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The programme launched 
will ensure each fi sh 
farmer, across the eight 
sub-counties benefi t with 
1,000 mono-sex Tilapia 
fi ngerlings for restocking 
of their ponds.

Story on page 9

The proposed sites are 
for the construction of the 
Kenya Medical Training 
College (KMTC) - Kie-
ni, a Level 4 Hospital, a 
trauma centre and a re-
habilitation centre that 
will benefi t the people 
of Kieni as well as Nyeri 
citizenry. 

Story on page 4
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projects
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Why Nyeri emerged 
third nationally on 
budget transparency
By Governor’s Press Unit

The County Government of 
Nyeri under the leadership 
of H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga has been praised 
for emerging third top best 
out of 47 counties during 
the recently released Kenya 
County Budget Transparen-
cy Survey 2020. 
The 64-page survey is con-

tained in an annual report 
conducted by International 
Budget Partnership Kenya 
(IBP). IBP has a long histo-
ry of working in Kenya on a 
wide range of budget issues. 
Their thematic areas are in-
creasing public understand-
ing of and engagement with 
budgets, and budget trans-

parency. They engage with 
civil society, media and gov-
ernment at both national and 
county level. Their work 
consists of research, techni-
cal assistance and training, 
and advocacy.

Continued on page 2 & 3
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (right) with Finance CEC Robert Thuo outside the gov-
ernor’s offi  ce last year, ahead of the Financial Year 2020/2021 budget reading.

   PHOTOS | PETER WANGARI
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The survey evaluates how 
many key budget docu-
ments a county uploads on 
its website. A total of 11 key 
budget documents were as-
sessed including; County In-
tegrated Development Plan 
(CIDP), Annual Develop-
ment Plan (ADP), Approved 
Programme-Based Budget 
(PBB), County Fiscal Strat-
egy Paper (CFSP), County 
Quarterly Budget Imple-
mentation Review Report, 
County Budget Review and 
Outlook Paper (CBROP), 
Citizens Budget and Finance 
Act.
West Pokot County scored 
position one at 73, Laikip-
ia and Nyeri 71 each while 
Makueni was ranked fourth 
with a score of 70.
Nyeri was also recognized 
among the counties that 
made the most signifi cant 
gains by publishing 30 per 
cent more budget docu-
ments in the CBTS 2020 
as compared to the CBTS 
2019. Other counties recog-
nized for this were Turkana, 
Machakos, Samburu and 
Makueni.

The 2020 survey shows a 
persisting challenge where 

counties stopped publish-
ing some budget documents 
they had published during 
previous surveys. For ex-
ample, over the last three 
consecutive CBTS (2018-
2020), only fi ve counties: 
Elgeyo-Marakwet, Laikip-
ia, Kilifi , Nyeri, and Na-
kuru, have consistently 
published their Approved 
Programme-Based Budgets 
online. Another example: 
only fi ve counties, Baringo, 
Elgeyo Marakwet, Kiambu, 
Laikipia, and West Pokot, 
consistently published their 
quarterly budget implemen-
tation reports across all four 
quarters.

Compared to the OBS 2019, 
which places Kenya’s na-
tional level of budget trans-
parency at 50 out of 100 
points, Kenya’s subnational 
units are lower than that at 
33 out of 100 points. Only 
seven counties – West Pokot, 
Nyeri, Laikipia, Makueni, 
Samburu, Turkana, and El-
geyo Marakwet, qualifi ed 
for the second-highest per-
formance category, scoring 
B. Most counties fell under 
the last two categories scor-
ing D and E.
The best-performing docu-
ments have a comprehen-
siveness score of 81 to 100 
– where the budget docu-

