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Nyeri County’s leadership
lauded for excellence

H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa issued farm equipment 
and seedlings worth Kshs. 
2.6 Million to 10 communi-
ty groups in Gakawa ward, 
Kieni East sub county.
The governor who was 
accompanied by Agricul-
ture CEC James Wachihi 
and area MCA Hon. Amos 
Kanyai urged the group 
leaders to ensure transparen-
cy and accountability in the 

management of the resourc-
es and equipment.
The items distributed in-
clude chaff  cutters, jack 
pumps, beans thresher, seed 
planters, walking planters, 
vegetable driers, briquetting 
equipment among others.
The governor also distrib-
uted hundreds of grafted 
avocados and tangerines, 
strawberry and mountain 
pawpaws.

The farm items from the 
Kenya Climate Smart Ag-
riculture Project (KCSAP) 
will help in boosting food 
production in the area. This 
is one of the Big 4 Agenda of 
ensuring food security.
Nyeri County was recently 
awarded number one for the 
implementation of KCSAP 
programmes.

The County Government of 
Nyeri’s leadership has been 
lauded for its exemplary 

performance, which is notable from 
the numerous streaks of wins in the 
last three years.

Both local and national government 
leaders have commended the Nyeri 
County under the stewardship of 
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga has 
continuously bagged commendable 
victories in a show of dedication and 

devotion, a move that has seen the 
governor being commended several 
times by a number of leaders for his 
stellar performance.

Continued on page 2

ICU services 
resume at the 
Nyeri County 
Referral Hospital

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (pic-
tured) was pleased to announce that 
the services at the Nyeri County Refer-
ral Hospital’s ICU have now resumed.
Accompanied by the Health CEC Dr. 
Rachel Kamau and the Health Director 
Dr. Nelson Muriu, he toured the facil-
ity to inspect it noting that the county 
government is committed to providing 
quality health care to the citizens of 
Nyeri.
“The challenge arose when the manu-
facturing company was unable to fur-
nish the county with supplies in form 
of machine parts needed. This was 
occasioned by a delay in shipment of 
parts because of the Covid-19 pan-
demic that aff ected shipment globally. 
We are however happy to announce 
that the services in ICU are back and 
the facility is operational, “ noted the 
governor. 
Governor Kahiga also interacted with 
a section of Nyeri residents and ex-
changed progressive ideas with them.

By Governor's Press Unit

Excellence!

By Joseph Wambugu

By Joseph Wambugu

Gakawa groups receive farm items from 
KCSAP
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Continued from page 1...

Governor Kahiga has been lauded 
for overseeing the successful 
implementation of national government 
projects including the Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC), in which the county 
was selected to pilot together with Isiolo, 
Machakos and Kisumu.
Speaking during the launch of Kenyatta 
University Teaching, Research and 
Referral Hospital, H.E President Uhuru 

Kenyatta lauded the governor for 
fostering harmonious partnerships and 
his continued support to the Othaya 
Level IV Hospital-Kenyatta Annex 
which resulted in creation of impeccable 
quality health standards for the citizenry.

“I wish to thank the governor of Nyeri for 
seeing it fi t to encourage this partnership 
and further urge other governors to 
emulate him in such partnerships 
between our two governments which 
will be of tremendous value to the local 
wananchi,” noted the Head of State.

Universal Health Coverage forms one 
of the National Government’s Big Four 
Agenda, with the aspiration being that 
all Kenyans are able to access essential 
quality health services without suff ering 
fi nancial hardship hence leaving no one 
behind. The Ministry of Health Chief 
Administrative Secretary Dr. Rashid 
Aman (inset) also commended the 
Governor Kahiga led administration 
pointing out the remarkable work being 
done in the health department particularly 
the implementation of the same.

“I want to appreciate the Nyeri County 
leadership for the support they have 
off ered through their Health Department 
for the implementation of UHC 
programme which is now complete,” he 
added.

Further, the Ministry of Devolution CS 
Eugene Wamalwa applauded the Nyeri 
County leadership, which has proved 

that indeed devolution is working. 
In line with this, Nyeri County has 
been recognized as among the best 
run devolved units by the World 
Bank, having tied at position one 
in the last fi nancial year 2019/2020 
together with Makueni, Nyandarua 
and Elgeyo Marakwet Counties from 
position two in the fi nancial year 
2018/2019. Nyeri’s rise is due to having 
accomplished set parameters in fi ve key 
areas; Public Financial Management, 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, 
Human Resource and Performance 
Management, Civic Education and 
Public Participation and Environmental 
and Social performance. The county 
has been further awarded a tranche of 
money through the Kenya Devolution 
Support Programme (KDSP) which 
seeks to support capacity building 
and institutional strengthening. The 
Governor Kahiga led administration is 
using the funds to construct a Level 4 
facility in Naromoru, Kieni East.

On the other hand, former Kakamega 
Senator Dr. Boni Khalwale, described 
Governor Kahiga as a humble servant 
adding that this is among the reasons 
why things are seamlessly working in 
Nyeri County.
“If governors think that there’s nothing 
they can do for the people, let them 

learn from the governor of Nyeri. He is 
a humble Kenyan and a servant of the 
people and things are getting done in his 
county,” Khalwale added.

