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Nyeri farmers reap 
big through ASDSP 
programme

Agriculture sector plays a 
key economic role for Nyeri 
County’s residents seeing 
that most engage in the trade 
in both small scale and large 
scale. In line with this, un-
der the stewardship of H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga, 
the County Government of 
Nyeri has continued to sup-

port Nyeri farmers through 
private public partnership 
with international entities 
and donors.
One of the notable projects 
from such partnerships is the 
Agricultural Sector Devel-
opment Support Programme 
(ASDSP) which has been 
running in the county for the 

last nine years. ASDSP has 
been implemented in two 
phases, focusing on the three 
value chains of cow milk, 
Indigenous chicken and 
Irish potatoes. 
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Commercial fi sh farming 
started in Kenya in the 
1920s and has been on the 
constant rise since. Very 
little however, is known 
about ornamental fi sh 
farming which is one of 
the fastest growing types of 
commercial fi sh farming in 
Africa.

Story on page  5

The complex will be of 
much help to the over 
1,700 students who are 
acquiring knowledge and 
skills through innovation 
and research at the facility.  

Story on page 14

Ornamental 
fi sh rearing 
in Nyeri 
County

Launch of ICT 
Complex at 
Mukurwe-ini 
TTIThe ten-year programme ending next year will have benefi ted thousands of 

farmers in the county who have been trained through farmers’ groups. 
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In phase one, the farmers 
through capacity building 
spent Kshs. 38 million while 
in phase two which started in 
year 2017- 2022 has been al-
located Kshs. 37 million.

Through ASDSP, the county 
government has increased 
productivity of prioritized 
value chains, strengthened 
entrepreneurial skills of val-
ue chain actors, improved 
access to market by value 
chain actors, strengthened 
structures and capacities for 
coordination, cooperation 
and consultation in agricul-
ture sector.

The programme aims at 
promoting commercializa-
tion of priority value chains 
through capacity building of 
the value chain actors to in-
crease agricultural produc-
tivity.

According to ASDSP Coun-
ty Coordinator Robert 
Wamani, the programme 
is geared towards coming 

up with sustainable value 
chains for both income gen-
eration and creation of em-
ployment. 

The ten-year programme 
ending next year will have 
benefi ted thousands of 
farmers in the county who 
have been trained through 
farmers’ groups. 

“In collaboration with our 
partners, we have also fo-
cused on matters of inclusiv-
ity making sure we engage 
both the youth and women 
as well as focus on envi-

ronmental resilience. We 
have covered all the eight 
sub-counties, with over 
3,000 farmers benefi tting 
through this programme,” 
added Wamani.

Nyeri farmers have every 
reason to smile seeing the 
numerous benefi ts they 
have reaped through this 
programme.

Cow milk
Antony Kingo’ri, a dairy 
farmer from Othaya and 

one of the benefi ciaries of 
ASDSP noted that he has re-
ceived extensive training on 
embryo transferand animal 
feeds which has not only 
improved his dairy pedigree 
but also increased milk pro-
duction.

“I wish to thank the exten-
sion offi  cers for teaching us 
on embryo transfer. I have 
adopted the technique and 
I’m reaping great results. 
My cows are now pedi-
grees (pure- bred) and the 
calves are strong. The ben-
efi t of making animal feeds 
at home is that the product is 
of high quality and safe con-
sumption,” noted King’ori.

Mary Muthoni,a dairy farm-
er also gave credit to ASD-
SP where she learnt about 
growing hydroponic fodder 
which is grown from barley 
is of  high quality of supple-
ments and is required in low 
quantity. 

“I started farming the crop 
about three years ago and it 
has been of great benefi t to 
my cows as they are now 
healthier and milk quantity 
has increased. I would like 
to urge fellow farmers to 
learn more about this tech-
nique. The ASDSP can also 
link you to fi nancial service 
providers to get some funds 
which will help you in the 
construction of a hydropon-
ics housing unit,” she added.