ments provide most of the 
information assessed based 
on this year’s questionnaire, 
presents the information in 
a clear structure, and makes 
the document publicly avail-
able as required in the law. 
Only 13 out of 180 (7 per 
cent) published budget doc-
uments scored A (81-100 
points). These are the Bud-
get Review and Outlook 
Paper of Nairobi, Kitui, Ka-
kamega, Kiambu, Makueni 
counties, the County Inte-
grated Development Plans 
of Baringo, Embu, Tharaka 
Nithi counties, the County 
Fiscal Strategy Papers of 
Makueni, Kwale, and Mu-
ranga counties and the Quar-
terly Budget Implementa-
tion Reports of Baringo and 
Nyeri counties.
Despite scoring above 70 
out of 100 points in the com-
prehensiveness of expendi-
ture information
assessment in the CBTS 
2020, Makueni, West Pokot, 
and Turkana did not disclose 
all the essential expenditure 
information in their County 
Fiscal Strategy Papers (CF-
SPs). Elgeyo Marakwet, 
Nyeri, Samburu, and Isiolo 
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performed exemplarily in 
disclosing all the essential 
expenditure information 
in their CFSPs and can be 
referenced as best practice 
models.
Only six out of 34 counties 
- Makueni, Nyeri, Nyam-
ira, Kwale, Nakuru, and 
West Pokot – published 
County Fiscal Strategy Pa-
pers (CFSP) provided some 
information about public 
participation. Apart from 
Makueni, Nyamira and West 
Pokot counties, which pro-
vided the information on 
both questions evaluated on 
CFSP, the other three coun-
ties only provided some in-
formation on one question.
Laikipia is the only county 
that presented substantial 
non-fi nancial information 
in the documents it made 
publicly available and eval-
uated in the CBTS 2020 and 
was the only county in the 
highest performing category 
of above 61 of 100 points. 
Be that as it may, Laikipia 
county did not disclose any 
non-fi nancial information on 
the Quarterly Budget Imple-
mentation Review Report.
Other counties that per-
formed fairly well include 

Baringo, Embu, Isiolo, 
Kwale, Machakos, Nyan-
darua, and Nyeri. Each 
scored an average of 60 
of 100 points on the fi ve 
questions used to evaluate 
the comprehensiveness of 
non-fi nancial information 
disclosed by counties in pub-
lished budget documents.
Only two Counties - Bar-
ingo and Nyeri –presented 
non-fi nancial information in 
their County Quarterly Bud-
get Implementation Reports 
(CQBIRs). Baringo County 
provided the most extensive 
non-fi nancial information 

based on the CBTS 2020 
evaluation scoring 96 out 
of 100 points, which was 
the highest score any bud-
get document attained in 
this year’s evaluation Nyeri 
County also provided ex-
tensive non-fi nancial infor-
mation and scored 80 out of 
100 points also falling in the 
highest performing category.
Also only two Counties - 
Baringo and Nyeri scored A 
(81-100 points) on the com-
prehensiveness of CQBIRs, 
and both provided informa-
tion on non-fi nancial perfor-
mance actual achievements 

in the quarter at the pro-
gramme and sub programme 
levels.
Most counties also did not 
fully link their current fi s-
cal responsibilities with the 
previous year’s expendi-
ture performance. Only fi ve 
counties - Kiambu, Nairo-
bi, Nyandarua, Nyeri, and 
Tharaka Nithi, presented 
information on their adher-
ence to fi scal responsibilities 
set out in the Public Finance 
Management Act.
Nyeri County was also 
among the counties that 
have consistently published 
Programme-Based Budget 
(PBBs) in all the last three 
CBTS (2018-2020). Oth-
ers are Elgeyo-Marakwet, 
Laikipia, Kilifi  and Nakuru.
Last year, the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri’s Finance 
Team was recognized by the 
Public Procurement Reg-
ulatory Authority (PPRA) 
as being in Position One 
among all counties in Kenya 
for its adherence to procure-
ment laws and regulations 
with a 75% success.