Dagoretti South MP who also doubles 
up as WSPU Kenya Chapter President 
Hon. John Kiarie lauded the Governor 
Kahiga government noting it is not 
only a working government but also 
a performing one. He noted that it is 
because of this exemplary leadership 

that Nyeri County is attracting such 
partnerships from state and none state 
stakeholders. 

Hon. Kiarie also acknowledged the 
cordial working relationship between the 
governor and his staff  urging them not 
to take this for granted stating that the 
cordial working relationship is evident in 
the way programmes and initiatives are 
implemented. Hon. Kiarie was speaking 
during the signing of MoU between the 
County Government of Nyeri and World 
Scouts Parliamentary Union last week.

A number of programmes in which the 
county government is leading include:
• Has been ranked position one 
in the implementation of the Kenya 
Climate Smart Agricultural Program 
(KCSAP) which aims at increasing 
agricultural productivity and building 

resilience to climate change, reduce/
remove greenhouse gases and enhance 
achievement of national food and 
nutrition security as part of the Big Four 
agenda.
• The county has been awarded 
Kshs. 236 Million by the Kenya Urban 
Support Program (KUSP) which it 
has used to construct a state-of-the-art 
Modern Bus Termini in Nyeri town.
• The Department of County 
Public Service Management has been 

awarded by the County Pension Fund 
as the best county in timely payment 
of employee pension and member 
affi  liation.
• The county has been selected 
among the pilot counties for the coff ee 
revitalization program which will 
be undertaken through the National 
Agricultural and Rural Inclusive Project 
funded by the World Bank with an aim 
of reforming the coff ee sector.
• The county’s Finance team 
has been recognized by the Public 
Procurement Regulatory Authority 
(PPRA) as being in Position one in 
adherence to procurement laws and 
regulations with a 75% success. The 
Finance department also put Nyeri on 
a pedestal for being among only 12 
counties that were hailed by Treasury 
CS Ukur Yatani for clearing its pending 
bills.

The cordial working relationship is also 
evident seeing that the County Executive 
in partnership with the County Assembly 
assented to the Nyeri County Flag and 
Other Symbols Bill, 2020. In the spirit 
of institutionalizing devolution, Nyeri 
County now has a county fl ag, a coat of 
arms and a seal.

On these strengths, the County 
Government of Nyeri led by H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga is committed to 
keep scaling the heights and endeavoring 
to do right by Wanjiku. 
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Coffee revitalization for Kirimukuyu ward

Nyeri listed for complying with all the procurement laws

The New TEKANGU Farmers’ 
Cooperative Society held a public 
meeting to discuss the revitaliza-
tion of coff ee at Thamaru Technical 
Training Institute in Kirimukuyu 
ward, Mathira West sub-county.
The cooperative society consists 
of a pilot group of farmers who are 
part of a project to enliven coff ee 
farming in the ward.
Kirimukuyu ward MCA Hon. An-
thony Ndagita assured the farmers 
that the County Government of 
Nyeri is going to walk with them 
on the coff ee revitalization journey 
by providing them with strong and 
healthy coff ee seedlings, manure 
and training them on proper plant-
ing and grooming methods.
Agriculture Livestock and Fish-
eries CEC James Wachihi com-
mended the MCA for working 
tirelessly towards the support for 
coff ee farmers in the ward. He also 

assured the farmers that the county 
government intends to cooperate 
with them in bringing back the val-
ue chain to its former glory. He not-
ed that coff ee is one of the county 
government’s priority value chains 
and a key pillar of the Nyeri Coun-
ty economy and therefore every ef-
fort must be put in place to improve 
the sector performance.
The CEC also sensitized the farm-
ers on ongoing coff ee reforms, and 
the larger revitalization program 
which will be implemented in all 
six coff ee growing sub-counties. 
Among the interventions under that 
program will include; soil testing, 
enhanced farmer training on proper 
coff ee grooming and husbandry, re-
habilitation of a few factories, mar-
ket linkages among others.

In accordance to the Public Procure-
ment & Asset Disposal Act, 2015, 
all procuring entities are required to 
submit reports on public procurement 
and asset disposal transactions to the 
Public Procurement Regulatory Au-

thority. 
Following this, the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri under the leadership 
of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga has 
been recognized for complying with 
the public procurement laws in all the 

three categories. 
They include:

1. Among the 12 counties who have 
submitted the half-year report on im-
plementation of the preference and 

reservation scheme un-
der the Access to Gov-
ernment Procurement 
Opportunities (AGPO) 
programme for the youth, 
women and persons with 
disabilities. 

2. Among the 15 coun-
ties who have published 
tender opportunities and 
contract awards in the 
Portal every 15th day of 
the subsequent month. 

3.  Among the 24 coun-
ties which have timely 
registered and published 
tenders and contracts in 
the portal. 

Nyeri Finance CEC Rob-
ert Thuo has noted that 
the County Government 
of Nyeri has endeavored 
to comply with Public 

Procurement and Disposal Act 2015 
and Regulations 2020.

By Brian Kanyungu

By Njambi Mugo

The cooperative consists of a pilot group of farmers who are part of a project to enliven coffee farming.