Kshs. 75 million ASDSP programme 
benefit Nyeri farmers
Continued from page 1
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Irish 
potatoes
Ann Muchomba, a service 
provider and an Irish pota-
to farmer from Kiambogo, 
thanked the ASDSP for the 
facilitation of groups that in 
turn helped them to reach 
more farmers in the com-
munity. She also thanked 
them for the training off ered 
in Nyandarua as well as the 
benchmarking programmes. 
“The groups have learnt how 
to purchase products to help 
minimize cost of production 
while boosting their yields. 
Further, I encourage farmers 
to learn about value addition 
to help create maximum pro-
duction as well as reaping 
benefi ts,” added Muchom-
ba.
Through the ASDSP, the 
youth have also been trained 
on production of high quality 
produce using modernized 
techniques. One such group 
that has benefi tted from this 
programme is the Jipange 
Kimuri Youth Group, whose 
production has increased 
gradually with the farming 

skills gained through the 
programme.

Indigenous 
Chicken
Alice Kiberenge, an input 
supplier of chicks, asserted 
that the fact that they were 
able to come together as 
a group(Rware Breeders)  
hailing from areas such as 
Othaya, Kieni, Mukurwe-ini 
and Nyeri through  the inter-
vention of the ASDSP has 
enabled them acquire skills 
and obtain links with the 
Poultry Value Chain players. 
“The ASDSP has brought us 

together as a group and has 
trained us on the importance 
of coming together while 
also providing us with the 
necessary technical skills 
in chick brooding. The pro-
gramme has also provided us 
with links which have gone 
a long way in ensuring we 
get a market for our chicks 
which was quitea challenge 
before,” she added.

Josephine Chege, an indig-
enous chick producer, also 
gave credit to the ASDSP 
for training them on chick-
en rearing which has con-
tributed to extreme notable 
growth. She also encouraged 

women to join such groups 
which will make them de-
pendent on themselves rath-
er than waiting on their men 
for provision.
“The ASDSP has trained 
our group on the right way 
of rearing chicken as well as 
the necessary measures to be 
taken in cases of sick chicks 
which has really made us 
grow our fl ock. As soon as 
they stepped in, it became 
easier for us and for this, we 
are very grateful,”noted Jo-
sephine.

Hay and 
biogas 
production
Farmers have also benefi tted 
with trainings on hay pro-
duction as well as produc-
tion of biogas. 
One benefi ciary Eliud Kan-
gethe, noted that he received 
training through the ASDSP 
on how to grow good quality 
hay, which he cultivates on 
his four acre piece of land. 
He acquired knowledge 
through the programme.
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By Peter Wangari

CGN, WSPU & KOREA BPCE follow up meeting 

H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa joined Korean Am-
bassador to Kenya H.E 
Choi Yeonghan and World 
Scout Parliamentary Union 
(WSPU) Kenya for a con-
sultative meeting at Parlia-
ment Buildings, Nairobi. 
This was a follow up meet-
ing after the partnership 
MoU signing between the 
County Government of 
Nyeri and WSPU. 
The main agenda discussed 
was the support of the pro-
posed Baden Powell Cen-
tre of Excellence (BPCE) 
that seeks to honour Scouts 

Movement founder, Lord 
Baden Powell. 
Lord Baden Powell is recog-
nized internationally for his 
selfl ess devotion and contri-
bution to the growth of the 

movement.
Powell together with his wife 
are buried in Nyeri and their 
graves have been one of the 
tourist attraction sites. The 
centre will further promote 

scouting tourism in Nyeri 
County, which was the last 
home of the foundaree, as 
well as create numerous em-
ployment opportunities. 

“Through ASDSP, 
I was provided with 
skills on my four acre 
piece of land which 
I use for hay pro-
duction which I later 
store in storage units. 
The hay harvested 
ensures I have animal 
feed even during the 
dry seasons. Further, 
the management of 
the grass is easy be-
cause it requires no 
cost. One acre pro-
vides two hundred 
bales and only two 
are required for one cow for 
one feeding,” he added.
ASDSP is also committed to 
conserving the environment 
hence has put in eff orts to 
alternative sources of ener-
gy. Through the programme, 
farmers have been trained 
on biogas production which 
is a renewable, as well as a 
clean, source of energy. 
Lydia Kagema a retired 
teacher from Tetu sub-coun-

ty is a living example of how 
transformational the alter-
native energy is as she now 
produces bio-gas. She elab-
orates that energy produced 
from the biogas has helped in 
minimizing the cost of elec-
tricity at her home, as well as 
conserving the environment 
by reusing the waste product 
produced by her animals.
“I am a happy person since 
biogas has signifi cantly re-
duced my electricity costs. 