H.E Mutahi Kahiga (seated) with members of the Nyeri County Assembly during the 
signing of the Finance Bill 2020 in his offi  ce. On the right is Speaker Hon. John Ka-
guchia. Next to the governor is Finance CEC Robert Thuo. ABOVE: Uled Majid, a 
resident of Nyeri town during a recent public participation at YMCA hall.
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Governor H.E Mutahi Ka-
higa joined Kieni MP Hon. 
Kanini Kega and Health 
CS Hon. Mutahi Kagwe 
to inspect proposed sites 
for some transformational 
projects in the health sec-
tor in Lachuta, Gatarakwa 
Ward and Birisha, Mugun-
da Ward in Kieni constitu-
ency. 
The proposed sites are 
for the construction of the 
Kenya Medical Training 
College (KMTC) - Kieni, a 
Level 4 Hospital, a trauma 
centre and a rehabilitation 
centre that will benefi t the 
people of Kieni as well as 
Nyeri citizenry. 
Once completed, these
projects will lift the face 
of Kieni particularly on the 
health sector with an addi-
tional hospital to the Naro-
moru Level 4 hospital that 
is almost complete. 
MP Kanini Kega hailed 
the County Government 
of Nyeri under the leader-
ship of Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga for the synergy that 
the two governments have 
which in turn brings forth 
progress, growth and trans-
formation for the people of 
Nyeri. 
Health CS Kagwe hailed 
this kind of development 
saying that this creates and 

increases access to health 
care for the people which 
is paramount. He further 
lauded Governor Kahiga 
and Nyeri MCAs for the 
Health Fund Bill which 
was passed recently, noting 
that it will positively revo-

lutionize the health sector. 
Governor Kahiga not-
ed that his government is 
committed to work on such 
ventures with the national 
government seeing that it 
will uplift the lives of the 
people of Nyeri with the 

opportunities created from 
such projects. 
He also thanked the CS 
for his continued support 
and that of the Ministry 
of Health (MoH) especial-
ly in the management of 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The proposed sites are for the construction of the Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC) - Kieni, 
a Level 4 Hospital, a trauma centre and a rehabilitation centre that will benefi t the people of Kieni as 
well as Nyeri citizenry. 

Inspection of proposed sites for 
healthcare projects

From left Kieni MP Hon. Kanini Kega, Health CS Hon. Mutahi Kagwe, Nyeri Governor 
H.E Mutahi Kahiga and Mugunda MCA Hon. Joseph Ndiritu during the inspection of 
the proposed sites of healthcare projects in Kieni West sub county.

   PHOTOS | PETER WANGARI

By Faith Hiuhu
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Nyeri Governor H.E Muta-
hi Kahiga launched a dairy 
goat project and distributed 
water tanks in Mukurwe-ini 
sub-county.
The goat project has targeted 
15 local farmers’ groups in 
Mukurwe-ini Central ward 
where over 300 families will 
benefi t directly.
The 15 groups received a to-
tal of 31 does (female) and 
15 bucks (male).
The French Alphine breed 
dairy goats are the best 
breed in the region espe-
cially in the areas of Than-
gathi, Ichamara, Maganjo, 
Gathungururu, Kimondo, 
Kaharo, Mbugua, Kiangon-

du, Karurumo among other 
areas. 
The goats will increase the 
households’ income from 
sales of breeding does and 
bucks as well as create em-
ployment for women and the 
local youth.
The farmer’s will also ben-

efi t from the animals’ high 
quality milk which is good 
for the aged and small chil-
dren and high quality ma-
nure which will subsequent-
ly increase crop production.
The governor also distribut-
ed over 100 water tanks of 
1,000-litre capacity each for 

water harvesting in the area 
from the Water Department. 
The Department of Water, 
Irrigation, Environment and 
Climate Change has pur-
chased 105 water tanks to 
enhance roof water harvest-
ing in the households and 
further purchased 303 water 
metres in the current fi nan-
cial year. The second batch 
of tanks will be delivered to 
the residents this month.
Hon. Kaguchia and Hon. 
Gatheru thanked the gover-
nor for initiating many proj-
ects in the area which have 
been of great benefi t to the 
locals.

The goats will increase the households income from sales of breeding does and bucks as well as create 
employment for women and the local youth.

