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Nyeri farmers ven-
ture into poultry 
farming
…earning Kshs. 185 million 
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Charles Wachira and Gladys Wambui from Mwireri Good Hope Self Help Group displays some of the KARI improved 
kienyenji chicken which were distributed by the County Government of Nyeri through the Department of Agriculture, 
Livestock & Fisheries three years ago.

Nyeri farmers ven-
poultry 

Poultry meat is one of 
the most valued foods 
among people of all 

ages, throughout the world 
for its highly nutritional val-
ue. 
Some of the benefi ts of eat-

ing poultry products include: 
they are a great source of 
protein, amino acids which 
build muscle tissue conse-
quently promoting healthier 
bones as well as decreasing 
the risk of injuries and dis-

eases, promote better weight 
management as it has no 
cholesterol, source of Vita-
min B12, zinc, iron, copper 
among others.
In addition to its food secu-
rity aspect, rearing poultry 

is one of the livestock sub-
sectors that have a huge po-
tential to generate income as 
well as foreign earnings.

Continued on page 2,3 &4.

By Njambi Mugo.

 PHOTOS | JOSEPH WAMBUGU 
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The practice is not only ideal 
for small-scale farmers due 
to its need for small space 
to carry it out but also it can 
be practiced by vulnerable 
members in the community 
hence empowering all.

Under the stewardship of 
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahi-
ga, the County Government 
of Nyeri in partnership with 
Kenya Climate Smart Ag-
riculture Project (KCSAP) 
has remained committed to 
supporting farmers through 
poultry rearing programmes 
particularly targeting vulner-
able farmer groups including 
the youth, women and Peo-
ple Living with Disabilities 
(PWDs).

While issuing out one-
month old chicks to the 
farmers groups at Wambugu 
ATC Farm, governor Kahiga 
expressed his commitment 
to ensuring there is food se-
curity in Nyeri County.

“I am committed to promot-
ing food security in Nyeri 
County, one of H.E Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta Big 4 
Agenda. This goal is one I 
intend to achieve through 

providing Nyeri farmers 
with improved kienyenji 
chicken which will not only 
be a source of food but also a 
source of income,” noted the 
governor.

The county government 
and partner projects have 
distributed about 76,000 
chicken (indigenous) worth 
about Kshs. 20 million for 
the years 2018/2019 and 
2019/2020. The indigenous 
chicken distributed to the 
farmers were of the KARI 
improved kienyenji chicken, 
Kroiler and Rainbow vari-
ety.

According to Livestock 
& Fisheries Ag. Director 
Warugongo Theuri, the di-
rect benefi ciaries of the 
programme are about 3,800 
farmers who have been is-
sued with the birds while 
the household food secu-
rity and nutrition and 
income generation 
has improved for a 
further estimated 
10,000 Nyeri citi-
zenry.

“ In the last two fi -
nancial years, we 

have provided 181 farm-
ers groups with KARI im-
proved kienyenji chicken 
with Nyeri farmers earning 
about Kshs. 185 million in 
2019/2020 from the farm-
ing of same including sell-
ing of the poultry meat and 
by-products such as eggs 
and feathers,” added Waru-
gongo.

Gladys Wachira, one bene-
fi ciary from Mwireri Good 
Hope Self Help Group who 
received KARI improved 
kienyenji chicks from the 
county government through 
the Department of Agricul-
ture, Livestock & Fisheries 
three years ago noted that 
poultry rearing business is 
a lucrative one if you put in 

enough eff ort and take note 
of the trainings. 

programme are about 3,800 
farmers who have been is-
sued with the birds while 
the household food secu-
rity and nutrition and 
income generation 
has improved for a 
further estimated 
10,000 Nyeri citi-

“ In the last two fi -
nancial years, we 

“In the last 
two fi nancial 
years, the de-
partment has 
provided 181 
farmers groups 
with KARI 
improved 
kienyenji 
chicken with 
farmers earn-
ing about 
Kshs. 185 
million in 
2019/2020 
from the sale 
of the poul-
try meat and 
by-products 
such as eggs 
and feathers.
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“The chicken rearing enter-
prise has become a full time 
income generating project 
as well as a source of food 
for our household. Through 
this enterprise, we have also 
been able to create em-ploy-
ment for other people within 
our locality who buy eggs 
and meat from us and later 
sell them to earn an income. 
Normally a chick sells aver-
agely at Kshs. 300, a mature 
hen and cockerel at Kshs. 
600 and Kshs. 1,000 respec-
tively,” added Gladys whose 
success story has been an 
inspira-tion to residents of 
Mwireri in Mweiga ward, 
Kieni West sub-county.