Previously, I used to pay 
over Kshs. 5,000 but right 
now I am paying Kshs. 500 
and I’m using it for several 
purposes including cutting 
nappier grass using chaff  
cutter, lighting my house and 
cooking,”she added.
Other achievements from 
ASDSP include:
• Strengthening of 
County Agriculture Sector 
Steering Committee through 
holding meetings.

• Reviewing of Stra-
tegic Integrated Value Chain 
Action Plans ( SIVCAPs)
• Mapping of county 
policies strategies, regula-
tions and plans.
• Inventor stakehold-
ers and holding VCP meet-
ings.
• Drafting the County 
Irish potato Strategy in part-
nership with National Potato 
Council of Kenya (NPCK).
• War room data col-
lection on surplus stocks and 
Capacity needs assessment 
of VCAs using the entrepre-
neurship tool.
• Collaboration with 
other partners like Kenya 
Climate Smart Agricultural 
Project and KYEP.

The County Government of 
Nyeri is determined to retain 
such collaborations as the 
one they have with ASDSP 
as it will notably foster ag-
ricultural productivity for 
Nyerians.

   PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
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Ornamental fi sh rearing in Nyeri 
County

ommercial fi sh 
farming start-
ed in Kenya in 
the 1920s and 
has been on the 

constant rise since. Very little 
however, is known about or-
namental fi sh farming which 
is one of the fastest growing 
types of commercial fi sh 
farming in Africa.

Fresh water orna-
mental fi sh 
produc-
tion is 
majorly 
done in 
captivity 
whereby 
fi sh farmers 
rear the fi sh in 
ponds and tanks. De-
spite there being over 
200 species of fi sh in 
the ornamental fi sh trade in 
the country, it is dominated 
mainly by the goldfi sh, mol-
lies and Koi fi sh species.

Wilfred Mwangi together 
with his wife Mary Wahito, 
owns and runs Savannah 
Ornamental Fish Farm in 
Mukurwe-ini Central ward, 
Mukurwe-ini sub-county 
and stocks the following fi sh 
breeds; Black Moor, Platy, 
Koi, Shubunkin, Goldfi sh, 
Guppies, Sword tails and 
Gourami.
The conceptualization of 
this farm came about in 
2011 after Wilfred attended 
a training session on fi sh 

rearing. Wilfred decided 
on ornamental fi sh as at 
the time since it wasn’t an 
area that many farmers had 
ventured into thus creating a 
market gap. 

Mukurwe-ini is 
also enviably 
blessed with 
conducive 

weather for 
fresh water fi sh 
farming. 
Savannah Ornamental Fish 
Farm has numerous ponds 
for various purposes, be it 
egg-bearing, hatching or 
growth depending on the 
type of fi sh as they all have 
diff erent specifi c require-
ments for eff ective growth. 
Several methods exist for the 
breeding of ornamental fi sh. 

The farm mainly applies the 
following methods:
•       Natural breeding- this is 
where males and females are 
placed together in a breeding 
area such as a small pond 

or an enclosure where they 
spawn naturally.
•       In semi-natural breed-
ing- the female fi sh are fi rst 
given one injection of chem-
icals which triggers spawn-
ing. Males and females are 

then placed together in a 
specially prepared breed-
ing area such as a small 

pond or an enclosure 
where spawning 

takes place. 

The 
fertilized 
eggs are 

usually collected and 
reared under improved 

conditions, either natural or 
artifi cial.

•       Artifi cial propagation- 
the females are given one or 
more injections of chemicals 
which regulate the fi nal rip-
ening of dormant eggs in the 
ovaries. As soon as the eggs 
are ripe, they are stripped 
from the females. The males 
are usually also injected. 
Eggs are artifi cially fertilized 
with sperm obtained from 
the males and reared under 
controlled conditions.

