
The isolation ward will come in handy 
in increasing the bed capacity in the hos-
pital and will eventually serve the larger 
Nyeri County by decongesting the other 
hospitals in the area.
The governor also inspected the oxygen 
plant that is already in use and a recently 
installed generator that has also revital-
ized the running of the hospital.
Governor Kahiga noted that the County 
Government of Nyeri is committed to 
continue providing optimum health care 
for the people of Nyeri and sustain it.
He lauded the medical practitioners in 
the facility for their selfless work as they 
continue to cater for the health needs for 
Nyeri citizens while urging them to keep 
safe as they are in the forefront battling 
the pandemic.
He persuaded the citizenry to continue 
observing the stipulated MoH proto-
cols in a bid to curb the further spread 
of Coronavirus. Further urging them to 
continue wearing masks, to sanitize and 
wash their hands regularly as well as to 
maintain social distance.

The County Government of Nyeri has 1,676 skilled staff in the 
public health sector. This includes 33 medical specialists (i.e. 1 
neurosurgeon,  10 physicians, 10 surgeons among others) 62 doc-
tors, 22 pharmacists, 14 specialist/dental officers, 791  nurses, 135  
clinical officers, 90 medical laboratory staff, among others. We 
also have 181 health workers under  the National  UHC  program.

The county government has just advertised positions for 70 nurs-
es, 15 of whom are specialists (12 ICU, 1 oncology and 2 renal) 
to replace those who retired in the last one year and improve our 
capacity in the specialized units. This is a process conducted an-
nually. 
It is worth noting that during UHC implementation, Nyeri was 
ranked best in terms of staffing ratios.

The County is also paying salaries for  40+ doctors who are cur-
rently pursuing  postgraduate trainings and whose duration range 
between 3-6 years.

The governor also inspected an oxygen plant that is already in use and a recently installed generator
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
launched a fish farming programme 
where 167,000 fingerlings will be dis-
bursed to about 200 fish farmers in all 
the eight sub counties.
The programme launched at Kariumba 
area in Kamakwa- Mukaro ward, Nyeri 
Central sub-county will ensure each fish 
farmer, across the eight sub-counties 
benefit with 1,000 mono-sex Tilapia fin-
gerlings for restocking of their ponds.
Fish is rich in calcium and phosphorus 
and a great source of minerals such as 
iron, zinc, iodine, magnesium and potas-
sium.
Governor Kahiga who was accompanied 
by area MCA Hon. John Ndumia noted 
that the programme will empower farm-
ers, earn income and boost food security.
He added that the programme is geared 
towards changing the mindset of Nyeri 
residents in regard to fish consumption 
and farming for its innumerable benefits.
“In the last few years, we have spent over 
Kshs. 50 million in rehabilitation of the 
over 225 fish ponds, restocking of fish in 
dams, purchasing of dam liners and also 
purchasing of fish feeds to boost food 
security. Fish rearing require less labour 
hence many farmers can be attracted to 
this initiative for commercial purposes,” 
he added.
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries 
CEC James Wachihi noted that the Ti-
lapia fingerlings will ensure the farmers 
earn money after their maturity in eight 

months.
Local farmers also lauded the initiative 
by the County Government of Nyeri 
saying they are fully behind it to ensure 
they earn more income.
In the last financial year of 2019/2020, 

the department also restocked about 40 
dams across the county.
The purpose of restocking fish in dams 
which are managed by the community 
is to improve the diet of the wider com-
munity, conserve the environment and 

also for proper utilization of available 
resources in Nyeri County.

In the last financial year of 2019/2020, the department also restocked about 40 dams across the county

Governor launches fish farming programme
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Nyeri Fire Station commended for fast response 

Nyeri governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
inspected the ongoing tarmacking of 
Kianda road in Rware ward, Nyeri 
Central sub-county.
The 340-metre road, being construct-
ed at a cost of Kshs. 24 million, is 
part of the ongoing roads upgrade 
program across the 30 wards by the 
County Government of Nyeri.
This is the first time the road is being 
upgraded to bitumen standard.
Being one of the access roads to Nyeri 
town, the upgraded road will signifi-
cantly ease the movement of people 
and transportation of goods. 
Governor Kahiga noted that street 
lights will be installed to improve 
security in the area. He further add-
ed that he is committed to improv-
ing road network within the county, 
which will consequently improve 
revenue streams from trade as people 
will now be able to conduct their trad-
ing business as they should.
In the current financial year 
2020/2021, the county government 
has set aside about Kshs. 450 million 
which will upgrade about 250 kilo-
metres of roads across the county.

Recently, a massive blaze broke out at 
the Ministry of Works houses in Kieni 
East sub-county. Fire engines rushed 
from Nyeri town to the scene where 
the gallant firemen battled to contain 
the blaze. 
Witnesses claim the cause of fire to be 
a faulty electric line which sparked, 
thus igniting the three-roomed house. 
No injuries were recorded.
The fire brigade was commended by 
the locals for its fast response, seeing 
that the towns are set far apart.
Kindly take note of the emergency 
phone numbers in the event an inci-
dent occurs: 
0612 032 961 for Nyeri fire station and 
0721 367 998 /0777 367 998 for Kara-
tina fire station
Keep Safe!

This is the first time the road is being upgraded to bitumen standard

These hydrants will allow firefighters to access a steady flow of water supply during firefighting operations.

Inspection of tarmacking along Kianda road
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
launched a dairy goat project and dis-
tributed water tanks in Mukurwe-ini 
sub-county.
The goat project has targeted 15 local 
farmers’ groups in Mukurwe-ini Cen-
tral ward where over 300 families will 
benefit directly.
The 15 groups received a total of 31 
does (female) and 15 bucks (male).
The French Alphine breed dairy goats 

are the best breed in the region es-
pecially in the areas of Thangathi, 
Ichamara, Maganjo, Gathungururu, 
Kimondo, Kaharo, Mbugua, Kian-
gondu, Karurumo among other areas. 
The goats will increase the house-
holds’ income from sales of breeding 

does and bucks as well as create em-
ployment for women and the local 
youth.
The farmer’s will also benefit from 
the animals’ high quality milk which 
is good for the aged and small chil-
dren and high quality manure which 

will subsequently increase crop pro-
duction.
The governor also distributed over 
100 water tanks of 1,000-litre capacity 
each for water harvesting in the area 
from the Water Department. 
The Department of Water, Irrigation, 
Environment and Climate Change 
has purchased 105 water tanks to 
enhance roof water harvesting in the 
households and further purchased 
303 water metres in the current finan-
cial year. The second batch of tanks 
will be delivered to the residents this 
month.
Hon. Kaguchia and Hon. Gatheru 
thanked the governor for initiating 
many projects in the area which have 
been of great benefit to the locals.

The goats will increase the households’ income from sales of breeding does & bucks as well as create employment

Governor 
launches 
dairy goat 
project & 
water tanks 
distribution

Inspection of proposed sites for healthcare projects

Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga joined Kieni MP Hon. 
Kanini Kega and Health CS Hon. Mutahi Kagwe to in-
spect proposed sites for some transformational projects in 
the health sector in Lachuta, Gatarakwa Ward and Birisha, 
Mugunda Ward in Kieni constituency. 
The proposed sites are for the construction of the Ken-
ya Medical Training College (KMTC) - Kieni, a Level 4 
Hospital, a trauma centre and a rehabilitation centre that 
will benefit the people of Kieni as well as Nyeri citizenry. 
Once completed, these projects will lift the face of Kieni 
particularly on the health sector with an additional hospi-
tal to the Naromoru Level 4 hospital that is almost com-
plete. 