Public Procurement & Asset Disposal Act, 2015 requires all procuring entities to submit reports to PPRA.
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Why you need to invest in Nyeri County

Nyeri County has a wide range of in-
vestment opportunities which are yet 
to be fully exploited.
The County Government of Nyeri un-
der the stewardship of the H.E Gov-
ernor Mutahi Kahiga has made every 
eff ort to create a conducive environ-
ment for conducting business in the 
county. This will not only create more 
job opportunities but also improve the 
county’s economy. It is for this reason 
that you are welcomed to invest in this 
great county.
Agriculture
Agriculture directly contributes 26% 
of Kenya’s annual GDP and another 
25% indirectly. In Nyeri County, the 
docket currently employs 32.84% of 
the population. With an agricultural 
potential of 758.5 square kilometers 
of arable land, agribusiness is one of 
the main economic activities within 
the county.
• Coff ee/Tea Value Addition- opportu-
nities for niche markets such as green 
tea, orthodox teas, ready to drink 
(juice tea) and organic tea for local 
and export consumption exist. Simi-
larly, opportunities for coff ee milling, 
blending, packaging and coff ee spe-
cialties exists for both export and local 
consumption. Investing in the two val-
ue-chains, which have not been fully 
exploited, can be achieved by shifting 
to higher value-added activities within 
the chain, an expansion referred to as 
vertical process integration. 
•Milk Processing- Nyeri County an-
nual milk production totals to over 113 
Million litres per year. However, the 
county only has few institutions doing 
value-addition of milk to powdered 

milk, cheese, butter, ghee, yoghurt, 
ice-cream and fl avored condensed 
milk which aids in reducing milk glut. 
• Contract Farming- There is unex-
ploited opportunities in contract farm-
ing to produce horticultural products 
for export e.g. vegetables and fl owers. 
• Feeds Manufacturing- There exists 
an investment gap in the production 
of quality and aff ordable animal feeds. 
The objective is to enable farmers to 
have access to quality and aff ordable 
animal feeds thus reducing their pro-
duction and operational costs and con-
sequently improving their output. 
• Poultry Processing Plant- Value-ad-
dition through processing chicken to 
reduce the rudimentary form that is 
not ideal for human consumption is 
a crucial initiative. Chicken is widely 
consumed in many households, ho-
tels, schools and restaurants. 
• Avocado Processing/Packaging of 
Macadamia Nuts- There is a need for 
more investment in large-scale avoca-
do production and value addition into 
fi nished products such as body oils. 
Nyeri is located in a strategic central 
location hence can facilitate transport 
of Avocadoes and Macadamias from 
Muranga, Kiambu, Meru, Kirinyaga, 
and Nyandarua Counties.
• Processing of Honey and Honey 
by-products- This business idea in-
volves the processing of honey into 
refi ned products and by-products. Pro-
cessing organic honey, manufacturing 
bee-keeping equipment, and promot-
ing bee products is in high demand in 
developed markets.
• Fish Farming- The county has the 
potential to produce over 500,000 

metric tons of fi sh annually. This can 
be achieved through promotion of 
cage fi sh farming, fi sh ponds and fi sh 
farming in dams. The county has one 
processing plant and there exists an 
opportunity to improve fi sh farming 
and processing through investing in 
modern equipment. 
Manufacturing
Nyeri is a home to most agribusiness 
manufacturing plants. Nonetheless, it 
is a perfect investment location for the 
establishment of agro-chemical plants 
given the fact that most of its neigh-
bouring counties are also agriculture 
based. There is also room for other un-
explored manufacturing plants includ-
ing agrochemicals, building equip-
ment and spices processing. 
Mining
Mining is an upcoming economic 
frontier in the county. The government 
is focused on a housing program pri-
marily using bricks made from both 
black soil and cement. As such, there’s 
a need to get on board and be part of 
the mining boom, a lucrative invest-
ment that provides an alternative and 
cheaper building technology. 
Health
With the rising cases of Non Commu-
nicable Diseases (NCDs) and preva-
lence of cancer the health sector cre-
ates a huge investment opportunity for 
instance: Gyms and Wellness Centers, 
Medical Laboratory/Imaging/ Medi-
cal Apparatus and Consumables, Pri-
vate Hospitals & Funeral Homes
Tourism and Hospitality
The Tourism and Hospitality sector 
is one that has been earmarked by the 
county government to spur economic 

growth. As such, investment oppor-
tunities are welcomed in an eff ort to 
achieve the vision of making Nyeri a 
globally competitive tourist destina-
tion. Some of the eff orts done include 
mapping new hiking routes to Mount 
Kenya and Aberdare ranges eff orts, 
geared towards increasing and attract 
both local and foreign tourists. 
Education
Education sector is one key depart-
ment with the leadership focused on 
improving education standards in-
cluding supporting the 100% transi-
tion to CBC program by the National 
Government. With the growing popu-
lation, mostly consisting of middle in-
come earners, in Nyeri, there’s a need 
for creation of more ECDE centres, 
primary and secondary schools and a 
Skill Development Centre which off er 
quality education. 
ICT
Nyeri being an up and coming town 
has an unexploited market for inves-
tors interested in this venture. Inves-
tors should consider exploiting the 
market development and hosting of 
websites, web development and de-
sign related services and products for 
upcoming and existing organizations 
in the region.
Other Business Opportunities include: 
Multi-storey Car Park, Real Estate and 
Infrastructure, Transport and logistics, 
Financial and Insurance Services, Mo-
tor vehicle service centres, manufac-
ture of Bamboo products, wood sea-
soning among others.
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President, Governor inspect and commission 
national government’s projects