Savannah Ornamental Fish 
Farm, whose mission is to be 
the number one fi sh farm in 
the area as well as to be

recognized in the country 
earns Wilfred and his family 
a decent living from their 
fi sh sales and from the 
training activities they off er 
on ornamental fi sh rear-

ing. He urges 
the people of 
Nyeri County 
and ultimate-

ly Kenyans to 
embrace ornamen-

tal fi sh farming as it 
is a proven source of a 

stable livelihood and 
as it currently ac-

counts for only 
3% of the fi sh 
in aquaculture 
in the country.

Ornamental fi shes form 
an important commercial 
component of aquaculture, 
providing for aesthetic re-
quirement and upkeep of the 
environment. Not only does 
it provide a space for people 
to do what they love but also 
an income-earning venture. 
Unlike other business, this 
type of fi sh farming requires 
less labour and space hence a 
good business venture partic-
ularly for the youth.

however, is known about or-
namental fi sh farming which 
is one of the fastest growing 
types of commercial fi sh 
farming in Africa.

Fresh water orna-
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tion is 
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whereby 
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spite there being over 
200 species of fi sh in 
the ornamental fi sh trade in 
the country, it is dominated 

ventured into thus creating a 
market gap. 

Mukurwe-ini is 
also enviably 
blessed with 
conducive 

weather for 
fresh water fi sh 

ing- the female fi sh are fi rst 
given one injection of chem-
icals which triggers spawn-
ing. Males and females are 

then placed together in a 
specially prepared breed-
ing area such as a small 

pond or an enclosure 
where spawning 

takes place. 

The 
fertilized 
eggs are 

usually collected and 

the number one fi sh farm in 
the area as well as to be

recognized in the country 
earns Wilfred and his family 
a decent living from their 
fi sh sales and from the 
training activities they off er 
on ornamental fi sh rear-

ing. He urges 
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Governor hosts the new Nyeri judge

New CoG leadership meets Senate’s 
devolution committee

The new Nyeri presiding 
judge Hon. Lady Justice 
Florence Muchemi paid 
a courtesy call to H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga at 
his offi  ce.
During the meeting, the 
Lady Justice stated that 
she was impressed by the 
cordial working relationship 
she has observed between 
the County Government of 
Nyeri and the judiciary. 
She further noted that 
there are possible areas of 
cooperation that the two 
entities could work on so 
that justice is administered 
in a better way to the 
residents of Nyeri. These 
areas include; establishment 
of a county court, expansion 

of courts in Kieni West, 
Kieni East and Tetu sub-
counties, training of county 
enforcement offi  cers on 
handling of arrested persons, 
fi nding alternative dispute 
solutions, and training of the 
court staff  on fi re safety and 

fi refi ghting.
Governor Kahiga pointed 
out that it is indeed true 
that the judiciary and the 
county government have 
worked seamlessly in the 
past, noting that he looks 
forward to continue with 

this synergy for the benefi t 
of Nyeri citizens.
Justice Florence Muchemi 
who previously served in 
Embu for 6 years, is in 
Nyeri to replace Justice 
Jairus Ngaah who relocated 
to Nairobi.

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga  joined CoG chair-
person H.E Martin Wambo-
ra and colleague governors 
chairing various committees 
for a Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Devolution and In-
tergovernmental Relations at 
the Senate Chambers, main 
Parliament buildings, Nairo-
bi.
The meeting chaired by Sen-
ator Moses Otieno Kajwang’ 
deliberated on how to estab-
lish smooth working relation-

ships between the Senate and 
the Council of Governors in a 
bid to ensure optimal service 
delivery to local wananchi. 
They also discussed mea-
sures to creating a seamless 
working relationship be-
tween the governors and sen-
ators. Another agenda raised 
was the timely disbursement 
of County revenue allocation 
funds which will ensure effi  -
ciency in the workings of the 
county governments. 

Justice Florence Muchemi who previously served in Embu for 6 years, is in Nyeri to replace Justice Jairus 
Ngaah who relocated to Nairobi.