Another group member, 
Charles Wachira noted that 
he has also set up a kitchen 
garden where he plants sev-
eral vegetables and nourish-
es it using manure from his 
brood. Some of the vegeta-
bles he has planted include 
collard greens and capsicum 
which double up as chicken 
feeds and have helped him 
save when it comes to buy-
ing chicken feed.

Bilha Wambaire, the sec-
retary of Thung’are Dis-
ability Self Help Group in 

Thegu River ward, Kieni 
East sub-county noted that 
the group has brought them 
together as a community 
and helped set an example 
of how when people come 
together they can go far in 

personal and social develop-
ment.

“I wish to express my grat-
itude to the county gov-
ernment for the 250 chicks 
provided to us, which have 
allowed us to self develop 
including expanding our 
brood and earning an in-
come en-abling us to diver-
sify into oth- e r 
ventures 
such as 
goat 

farming,” added Bilha.

“I cannot express my grati-
tude enough to our governor 
for this thoughtful gesture 
of providing us with chicks 
which has notably improved 

my life. By selling the eggs 
I get from hens and some of 
the cockerels from the fi rst 
stock, I was able to buy my-
self a dairy goat,” said Ban-
cy Wanjiku, another benefi -
ciary from the group.

Charles Njoroge and Mary 
Wachuka also thanked the 
county government for this 

project adding 
that the 

training 
a n d 
a d -
vice 

they have received from 
fi eld extension offi  cers on 
how to make a good and 
clean chicken coop, a hatch-
ery as well as how to deal 
with poultry diseases have 
helped them immeasurably.

 “The advice went a long 
way in ensuring that I was 
able to maintain a quality 
brood which pro-vided my 
household with quality and 
quantity meat and eggs for 
sale and consumption, ” 
added Njoroge. 

‘I’ve been idle for so long, 
but with the poultry farming 
project, it gave me some-
thing to do which added 
value to my life from the 
income gained,” noted Wa-
chuka.

Another benefi ciary Eliz-
abeth Nyaguthii Miano 
thanked the governor for 
the kienyenji chicks noting 
that her life has been trans-
formed for the better.

Bilha Wambaire, the sec-
retary of Thung’are Dis-
ability Self Help Group in 

sify into oth- e r 
ventures 
such as 
goat 

project adding 
that the 

training 
a n d 
a d -
vice 
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Jane Wairimu from Kahu-
ro-ini/Thenge-ini Self Help 
Group in Iria-ini ward, 
Mathira East sub-county 
also thanked the county gov-
ernment for the 2 0 0 
high qual-

ity Kroiler chicks provided 
to them which subsequently 
lead to production of quali-
ty eggs and poultry meat for 
both consumption and sale.

“We say thank you 
for this project by 
the county gov-
ernment and to 
the governor for 
providing us 
with high qual-
ity chicken 
brood which 
significant-
ly improved 
our lives by 

providing us with a means 
of livelihood and food secu-
rity,” added Wairimu.

The farmers however urged 
the county government to 
provide them with incuba-
tors which can hatch more 
eggs at a time and is a lot 
more reliable than the hen, 
increasing their chicks stock 
for sale subsequently in-
creasing their income.

The Ag. Director (pictured) 
advised the youth to venture 
into poultry farming since it 
requires little capital to set 

up; it isn’t labour intensive 
and yet brings about quick 
returns within a short time.
 He further noted that the 
county government has also 
supported the poultry farm-
ers through training them on 
animal husbandry and pre-
vention of poultry diseases 
and providing with poultry 
incubators which is used 
locally for chicks/breeding 
stock support to farmers. 
In this fi nancial year 
2020/2021, the department 
is planning to provide 130 
farmers groups with indige-
nous chicken.

high qual- “We say thank you 
for this project by 
the county gov-
ernment and to 
the governor for 
providing us 
with high qual-

Governor Kahiga re-elected as 
CoG Education Committee Chair-
person

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga has been 
re-elected as the Council of Governors 
(CoG) Education Committee Chairper-
son to serve for another one year.
This is after he joined colleague Gov-
ernors during the CoG Executive and 
Chairperson’s elections at Movenpick 
Hotel in Nairobi.
The governor thanked his colleagues 
for re-electing him as the Chairperson - 
Education Committee.
He pledged to continue working dil-
igently and earnestly at large and also 

work hand in hand with the newly 
elected executive members and the 
relevant national arms of the gov-
ernment for the benefi t of Nyeri 
County residents and the country 
at large.
H.E Governors Martin Wambora 
and James Ongwae were elected 
as the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of CoG re-
spectively.

work hand in hand with the newly 
elected executive members and the 
relevant national arms of the gov-
ernment for the benefi t of Nyeri 
County residents and the country 
at large.
H.E Governors Martin Wambora 
and James Ongwae were elected 
as the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of CoG re-
spectively.

   PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

He pledged to continue working 
diligently and earnestly at large 
and also work hand in hand 
with the newly elected execu-
tive members and the relevant 
national arms of the government.

By Kennedy Karanja
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Digitizing health services 
in Nyeri

The move will shift the facilities from a manual system to a digital system. 60

The County Government 
of Nyeri through the De-
partment of Health Ser-
vices has procured 75 new 
computers for distribution 
to the diff erent health cen-
tres across Nyeri County.
While handing over the 
consignment to H. E Gov-
ernor Mutahi Kahiga, 
Health CEC Dr. Rachel 
Kamau noted that the move 
is in a bid to digitize health 
services across the diff erent 
health facilities. The move 

will shift the facilities from 
a manual system to a digi-
tal system, which will sig-
nifi cantly improve service 
delivery.
The Health Department 
will also liaise with the ICT 
Department to centralize 
the health facilities’ IT in-
frastructure by implement-
ing a Digital Health Care 
Patient Management and 
Tracking System which 
will enable the digitization 
of Health Records mak-

ing patient data portable. 
Notably, digitizing the 
health care system will 
also improve the delivery 
of NHIF-Linda Mama pro-
gramme for instance in re-
turning claims fi led.
So far, the county gov-
ernment has equipped 
and digitized the Nyeri 
County Referral Hospital, 
Mukurwe-ini, Karatina and 
Mt.Kenya Level 4 Hospi-
tals as well as an additional 
33 health centres.

Dedicat-
ing Nyeri 
County to 
God - 2021 

H. E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa joined members of the 
County Government of Nyeri 
staff  at a prayer session in 
dedicating the great county 
to God upon the start of this 
new year. The service that 
was held at the Abundant 
New Life Church was presid-
ed over by Bishop Paul Wan-
johi. 

During the prayer service, the 
budget plans and all devel-
opment plans for the county 
were prayed for in earnest 
so that their implementation 
may aid Nyeri County and its 
people.

Prayers are a vital element of 
leadership that will always 
ensure there is smooth fl ow 
of work in the mind of a dedi-
cated leader, despite the hard-
ships and hurdles that one 
may face. 

Just as David the king of Is-
rael did dedicate his plans be-
fore God in the Altar, we ded-
icated our plans, agenda and 
budget plans of the county 
before God. And in power be-
stowed upon us by God and 
the people of Nyeri, we shall 
deliver it to the glory of God.
The executive is dedicated in 
serving God through service 
to Nyerians.

To God be the glory.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (left) with Health CEC Dr. Rachel Kamau and direc-
tor Dr. Nelson Muriu during the handing over of the 75 new computers acquired by 
the department for distribution to diff erent health centres in the county.

By Njambi Mugo.

   PHOTO | PETER WANGARI 
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ost job 
seeke r s 
p a r t i c -
u l a r l y 
w o m e n 
shy away 

from working with the dead. 
However, this is not the 
case for one Janet Sifuna, a 
mortuary attendant with the 
Karatina Sub-County Hospi-
tal. Janet prides in her work, 
noting that it is a vocation 
she enjoys and is passionate 
about for the past one and a 
half years she’s been doing 
it. 

Her calling to work with the 
dead came after one of her 
patients died, while she was 
stationed as a casual labour-
er in ward six of Karatina 
Sub-County Hospital. At the 
same time her brother passed 
away, which raised in her a 
lot of questions about what 
happens to the departed bod-
ies. She made a decision to 
working with the dead and 
accords them the respect 
they deserve, and started 
training with her counterpart 
Eva Ngima from the Nyeri 
County Referral Hospital.

Sifuna prides herself 
working in a male 
dominated career at 

one of the busiest health 
facilities which serves the 
regions of Karatina, Nyeri 
and as far as Kirinyaga and 
Laikipia Counties. Being the 
only female mortician with-
in the facility can be quite 
challenging, however, she 
strongly believes in herself 
which has kept her going. 
Her colleagues have also 
been quite the supportive lot 
as well as the hospital’s man-
agement which continuous-
ly encourages her including 
receiving daily counseling 
from the matron-in-charge 

particularly because her 
work is quite emotional but 
through the months, she has 
learned to remain strong for 
her clients. Sifuna, who is 
married and a mother of two, 
notes that her family has also 
been a source of motivation 
adding that she has learnt 
to separate between the two 
while maintaining a balance 
to ensure both areas of her 
life are running smoothly.

Dennis Murimi and Michael 
Mbuthia, fellow colleagues 
of Sifuna commended the 
good work she does, adding 
that she has been a great role 
model. They further added 

that she has given the place a 
female touch and it’s cleaner 
and better maintained. They 
also expressed their gratitude 
to H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga for the employment 
opportunity and for improv-
ing the facility including in-
stalling cold rooms.