H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga joined 
H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta in 
inspecting some of the ongoing projects 
in various parts of Nyeri County as they 
addressed residents on development 
matters.   
Together, they inspected the almost 
complete Chaka ultra- modern market 
which is expected to be opened in the 
next one month by the head of state.
The Kshs. 1 billion ultra-modern market 
which is 98% complete will transform 
livelihoods in the area by providing a 
very conducive environment for traders 
to conduct business and farmers to 
market their produce.
The ongoing construction of 
neighbouring Chaka market and 
modern Railway Station in the town 
will transform the township and benefi t 
locals. 
The president promised to establish 
a processing plant which will benefi t 
local youth through job creation. 
At Junction Villa in Kabaru ward, Kieni 
East sub-county, President Kenyatta 
commissioned the last mile electricity 
connectivity project which will 
connect 216 households to the national 
electricity grid and light up several 
public institutions including schools, 

markets and health centres.
He also pledged the tarmacking of 
Tagwa-Mbiriri-Kimahuri-Warazo Jet 
road which will ease the movement as 
well as transportation of farm produce 
from Kabaru, one of the main food 

baskets of Nyeri County. 
In support of dairy farmers, President 
Kenyatta promised the installation of a 
milk cooling plant, which will increase 
the milk, collected subsequently 
increasing their earnings. 

The president called upon people 
to remain united and reiterated his 
commitment to delivering the Big Four 
Agenda. 

The County 
Government of 
Nyeri through the 
Department of Lands, 
Housing, Planning 
and Urbanization 
initiated a project 
geared towards the 
revival of Warazo Jet 
Business Centre in 
Kabaru ward, Kieni 
East sub-county. 
In 2017, a proposed 
plan was created by 
the Ministry of Lands 
to develop Warazo 
Jet but was never 
implemented. In 
2019, H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga 
approved the project’s 
implementation. 
The planning team has 
been reviewing the 
previous proposal plan 
while still considering 

the proposals from the 
area residents to come 
up with consolidated 
improved plans for 
the project.
In line with this goal, 
a team of surveyors, 
cartographers and 
physical planners 
from the county 
government led by 
the Director of Survey 
Daniel Mukiri, 
visited the area and 
picked coordinates 
of boundaries and 
structures. 
The project will 
revive Warazo Jet 
Business Centre by 
bringing growth 
and development 
to the community. 
Permanent business 
structures, a market, 
storage facilities 

for farm produce, 
a milk cooling and 
processing plant, a 
health facility and 
a sewerage & solid 
waste management 
are planned to be 
established. 
Area residents 
requested that a 
borehole be dug in 
the locality which 
will tackle the water 
challenge they face 
due to an increase 
in population over 
the years. They also 
appealed that a health 
facility be set up, as 
the area lacks one 
and end up walking a 
distance of about 6km 
to Munyu Dispensary 
to access health 
services.

President Kenyatta commissioned the last mile electricity connectivity project which will connect 216 households.

Revival of Warazo Jet Business Centre
By  Pauline Nguru

By Joseph Wambugu
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The County Government of Nyeri 
under the leadership of H.E Muta-
hi Kahiga has engaged development 
partners in pursuing Public -Private 
Partnership (PPP) business model, a 
viable mechanism to guarantee a re-
turn on investment and speedy com-
pletion of infrastructure. 
The Public Private Partnerships in 
agriculture, health, education, trade 
manufacturing and housing sectors 
will ensure more benefi ts for Nyerians 
and also prudent use and manage-
ment of resources in Nyeri County.
Some of the past engagements from 
the governor include:

British
Subsequent to the British High Com-
missioner H.E Jane Marriot recent 
visit to Nyeri County, several matters 
which the two entities have partnered 
in were deliberated on including post 
Covid-19 economic recovery strategy 
which UK is supporting the county 
through the Tony Blair Institute for 
Global Change (TBI). The two lead-
ers also agreed to look into the follow-
ing sectors for partnership: Agricul-
ture, Trade, Tourism and Machinery 
& Equipment with an aim of boosting 
our local economy. 