By Florence Wangechi

By Kennedy Karanja

   PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

   PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA
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Health team meets 
governor 

CPCT capacity 
building meeting

The team is in Nyeri County to follow up on the NASCOP proj-
ect dubbed ‘KINGA’ which aims to achieve safety infusion to-
wards the safety of patients and health workers. 

Nyeri Governor H.E 
Mutahi Kahiga was 
delighted to host a 
team from the Min-
istry of Health led by 
the National Aids, 
STI Control Pro-
gramme (NASCOP) 

Programme Offi  cer 
Japheth Gituku. 
The team is in Nyeri 
County to follow up 
on the NASCOP proj-
ect dubbed ‘KINGA’ 
which aims to achieve 
safety infusion to-

wards the safety of 
patients and health 
workers. 
This is a three-year 
ongoing programme 
which has been pilot-
ed in 9 facilities across 
the country, and later 

to be absorbed across 
all health facilities. 
The programme en-
tails administration of 
Hepatitis B vaccines 
and tests to all health 
workers, administra-
tion of safety engi-

neered cannulas which 
are more effi  cient and 
a mentorship pro-
gramme and training 
across the facilities. 
This programme is be-
ing executed in close 
collaboration with 

Amref Health Africa 
which is an imple-
menting partner for 
Centre for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) and Bec-
ton, Dickinson and 
Company (BD). 

The Kenya Urban Support Programme 
team held a meeting with the Nyeri Coun-
ty Project Coordinating Team (CPCT) to 
train them on areas related to fi nancial 
management and procurement.
This is part of the KUSP – National Proj-
ect Co-ordinating Team (NPCT) respon-
sibility to off er technical assistance to the 
municipalities in the preparation of fi nan-
cial reporting systems as well as ensuring 
the reports are harmonized across the 59 
municipalities. 
The Nyeri CPCT is overseeing the imple-
mentation of the Nyeri Main Bus Termi-
ni located at the Asian Quarters, which 
is a program funded by the World Bank 
through KUSP.
The team comprises of the CEC and Chief 
Offi  cer Lands, Physical Planning, Housing 
& Urbanization, an environment offi  cer, 
social safeguard offi  cer, project manager, 
project coordinator, internal auditor, proj-
ect accountant, physical planner, procure-
ment offi  cer, municipal manager and chair 
municipal board.
The state department of Housing and De-
velopment through the Kenya Urban Sup-
port Programme (KUSP) has disbursed 
Urban Institutional Grants (UIG) and 
Urban Development Grants (UDG) to 
counties with the aim of establishing and 
strengthening urban institutions through 
infrastructure development.

Ongoing roads upgrade program in Iria-ini ward, Othaya

Ciara-ini - Kiandemi road. Kabebero Primary road. Ruruguti-Kirigu road.

By Njambi Mugo

By Ivy Muruga
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Stocking of fingerlings at 
Mugunda ward

Tetu Self Help Group to partner with CGN 

The Kenya Fisheries Service (KeFS) 
in collaboration with offi  cers from the 
Department of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Fisheries engaged in a fi ngerling 
stocking activity at Githura dam in Mu-

gunda ward.
The team delivered 30,000 fi ngerlings 
to the Mugunda community in contin-
uance of a countrywide project to stock 
2 million fi ngerlings across all 47 coun-

ties.
KeFS further plans to supply 50,000 
more fi ngerlings in Nyeri County, a 
process that will be facilitated by the 
county government through the De-
partment of Agriculture. 
Speaking at the forum, KeFS Board 
Chairman, Gonzi Rai expressed great 
pleasure and confi dence in this project, 
noting that it will be of help to the com-
munity in three crucial pillars: income 
generation, creation of employment 
and improved health standards. He 
guaranteed the national government’s 
commitment to working with the coun-
ty governments to ensure the success of 
this project.
Locals expressed their gratitude to-
wards the KeFS for off ering them an 
opportunity to not only better them-
selves but also to enhance the status of 
their community through aquaculture.