Governor launches dairy goat 
project & water tanks distribution

   PHOTOS | PETER WANGARI

By Ivy Muruga
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Gender, Youth and So-
cial Services CEC Es-
ther Ndung’u hosted 
a team from St John 
Ambulance Kenya led 
by the incoming CEO 
Ms. Alome Kasera, for 
a consultative meeting.
The main agenda of 
the meeting was the 
progressive review of 
an MoU between the 
County Government of 
Nyeri and St John Am-
bulance, through the 
Department of Gen-
der, Youth and Social 
Services that has been 
in the offi  ng for some 
time now and is almost 
complete. 
The MoU intended 
to defi ne a structured 

framework of collabo-
ration between the two 
parties in disaster man-
agement, including 
emergency services, 
especially rescue for 
persons in distress.  
This partnership is 
aimed at taking emer-
gency services a notch 
higher to international 
standards as part of so-
cial development. 
When the MoU is 
eventually signed it 
is expected that St. 
John Ambulance will 
support the CGN 
fi re-fi ghting services, 
by availing a stan-
dard ambulance with 
trained medical per-
sonnel to accompany 

our disaster manage-
ment teams while at-
tending to disaster, 
and/or fi re rescue mis-
sion. It is envisaged 
that the ambulance 
will be stationed at the 
Nyeri Fire Station.
Training and capac-
ity building for fi rst 
responders including 
members of the public 
is also another goal. 
There is no doubt that 
the department where 
the disaster manage-
ment is domiciled is 
living to its billing 
as the ‘Compassion-
ate arm of the County 
Government of Nyeri’.

Recently, a massive blaze broke out 
at the Ministry of Works houses in 
Kieni East sub-county. Fire engines 
rushed from Nyeri town to the scene 
where the gallant fi remen battled to 
contain the blaze. 
Witnesses claim the cause of fi re 
to be a faulty electric line which 
sparked, thus igniting the three-
roomed house. No injuries were re-
corded.
The fi re brigade was commended by 
the locals for its fast response, see-
ing that the towns are set far apart.
Kindly take note of the emergency 
phone numbers in the event an inci-
dent occurs: 
0612 032 961 for Nyeri fi re station 
and 0721 367 998 /0777 367 998 for 
Karatina fi re station
Keep Safe!

The Department of Water, Irrigation, 
Environment and Climate Change 
offi  cers took part in a tree planting 
exercise at Githiru Chief’s Camp in 
Nyeri Central.
Over 200 assorted tree seedlings 
were planted in an exercise geared 
towards boosting Nyeri County’s 
tree coverage which currently stands 
at 38%.
The event was facilitated by Ushindi 
CBO.

CGN, St. John 
Ambulance Kenya 
partnership

Nyeri Fire 
Station com-
mended for 
fast response 

Tree plant-
ing in Githiru 
chief’s camp

By Jane Baru

By Jane Baru

By Stacy Wambui

   PHOTOS | JANE BARU
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Kieni East sub-county 
has a total popula-
tion of 110,376 peo-

ple, and a population density 
of 246 per km2 according 
to the recently carried out 
2019 population census. It 
has four wards namely Nar-
omoru/Kiamathaga ward 
represented at the Nyeri 
County Assembly by Hon. 
Martin Matu, Gakawa ward- 
Hon. Amos Kanyai, Thegu 
River ward-Hon. Richard 
Kamuhia and Kabaru ward-
Hon. Njiiri wa Wanjira. Kie-
ni-East sub-county adminis-
trator is Cyrus Ring’u.
The sub-county is part of 
the larger Kieni constitu-
ency which is the largest 
representative area in Nyeri 
County, occupying 52% of 
total land mass. The constit-
uency is represented by Hon. 
James Mathenge (Kanini 
Kega) in the National As-
sembly. It borders Mathira 
West, Nyeri Central, Kieni 
West sub counties, Laikipia 
and Meru counties in the Mt. 
Kenya forest.
Kieni East sub-county is lo-
cated on the leeward side of 
Mt. Kenya, making some 
parts of it dry as it features 
semi-arid areas. However, 
despite being a semi-arid 
area, it is without a doubt 
one of the food baskets for 
Nyeri County as it has good 
soils and a favourable to-
pography. Most of the crops 
grown include Irish potatoes, 
maize, beans, cabbages as 

well as rearing of livestock. 
With the agricultural sector 
being the mainstay of the 
economy of Nyeri County, 
the County Government of 
Nyeri has endeavored to fo-
cus on increasing water sup-
ply in the region. As such, 
the county government has 
drilled several boreholes in 
the sub-county so that farm-
ing is sustained. With the 
increased water supply in 
Kieni East, there has been a 