Italy
On matters Health, GoalSmilesOnlus, 
an Italian NGO donated two modern 
dental units stationed at St. Elizabeth 

of Hungary Mugunda Dispensary. 
The modern units have eased delivery 
of dental care and ensured comfort 
for patients while undergoing treat-
ment. Italian doctors have also helped 
in capacity building of health practi-
tioners by training them on special-
ized treatment in endoscopy and renal 
treatment among other specialized 
treatments.
In the Education sector, GoalSmile-
sOnlus donated kitchenware worth 
Kshs.3 million to Nairutia Vocational 
Training Centre. The equipment has 
aided students to acquire practical 
skills in the food and beverage fi eld. 
In the Agriculture sector, the county 
government partnered with Illycaff e 
Company, Italy-Kenya Trade Asso-
ciation and Commodity Fund to dis-
cuss matters aff ecting coff ee. Illycaff e 
is an Italian coff ee roasting company 
that specialiazes in the production 
of expresso. On the Manufacturing 
front, the county government part-
nered with Alpharama Ltd led by Dr. 
P.V Sambasiva Rao in an aim to boost 
leather industry in Nyeri. 

Israel
In March, 2019, a partnership was 
formed between the county govern-
ment and Israel which has brought 
forth notable changes results in var-
ious departments including Health, 
Finance, Education and ICT, Agricul-
ture, Water and Environment. Train-

ing of staff  and also bringing on board 
Israel private sector engagement was 
done in a bid to promote an economic 
turnaround for the county.

USAID
The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) ini-
tiated a partnership with the County 
Government of Nyeri through the 
Country’s Development Coopera-
tion Strategy for Kenya, 2020 aimed 
at transforming Kenya’s economic 
stability while steering the country 
towards the achievement of vision 
2030. Under the health sector, US-
AID through its Medicines Technol-
ogies and Pharmaceutical Services 
(MTaPs) program has facilitated a 
training on Healthcare Associated In-
fections (HAIs) and Continuous Qual-
ity Improvement (CQI) for focal per-
sons in 18 facilities within the county 
targeting Infection Prevention Con-
trol (IPC) coordinator, focal contacts 
and maternity in charges.
Further, the county hospitals received 
14 portable ventilators which was a 
great boost to the health sector in the 
midst of Covid-19 pandemic. Anoth-
er key facilitation from the USAID 
through the Kenya Youth Employ-
ment and Skills Program (K-YES) 
was the Youth Employment Compact 
Launch, a fi ve year program aimed at 
enhancing employability of Kenyan 
youths by training them life skills in 

entrepreneurship training, agribusi-
ness training as well as provides link-
ages to the market, fi nancial institu-
tions among others.

Hungary
On December 2020, the county gov-
ernment forged a partnership with 
the Hungarian Government, through 
the Trade and Development team, 
that is set to ensure that Nyeri Coun-
ty benefi ts widely. The partnership is 
set to create market access for agri-
cultural products such as tea, coff ee 
and avocados from Nyeri to Hunga-
ry. In addition, the two governments 
have created a partnership with Nyeri 
TVETs and Hungarian Institutions to 
enhance quality training. Pakistan
Following the visit of Pakistan’s High 
Commissioner, H.E. SaqlanSyedah, 
the County Government of Nyeri 
formed a partnership with the Paki-
stani Government, to help come up 
with measures to make their collabo-
ration fruitful. The partnership is set 
to benefi t various departments includ-
ing: Agriculture, Trade, ICT among 
others. The collaboration will help 
come up with new farming techniques 
for the Nyeri farmers and also help in 
supporting the county government in 
branding, packaging and marketing 
of Nyeri tea, coff ee, Hass avocados, 
mangoes and other crops. 

CGN’s public private partnership with 
international entities
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This will ensure more benefi ts for Nyerians and also prudent use and management of resources in the County.

By Governor's Press Unit



7
THE NYERI MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | FEBRUARY ISSUE, 2021 

www.nyeri.go.ke

FKF Nyeri County League launch

The issuance of identity cards to ma-
ture street persons program is an ini-
tiative of County Government of Nyeri, 
through the Department of Gender, 
Youth and Social Services, in collabo-
ration with the Department of Health 
and the National Government through 
Department of National Registration, 
Central region. 
The program is aimed at ensuring the 
street persons who have turned of age 
acquire their national identity cards, 
and similarly enjoy the benefi ts that 
come with it. 
To determine their eligibility, they are 
fi rst taken to the Referral Hospital for 
age assessment using dental x-ray - Or-
thopantomogram (OPG). This assess-
ment looks at the diff erent stages of 
molar teeth development to guide clini-
cal estimation of ages for those without 
birth records.
Speaking at the event, CEC Gender 
Youth and Social Services Esther Nd-
ung’u encouraged the youths to keep 
off  from drugs and instead use the new 
IDs in acquiring jobs which can sus-

tain them. She also encouraged them 
to take up skills training in our insti-
tutions which will better place them in 
the job market. 
Since inception of the program in the 

year 2005 the department and its pre-
decessor have assisted over 200 street 
youth acquire national identity cards. 
While receiving the ID cards, the 
youths greatly appreciated Governor 

Mutahi Kahiga for his help in the ac-
quisition of their IDs and food packag-
es. 
The event was held at the Nyeri Town 
Social Hall, near Whispers Park.

The ongoing contruction of the 
upcoming Ihururu Rehabilitation 
Centre in Dedan Kimathi ward, 
Tetu sub-county. 

This facility which is co-funded 
by the County Government of 
Nyeri and the National Authority 
for Campaign Against Drugs – 
NACADA will accommodate 100 
patients.