H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa hosted group mem-
bers of 3km Men Self Help 
Group in his offi  ce. 
The group that comprises 
of 15 members from Kiri-
ti, Kigogo-ini, Kagundu-ini 
and Muthua-ini areas in 
Dedan Kimathi ward, Tetu 
sub -county was founded 
in year 2016 to mentor and 
empower children as well 
as the youth in their com-
munity. 
The County Government of 

Nyeri is committed to sup-
porting such groups in their 
programmes as part of pub-
lic private partnership. This 
will help to transform the 
county and uplift the living 
standards of its citizenry. 
Speaking during the meet-
ing, the group members 
led by the Secretary Paul 
Ngambi and Vice Chairman 
John Muriithi applauded the 
governor for his exemplary 
performance of improving 
infrastructure in the county.

The team delivered 30,000 fi ngerlings in continuance of a countrywide project to stock two million fi ngerlings 
across all 47 counties.

By Brian Kanyungu

By Faith Hiuhu

   PHOTO | BRIAN KANYUNGU
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Nyeri County to benefit through 
public private partnership

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga hosted a team from 
Safaricom PLC led by Mt. 
Kenya and North Eastern 
Regional Manager Jackson 
Mutua in his offi  ce. 
They deliberated on areas 
of public private partnership 

between the two entities in-
cluding the health sector and 
trade sector by supporting 
small and medium enterpris-
es with an aim of promoting 
economic empowerment in 
the region. 
They also agreed to partner 

in the education sector in 
particular TVETS, which 
the company pledged to sup-
port through equipping and 
internet connectivity. Safa-
ricom is also setting up free 
convenience WiFi at Whis-
pers Park, Nyeri town.

Governor Kahiga welcomed 
this partnership noting that 
it will greatly benefi t Nyeri 
residents. 
The meeting was held ahead 
of the CEO’s, Peter Ndegwa, 
visit next week. 

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahi-
ga had the pleasure of hav-
ing a development oriented 
meeting of Kinyaiti village 
with the “KINYAITI TU-
MEKOSA MAJI SINCE 
1984” ambassador Isaac 
Ngigi. The main agenda of 
the meeting was to discuss 
sustained water provision 
to Kinyaiti residents and 
the larger Endarasha/Mwi-
yogo ward in Kieni West 

sub-county.
Kieni is the largest constitu-
ency in Nyeri County, cov-
ering a land mass of 52% of 
Nyeri county. It is however 
classifi ed as an ASAL area 
because it falls on the lee-
ward side of Mt. Kenya. A 
sustainable module of pro-
viding adequate water to its 
residents needs to be critical-
ly looked into, especially in 
light of the climate change 

challenge. 
The County Government of 
Nyeri is leveraging on part-
nerships with other govern-

ment agencies to ensure we 
alleviate the water challenge 
in this area once and for all.

They also agreed to partner in the education sector in particular TVETS. Safaricom is also setting up free 
convenience WiFi at Whispers Park, Nyeri town.

In brief...

By Njambi Mugo
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Nyerians to benefit from CGN, 
KEBS partneship

Nyeri County Secretary Ben 
Gachichio hosted a team 
from the National Standards 
Council (NSC) on behalf of 
H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa at Townhall grounds, 
Nyeri town. 
The NSC is also the Board of 
Directors of the Kenya Bu-
reau of Standards (KEBS) 
and is the policy-making 
body for supervising and 
controlling the administra-
tion and fi nancial manage-
ment of the Bureau.
The National Standards 
Council (NSC) is set for 
a series of grassroots vis-
its to various counties for a 
fact-fi nding mission to es-
tablish the state of quality 
standards compliance.
The team led by NSC chair-

man Eng. Bernard Ngore, 
noted that they are happy 
with the progress and inno-
vativeness when it comes 
to SMEs as they traversed 
through Nyeri County.
They further acknowledged 
and appreciated the sup-
port they have been receiv-
ing from the County Gov-

ernment of Nyeri and the 
commitment it has towards 
ensuring that its citizens get 
value for their money.
Speaking in the meeting, 
Trade, Tourism and Cooper-
atives CEC Diana Kendi en-
couraged the partnership be-
tween KEBS and the county 
government noting that it 

will go a long way in ensur-
ing that there will be promo-
tion of fair trade which will 
in turn benefi t Nyeri citizens.
The county secretary reiter-
ated the commitment of the 
Nyeri County’s leadership 
towards helping its citizens 
achieve quality standards in 
their business ventures.