boost in food production not 
only for the county but also 
for the country as well.
Through programs such 
as the Kenya Climate 
Smart Agriculture Project 
(KCSAP), area residents 
have benefi ted from learning 
about sustainable livestock 
production systems in dairy, 
poultry and goat farming as 
well as rehabilitation, desilt-
ing of dams and construction 
of masonry tanks which also 

provide water for irrigation 
purposes further boosting 
food production.
The area also has a high 
concentration of aquacul-
ture activity with support 
from Aquaculture Business 
Development Programme 
(ABDP), a project under 
the World Bank. The pro-
gramme has increased the 
incomes, food security and 
nutritional status of the resi-
dents in the sub-county.

TOP: The new Naromoru Level 4 Hospital in Naromoru ward, Kieni East sub-county. It 
will ease the suff ering of people in the larger Kieni constituency who have lacked such a 
facility. ABOVE: Solar powered Mapema Borehole project in Kabaru ward, Kieni East 
sub-county. 

By Njambi Mugo
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The county government is 
also setting up an ultra-mod-
ern Naromoru Level 4 Hos-
pital with a-175-bed-capac-
ity. The hospital will ease 
the suff ering of Kieni East 
residents who have had to 
seek specialized treatment 
in neighboring hospitals 
in either Nyeri, Karatina 
or Nyahururu. The project 
is in conjunction with the 
World Bank under the Ken-
ya Devolution Support Pro-
gramme (KDSP).
The sub-county also boasts 
the Chaka Market which is 
being upgraded into an in-
dustrial hub to serve not only 
the county but the entire Mt 
Kenya region. The market 
is expected to have an open 
air market for food traders, 
clothes traders, matatu and 
bodaboda terminus, banking 
halls, a Sacco, cold rooms, 

eateries and a wellness 
center among others. This 
project will give value and 
income to farmers which 
will in turn transform their 
lives. In addition, a modern 
railway station is being set 
up at Chaka, with the reviv-
al of the Nairobi-Nanyuki 
railway line. The station 
will ease the transportation 

of farm produce and animal 
products from the region to 
the markets. 
Road infrastructure in the 
sub-county is quite devel-
oped, with the county gov-
ernment upgrading most 
of the feeder roads. The A2 
LAPSSET corridor cuts 
across the sub-county, which 

has improved interconnec-
tivity across the counties. 
The proposed Tagwa-Mbiri-
ri-Kimahuri-Warazo Jet 
road, which is to be upgrad-
ed to bitumen standards, will 
also ease the movement of 
people and transportation 
of farm produce once com-
plete.

TOP: Some of the farm equipment distributed to 10 commu-
nity groups through (KCSAP) in Gakawa ward, Kieni East 
sub-county.  ABOVE: The recently installed milk cooler 
at Gaturiri Dairy Farmers Co-operative Society in Thegu 
River ward, Kieni East sub-county. This will help improve 
quality and quantity of milk in the area. LEFT: Maragima 
Bridge in Thegu River ward in Kieni East sub-county. 
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mu-
tahi Kahiga launched a fi sh 
farming programme where 
167,000 fi ngerlings will be 
disbursed to about 200 fi sh 
farmers in all the eight sub 
counties.
The programme launched at 
Kariumba area in Kamak-
wa- Mukaro ward, Nyeri 
Central sub-county will en-
sure each fi sh farmer, across 
the eight sub-counties bene-
fi t with 1,000 mono-sex Ti-
lapia fi ngerlings for restock-
ing of their ponds.
Fish is rich in calcium and 
phosphorus and a great 
source of minerals such as 
iron, zinc, iodine, magne-
sium and potassium.
Governor Kahiga who was 
accompanied by area MCA 
Hon. John Ndumia noted 
that the programme will em-
power farmers, earn income 