Once operational, the facility will 
supplement drug and substance 
abuse treatment and rehabilitation 
eff orts which are currently being 
provided by Karia drug rehabilita-
tion center.

Central region leads with 22.6% 
of males reported, that use tobacco 
products.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
launched the FKF Nyeri County 
League which involves 18 soccer 
teams.
The men’s teams drawn from all cor-
ners of the county will be playing out 
the games up to mid August this year.
The governor while launching the 
league at Ruring’u stadium urged the 
Football Kenya Federation (FKF), 
Nyeri branch and even the players to 

keep politics out of the games.
Governor Kahiga who distributed 
soccer balls and trophies to all the 
teams also expressed the commitment 
of the County Government of Nyeri 
towards sports to ensure the youth are 
more engaged and shun alcohol and 
drug abuse.
Mt. Kenya FC and Kagwe FC went on 
a 2-2 draw in the fi rst tournament be-
fore Sporty FC vs Classic FC match.

In brief...

Since 2005,  the department and its predecessor have assisted over 200 street youth acquire national ID cards. 

By Jane Baru

Street youths receive ID cards
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
joined Council of Governors Chair 
H.E Martin Wambora and other 
colleague governors  (pictured below)
during a consultative meeting to dis-
cuss emerging pertinent matters in 
the Agriculture sector. 
The two day meeting with the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Agriculture Sec-
tor Network (ASNET), AGRA and 
the Coff ee Subsector Reforms Im-
plementation Standing Committee 
(CSRISC) was to deliberate on the 
emerging issues in the Agriculture 
sector and forge partnerships in the 
sector.
The meeting in partnership with US-
AID as a development partner meant 
to highlight the implementation of 
various projects in the sector, sup-
port to county food security agenda, 
progress of the various bills and the 
tea and coff ee sector reforms.
Speaking while making his welcom-
ing remarks on behalf of the emer-
itus Agriculture Committee Chair 
H.E Muthomi Njuki, Governor Ka-

higa noted that there is need for the 
support of the sector since Agricul-
ture is the backbone of this country’s 
economy and the main economic stay 
for numerous households.
Agriculture is a devolved function 
and optimizing it will have a direct 
correlational eff ect to the economy of 
the devolved units, thus strengthen-
ing the food baskets. 
The Presidential Standing Commit-
tee on Coff ee Reforms, CoG repre-
sentative who is also the Nyeri Fi-
nance CEC Robert Thuo made a 
presentation on Coff ee Reforms. 
Thuo noted that counties have a role 
to assert and take control of cof-
fee matters, hence, coff ee growing 
counties must develop enforcement 
and compliance on new regulatory 
framework and encourage and sup-
port farmer based associations.
CoG Agriculture chair H.E James 
Nyoro chaired an afternoon session 
on 16th February and reiterated the 
committee’s commitment to revamp-
ing Agriculture.

Further, the County Governments 
countrywide have the mandate to 
partner with development partners 
and private sector in order to im-
prove food security and income for 
farmers.
The consultative meeting between 
the counties and the development 
partners will ensure the 9 million 
farmers in the country will get help 
in improving crop production e.g of 
maize from 38 million to the targeted 
64 million bags.
At the same time, counties have been 
encouraged to embrace technolo-
gy available in order to improve the 
quantity and quality of the produc-
tion.
The governors also noted that the 
need for transforming Agriculture 
requires collaborative eff orts be-
tween the two levels of government, 
development partners and the pri-
vate sector. 
“We are therefore going to engage 
and lobby the National Assembly, the 
Senate and other relevant institutions 

for a total review of the architecture 
of some bills so as to ensure that 
counties are enabled to eff ectively of-
fer services,” noted governor kahiga.
In this regard, the Council of Gover-
nors will also seek dialogue with H.E 
President Uhuru Kenyatta on the 
implementation of the Tea Act with 
the view to resolve the issues raised 
by the Council and thereby put the 
tea industry into high development 
trajectory.
Governor Kahiga reiterated the Ag-
riculture Committee’s Chair, Kiam-
bu Governor H.E James Nyoro ‘s 
that there is need to introduce more 
subsidies to farmers instead of intro-
ducing taxation on agricultural ma-
chinery.
It is prudent for all stakeholders to be 
in harmony in their eff orts towards a 
common goal, which is to enhance 
and optimize agriculture in the whole 
country by increasing productivity.
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CoG / USAID consultative meeting on 
agriculture

Counties have been encouraged to embrace technology in order to improve quantity and quality of production.

By Joseph Wambugu
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7th annual prayer 
breakfast

Nyeri leaders, clergy, 
business community and 
representatives from the 
national government 
convened for a prayer 
breakfast meeting organized 
by the Nyeri Ecumenical 
Bishops Council whose 

theme was ‘Amani’. 
This initiative was started 
by the council seven years 
ago, with an aim of forging 
togetherness in prayer and 
presenting the problems in 
the region to God. 
H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga appreciated the 
council for their consistency 
and faithfulness to this 

prayer breakfast which has 
brought the people of Nyeri 
together. 
He further expressed his 
commitment to continue 
maintaining peace in the 
county as well as called 
upon leaders to maintain 

harmony and remain 
dedicated to development 
and service delivery to local 
wananchi. 
In light of this year’s 
theme, Nyeri residents were 
encouraged to embrace 
Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are 
the Peacemakers, for they 
shall be called children of 
God”.