Nyeri Education and Sports 
CEC Margaret Macharia 
kicked off  a two day badmin-
ton training at the YMCA 
hall in Nyeri town.
Badminton is an indoor 
game played in Kenya. In a 
bid to grow the popularity of 
the game, Badminton Kenya 
in partnership with Badmin-
ton World Federation and 
Badminton Confederation 
of Africa is conducting train-
ings across counties in Ken-
ya through a program called 
Shuttle Time.
The training is targeting all 

badminton coaches in the 
county and has already been 
rolled out in four counties; 

that is Nairobi, Nyeri, Mach-
akos and Eldoret and is be-
ing co-ordinated by Jeff  Shi-

goli, the Secretary General 
Badminton Kenya.

Badminton training held at YMCA Hall Nyeri

By Faith Hiuhu
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Consultative meeting on Kuza 
Kazi Programme

The County Government of 
Nyeri through the Depart-
ment of Gender, Youth and 
Social Services held a meet-
ing to fi nalize on details 
about the Kuza Kazi Pro-
gramme ahead of its launch 
in Nyeri County.
In order to close the Nyeri 
youth unemployment gap, 
the county government 

has collaborated with var-
ious partners in the imple-
mentation of Kuza Kazi 
Programme. The partners 
include Almasi Bottlers 
Limited and Ogilvy.
The team held a consulta-
tive meeting with the key 
stakeholders to deliberate 
on the way forward and on 
how they are going to suc-

cessfully carry out this pro-
gram.
In the meeting, Gender 
CEC Esther Ndung’u ex-
pressed the Nyeri County 
leadership’s commitment 
towards creating opportuni-
ties for the youth which will 
wholly uplift their lives.
The stakeholders who in-
cluded Almasi outgoing 

General Manager Amos 
Chege, Incoming General 
Manager Philip Gikunju, 
Almasi Regional Manager 
Jacqueline Mwirigi, Ogilvy 
PR and Infl uence Winnie 
Kariuki and Grace Mukasa 
also paid a courtesy call to 
H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa. 

In order to close the Nyeri youth unemployment gap, the county government has collaborated with various part-
ners in the implementation of Kuza Kazi Programme.

The ongoing 
construction of 
Mt.Kenya Neema 
Borehole project in 
Gatuanyaga, Gakawa 
ward Kieni East 
sub-county.

In brief...

By Faith Hiuhu
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Governor joins Akurinu in tree 
planting event

H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga 
launched a tree 
planting exercise 
for the General 
Conference of 
Akurinu Church-
es at Tumutumu 
Hill, Kirimukuyu 
ward in Mathira 
West sub-county. 
The church mem-
bers who are cele-
brating 100 years 
since inception 
of the church are 
planning to plant 
over 200,000 in-
digenous trees in 
public lands in 
Nyeri County. 
The team led by 
the National Sec-
retary General Rev. Macha-
ria Prince lauded the County 
Government of Nyeri under 
the leadership of Gover-
nor Kahiga for exemplary 
leadership and good man-
agement of the people’s re-
sources. 
The governor on the other 

hand thanked the Akurinu 
Church for this initiative 
saying that this will aid in 
the conservation of the en-
vironment and increase the 
forest cover from 38.3% in 
the county.
Nyeri County boasts of hav-
ing the highest percentage of 

tree cover at 38.3% percent 
and the governor is deter-
mined to retain it by sup-
porting initiatives that seek 
to increase it. 
He also urged the church 
members to ensure that they 
document their rich history 
for future reference. 

Trees are an important part 
of every community as they 
contribute to their environ-
ment by providing oxygen, 
improving air quality, cli-
mate amelioration, conserv-
ing water, preserving soil 
and supporting wildlife. 

The church members who are celebrating 100 years since inception of the church are planning to plant over 
200,000 indigenous trees in public lands in Nyeri County. 