and boost food security.
He added that the pro-
gramme is geared towards 
changing the mindset of 
Nyeri residents in regard to 
fi sh consumption and farm-
ing for its innumerable ben-
efi ts.
“In the last few years, we 
have spent over Kshs. 50 
million in rehabilitation of 
the over 225 fi sh ponds, re-
stocking of fi sh in dams, 
purchasing of dam liners and 
also purchasing of fi sh feeds 
to boost food security. Fish 
rearing require less labour 
hence many farmers can be 
attracted to this initiative for 
commercial purposes,” he 
added.
Agriculture, Livestock and 
Fisheries CEC James Wa-
chihi noted that the Tilapia 
fi ngerlings will ensure the 
farmers earn money af-

ter their maturity in eight 
months.
Local farmers also lauded 
the initiative by the County 
Government of Nyeri saying 
they are fully behind it to en-
sure they earn more income.
In the last fi nancial year of 
2019/2020, the department 
also restocked about 40 

dams across the county.
The purpose of restocking 
fi sh in dams which are man-
aged by the community is to 
improve the diet of the wider 
community, conserve the en-
vironment and also for prop-
er utilization of available re-
sources in Nyeri County.

By Joseph Wambugu

Governor launches fish farming 
programme

The purpose of restocking fi sh in dams which are managed by the community is to improve the diet of the wider 
community, conserve the environment and also for proper utilization of available resources in Nyeri County.

   PHOTOS | KENNEDY KARANJA
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Amref Health Africa in 
Kenya with funding from 

Chicago Community Trust 
is supporting the Coun-

ty Government of Nyeri 
through the Department 

of Health Services in the 
deployment of Covid-19 
Vaccine.
Areas of support include:
• Planning, coordi-
nating and technical sup-
port.
• Capacity building 
for the Health Work force.
• Demand creation 
for vaccination
• Service delivery, 
to include vaccination out-
reaches.
Both parties have also 
kicked off  a support su-
pervision of vaccination 
centres.

The County Government of 
Nyeri through the Depart-
ment of Trade, Tourism and 
Cooperative Development is 
committed towards improv-
ing the working conditions 
of all traders by construct-
ing and rehabilitating more 
markets in the county. In 
this regard the department is 
spearheading the construc-
tion of an open air market 
in Kiawara, Kieni West 
sub-county.
This will create a conducive 
environment for conducting 
business by traders.

CGN gains support from Amref 
Health Africa

Ongoing construction of Kiawara market
By Samwel Kamwana

   PHOTO | SAMWEL KAMWANA
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PEO school reopening meeting 

Nyeri Education and 
Sports Chief Offi  cer 
Simon Wachira led a 
meeting with Nyeri 
County Principal Edu-
cation Offi  cers (PEO) 
where they deliberated 
on the issue of school 
reopening across the 
county. 
Most students re-

sumed their classes 
after an eight week 
holiday break. 
The meeting focused 
on how the PEOs can 
identify the needy cas-
es who deserve bur-
saries as well as how 
learning will safely 
resume with the on-
going pandemic. 

The ongoing construction of new Hiriga ECDE class in Ruguru 
ward, Mathira West sub-county.

The ongoing 
construction of 
Kaigonde ECDE 
classroom in 
Aguthi / Gaa-
ki ward in Tetu 
sub-county.

Ongoing chain link fencing at Ihururu stadium in 
Dedan Kimathi ward, Tetu sub county.

New Hiriga ECDE class In brief...

By Zipporah Mwangi
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The ongoing rehabilitation of Kangaita road, Gaaki 
location in Aguthi /Gaaki ward, Tetu sub-county.

The ongoing upgrading of Kabutii to the late Gaturuku via 
Chief Githui road Ruguru ward, Mathira West sub-county.

Rehabilitation of Thuti Factory road and Kwa Mûruthi 
road in Karima ward, Othaya sub-county currently 
ongoing.

Ongoing upgrading of Nalanya road in Gakawa ward, 
Kieni East sub-county.

Ongoing upgrading of roads within Kaguongo area in 
Narumoro / Kiamathaga ward, Kieni East sub-county.

The recently upgraded Mosque-Embassy road in 
Majengo Rware ward, Nyeri Central.

Roads upgrade program
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT, PUBLIC WORKS, INFRASTRUCTURE & ENERGY