The County Government of Nyeri received 200 thermo 
guns from Amref Health Africa. The donations were 
received by CEC for Health Dr. Rachael Kamau and 
will aid in monitoring temperature in various health 
facilities during Covid-19 pandemic.
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In close collaboration with the County 
Government of Nyeri, the Kenya Dairy 
Board and the Nyeri National Polytechnic 
offi  cers held a meeting to brainstorm on the 
way forward for the Supporting Innovation 
Technical and Vocational Education Sector 
(SITVES) project. The meeting was held at 
the Nyeri National Polytechnic, Nyeri town. 
The SITVES is a three year (2019-2022) 
project focused on fostering innovation in 
Kenya’s technical and vocational education 
and training. As such, one of its aims is 
strengthening micro, small and medium dairy 
(MSMEs) and increasing productivity in the 
dairy processing industry through off ering 
training and application of modern research 
methods.
CEC James Wachihi commended the Nyeri 
National Polytechnic team for devising the 
project that enhances productivity, skill 
development and value addition.
He affi  rmed that the county government 
through the Department of Agriculture, 
Livestock & Fisheries is working closely 
with dairy processing enterprises through 
numerous fl agship projects that will ensure 

high standards of quality in daily production.
The CEC further added that the project will 
increase the confi dence of Nyeri residents in 
locally processed dairy products which will in 
turn promote the county’s economy.
The Nyeri National Polytechnic SITVES 
Project will see the Kenyan youth in dairy 
processing better equipped for the world of 
work by fostering innovations and designing 
relevant and eff ective technical and vocational 
education and training (TVET) programs.
The project, which is funded under the 
Canadian government aims at identifying gaps 
and imparting skills and innovation acumen 
to budding dairy entrepreneurs for purposes 
of increasing productivity and profi tability 
CEC Youth,  Gender and Social Services 
Esther Ndung’u, lauded the good work being 
done by the polytechnic in creating projects 
that can involve the youth and women in the 
dairy sector, especially to those struggling 
to put up meaningful enterprises in the dairy 
sector. 
She also assured the stakeholders of the 
support and commitment from the county 
government through her department.

The project, which is funded under the Canadian government 
aims at identifying gaps, imparting skills and innovation acumen 
to budding dairy entrepreneurs.

In brief...

By Njambi Mugo

By Brian Kanyungu / Jane Baru

The project, which is funded under the Canadian government 
aims at identifying gaps, imparting skills and innovation acumen 
to budding dairy entrepreneurs.

By Brian Kanyungu / Jane Baru

Supporting SITVES, 
MSMEs in the dairy 
processing industry
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The Directorate of Tourism and Cul-
ture is mandated to promote cultural 
tourism. It collaborated with Zurura 
Adventures Travel, to fi lm the cul-
tural aspects of Nyeri as featured in 
Kigera cultural village. The direc-
torate in partnership with the local 
community has developed Kigera 
Cultural Village at Tetu sub county, 
Nyeri County. 
The cultural village depicts the tradi-
tional Agikuyu way of life, ranging 
from housing, preparation of meals, 
dances, and medicinal herbs among 
others. The fi lming of the Agikuyu 

customs and beliefs entailed cui-
sines, music and dances, arts and 
narratives.
In a bid to create wealth through cul-
ture and education, the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri through the direc-
torate has embarked on development 
of two more cultural villages and 
also plans to partner with the local 
community in the county to replicate 
the same countywide.

Promotion of cultural tourism in Nyeri County

Mt Kenya Amenity Hospital launched

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahi-
ga and Aon-Minet Insurance 
Company CEO Sammy Muthui 
launched the Mt Kenya Amen-
ity Hospital which is meant to 
change the face of Mt Kenya 
Hospital and the Nyeri County 
health sector.
This joint initiative will help in 
providing quality and aff ordable 
health services to all Nyeri resi-
dents and also ensure that every-
one gets the highest attainable 
standard of health.
The facility is aimed at address-
ing a gap in middle class citizens’ 
including teachers and county 
government staff  who are able to 
pay for services through insur-
ance and cash.
The County Government of 
Nyeri signed an MoU with 
Aon-Minet Insurance Company 
where the hospital will strive to 
ensure preferential services to all 
those persons covered under the 
NHIF, Aon-Minet and other pri-
vate insurances. 
The county government has 
established a fully-fl edged Mt 
Kenya Amenity Hospital as well 
as introduced amenity services 
in Nyeri County Referral and 
Karatina hospitals.
“The launch of Mt Kenya 
Amenity Hospital and ameni-
ty health services in the county, 
will build on our vision of ‘A 
Wealthy County, with Happy, 
Healthy and Secure people’, “ 
added governor Kahiga.
The governor noted that the ex-
tra revenue generated from this 
partnership with Minet Compa-

ny will make it easy in fast-track-
ing the expansions and strength-
ening other health systems.
Governor Kahiga also called 
upon all Nyeri residents to enroll 
into NHIF and other insurances 
which guarantee that costs asso-
ciated with seeking healthcare 
does not impoverish their fami-
lies.
The CEO Minet Insurance, 
Muthui applauded the Coun-
ty Government for facilitating 
them in delivering the required 
health services and making it a 
seamless journey under the able 
leadership of the governor.
The Health CEC Dr. Rachael Ka-
mau thanked the governor for pro-
viding, facilitating and ensuring a 
conducive working environment 
for health workers to ensure a mo-
tivated workforce.