By Faith Hiuhu
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PRA training at 
Wambugu ATC 
Farm

Celebrating 
International Women’s 
Day 

The Aquaculture Business Develop-
ment Programme (ABDP) in close 
collaboration with the Department of 
Agriculture Livestock and Fisheries is 
in the process of applying Participa-
tory Rural Appraisal training (PRA) 
in identifi ed working areas in Nyeri 
County. In order to achieve this, 40 
participants made up of sub-county 
fi sheries offi  cers and the programme 
implementing team from Mukurwei-
ni and Othaya were taken through a 
two-day training at the Kenya School 
of Agriculture at Wambugu farm after 
which the team is expected to use the 
various taught PRA tools to collect 
data for PRA reports.
PRA is an approach used to identify 
problems and opportunities in various 
value chains. The approach aims to 
incorporate the knowledge and opin-
ions of rural people in the planning 
and management of development 
projects and programmes.
PRA can assist in forming better links 
between communities and the agen-
cies and institutions concerned with 
rural development. This can benefi t 
aquaculture workers by helping them 
with the monitoring of aquaculture 
development and environmental is-
sues related to aquaculture.
The key areas in question will be list-
ing of community problems, analyz-
ing the problems, and identifying the 
existing opportunities. After which 
they will establish an Aquaculture De-
velopment Area Action Plan (ADA-
AP). 
The team is further expected to car-
ry out a PRA training locally on fi sh 
farmers in Mukurwe-ini and Othaya 
which will thereupon be replicated in 
the other sub-counties of Nyeri coun-
ty.

The County Govern-
ment of Nyeri through 
the Department of 
Gender, Youth and So-
cial Services joined the 
Nyeri Women’s Prison 
in celebrating the In-
ternational Women’s 
Day. The annual event, 
which is celebrated on 
March 8th also marks 
as a call to action for 
accelerating gender 
equality and women 
empowerment. 
The theme for this year 
“Women in leadership: 
Achieving an equal 
future in a Covid-19 
world” celebrates the 
tremendous eff orts 
by women and girls 
around the world in 
shaping a more equal 

future and recovery 
from Covid-19 pan-
demic. 
Speaking during the 
event, Gender CEC 
Esther Ndung’u lauded 
the good work being 
done by the manage-
ment in terms of reha-
bilitating and re-inte-
grating the prisoners 
back into the society. 
She also called upon 
the convicts to put to 
good use the skills 
training off ered at the 
prison to help them eke 
out a living once they 
leave jail. She also 
encouraged them to 
stay focused, fi nd their 
footing and not give up 
despite the challenges 
faced by women in in-

carceration. 
Accompanying the 
CEC was the depart-
ment’s Chief offi  cer 
Mr. George Mwangi, 
who emphasized on 
‘learning your lesson 
and moving ahead,’ 
and also reassured the 
convicts of their worth 
as women. 
The over 60 women 
were also sensitized 
on cancer awareness as 
well as received can-
cer screening, family 
planning and sexually 
transmitted diseases 
education. 
During the visit, the 
department presented 
sanitary towels, dia-
pers, food items and 
snacks to the facility.

By Brian Kanyungu

By Jane Baru
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Launch of ICT Complex at 
Mukurwe-ini TTI

The complex will be of much help to the over 1,700 students who are acquiring knowledge and skills through 
innovation and research at the facility.

Together with Nyeri arch-
bishop His Grace Antho-
ny Muheria, Nyeri Gov-
ernor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
launched an ICT / Library 
Complex at Mukurwe-ini 
Technical Training Institute. 
The complex will be of 
much help to the over 1,700 
students who are acquir-
ing knowledge and skills 
through innovation and re-
search at the facility.
Speaking at the launch, the 

governor noted that through 
the internship program of-
fered by the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri, some of the 
youth shall be supported in 
order to acquire the neces-
sary experience needed for 
the job market.
The County Government 
of Nyeri is fully committed 
to support this institution to 
ensure that the students ben-
efi t and eventually be able to 
acquire the technical skills 

needed.
The institution lies on a 26.2 
acre land donated by the 

Catholic Church, Archdio-
cese of Nyeri.

Hand packing process ongoing 
along Kianda road in Nyeri town 
ahead of tarmacking in the next 
few weeks.
The second phase of the road 
has also been fi xed with culverts 
and retaining wall erected to 
ensure easy fl ow of water. 

In brief...

By Joseph Wambugu
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