The hospital will build on our vision of ‘A Wealthy County, with Happy, Healthy and Secure people - governor Kahiga.

By Ivy Muruga



11
THE NYERI MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | FEBRUARY ISSUE, 2021 

www.nyeri.go.ke
11

THE NYERI MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | FEBRUARY ISSUE, 2021 
11

www.nyeri.go.ke

Progressive solid waste management 
meeting in Kieni

COVID-19 IPC training for 
healthcare workers
COVID-19 IPC training for 
healthcare workers

COVID-19  Health 
Emergency Response 
Programme (CHERP), 
in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Health 
represented by Dr. Simon 
Kibias, acting director for 
health standards, has rolled 
out a four-day training 
for healthcare workers 
on COVID-19 Infection 
Prevention Control (IPC). 
The training targets the 
healthcare workers from the 
eight sub-counties in Nyeri 
County.
The four year project 
sponsored by World Bank 
objective, is to prevent, 

detect and respond the 
threat passed by COVID-19 
and strengthen national 
systems for public health 
preparedness. This project 
is led by Dr.Anne Ng’ang’a, 
Project Manager who was 
represented by Jackie Mbala, 
Social Safeguards Offi  cer.
The participants will be 
taken through the modules: 
COVID-19 Surveillance, 
Introduction to IPC, 
Laboratory diagnosis for 
COVID-19, Health Care 
Waste Management, Health 
Worker Risk Assessment, 
Handling COVID-19 Bodies, 
Home Based Care, Nutritional 

Care and a practicum on 
Donning and Doffi  ng.
The training was offi  cially 
opened by the Director for 
Health Services, Dr. Nelson 
Muriu. He appreciated the 
team from CHERP and MoH 
and noted a need to lobby 
for more trainings to the 
healthcare workers as well as 
more laboratory equipment. 
This training will equip 
the participants with skills 
on managing COVID-19 
through Infection Prevention 
Control as an eff ort to break 
the chain of transmission.

The County Government of Nyeri through the Depart-
ment of Finance held a public participation exercise 
across the eight sub-counties with an aim of providing a 
platform where the citizenry of Nyeri aired their views 
in development matters.
Nyeri Central sub-county held the forum at the YMCA 
Hall where diff erent individuals came aboard to give out 
ideas and views on matters development which will be 
among those given priority in the County Fiscal Strate-
gy paper budget allocation 2021/2022.
The individuals who were grouped according to their 
wards were asked to propose developmental projects in 
their respective wards.
Gender, Youth and Social Services CEC Esther Ndung’u 
said that such forums are in accordance to the constitu-
tion and are important as they give citizens the freedom 
of expression especially on matters concerning develop-
ment in the county.

In brief...

The Department of Public Service and Solid 
Waste Management held a meeting regarding 
progression on employees working in Kieni 
East sub-county.
Daniel Macharia, Kieni East Public Health 
Offi  cer discussed on the progress of the 
employees reminding them of their specifi c 
duties and responsibilities.
He lauded them on their good job especially 
on cleanliness of Kieni East sub-county. 
He also informed them about their need 
of representation in their responsibilities. 
Representation means that evidence is needed 
in duties done and undertaken.
Jane Wanjiku, Assistant supervisor also gave 
a briefi ng on how many staff  are present 
currently and also included the sites in the sub-
county.

By Brenda Njabara

By Caroline Kariuki
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Nyerians encouraged to exploit huge export 
potentials

The governor noted that Nyeri has huge export potentials from tea, coffee, Hass avocados among others.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga joined 
members of the Kenya National 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(KNCCI) and the Kenya Export Pro-
motion and Branding Agency (KEP-
ROBA) for a trade facilitation and 
pain areas alleviation forum held in 
Nyeri town. 
The forum sought to provide solutions 
to export constraints arising from the 
insights of exporters into the hurdles 
they face in their quest to establish 
themselves as employers and earn the 
much needed foreign exchange for 
the national economy.
Governor Kahiga noted that Nyeri 
has huge export potentials from crops 
such as tea, coff ee, Hass avocados 
among others, however, there exists 
a huge information gap amongst most 
of the producers in regards to the 
standards required by the internation-
al markets, the process of certifi cation 
and licensing and the available inter-
national markets. 
As such, he called upon the experts to 
work together with the county gov-
ernment in fi nding appropriate solu-
tions to the constraints faced creat-

ing awareness on markets and direct 
branding of products in Nyeri County 
for exports. 
He further reiterated his commitment 

to do everything it partakes to ensure 
a conducive environment for clean 
businesses to thrive for instance by 
providing right infrastructure further 

calling on Nyeri citizenry to think 
about conducting businesses beyond 
the local borders. 

By Njambi Mugo