Karatina Level 4 Medical 
Superintendent Dr. Benson 
Ngare applauded the work 
being done by Janet adding 
that she has brought a big 
diff erence as she is commit-
ted, motivated, self-driven 
and a team player.
“I want to thank the gover-
nor for his continued sup-

port. He constantly paid 
visits to the mortuary and 
has over time improved the 
working conditions includ-
ing providing us with cold 
rooms which increased our 
storage capacity to six bod-
ies. Currently, the morgue 
can hold 20 bodies. With 
the conditions improved, the 
county pathologist can now 
also visit the facility and car-
ry out post mortem exercis-
es. I also wish to thank him 
for hiring three employers 
increasing the number from 
one employee and one casu-
al,” added Dr. Ngare.

He further noted that plans 
are underway to expand 
the facility in terms of in-
frastructure which will go 
a long way in making sure 
the infection prevention 
practices are observed in the 
morgue.

Sifuna’s dedication in 
working with the dead

M
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What does a normal day 
look like for you?

I wake up at 5.00 a.m and 
prepare my children to go to 
school after which I report 
to work by 7.30 a.m. The 
fi rst order of business is to 
dispatch bodies, clear bills 
and write permits including 
death certifi cates and burial 
permits.

Tell us about the process of 
embalming a corpse. What 
kind of bodies do you re-
ceive?

Mostly, we receive bodies 
from the ward and in other 
cases from 
police 
o r 

from home. For instance, 
during the December hol-
iday most bodies received 
are from the police, while 
during the cold season we 
receive most bodies from 
home. Upon receipt of a 
body, we label it, routinely 
undress it, clean it, set the 
features straight and em-
balm it. For the embalming 
process, we use the mod-
ern method which involves 
treating human remains with 
chemicals to prevent decom-
position. This process leaves 
bodies suitable for viewing 
during viewings and funer-
als. The body is then stored 
in the cold rooms until the 
relatives of the deceased 

come to take it. Occasion-
ally, we get requests 

for postmortems, in 
which I partake in 
the exercise to-
gether with the 
pathologist.

Tell us about 
your experience/

most memorable 
time at your work-

place?

The most memorable experi-
ence was during my fi rst day 
at work, where I received 
the body of a young boy of 
similar age and complexion 
to my son’s. It was quite dif-
fi cult and emotional for me 
because the young boy re-
minded me of my own.

Does the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri off er training 
courses?

Yes, I have been taken 
through several courses ful-
ly paid for by the county 
government. They include 
a two-weeks training by the 
county pathologists before I 
was fi rst posted to this posi-
tion and a three-weeks train-
ing on Covid-19 protocols at 
Wambugu ATC Farm.

What advice would you give 
to the jobless youth in the 
county?

I would advise them to put 
God fi rst and not give up on 
fi nding employment. Also, 
they shouldn’t be sidelined 

to just white-collar jobs but 
to engage in other vocations 
as long as it’s an honest way 
of earning them income. 
Lastly, they should work 
hard as God rewards those 
who do.

Which eff orts has the Coun-
ty Government of Nyeri 
done to improve the working 
conditions?

The County Government of 
Nyeri has fully supported 
the department by providing 
us with the necessary equip-
ment. I wish to express my 
gratitude to the governor for 
hiring morticians across the 
county hospitals, including 
the three of us at Karatina. 
Also, I wish to convey my 
gratitude for equipping the 
mortuary with cold rooms, 
refurbishing and expanding 
the facility.
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Naromoru residents laud governor 
for the new level 4 hospital

Health care is a very 
important factor to 
determine the phys-

ical and mental well-being 
of the people and that is why 
it is highly recognized as a 
great contributor to a coun-
try’s economy. H.E Gover-
nor Mutahi Kahiga is cog-
nizant of this fact and that is 
why under his stewardship 
the people of Nyeri County 
have seen such a tremendous 
input in the health sector.
The residents of Naromoru 
town, Kieni-East sub-county 
are a happy lot after Gover-
nor Kahiga addressed their 
plight of living without a 
proper medical facility for 
years. This is after the Coun-
ty Government of Nyeri em-
barked on the construction 
of Naromoru Level 4 Hospi-
tal which is almost complete 
after the work started in Au-
gust 2019.

The project is jointly funded 
by the County Government 
of Nyeri and the World Bank 
under the Kenya Devolu-
tion Support Programme 
(KDSP).
Grace Wanjiru one of the 
area residents lauded the 
governor for initiating such 
a project at heart for the peo-
ple of Naromoru.
“I cannot express my grati-
tude enough to our governor 
for this thoughtful gesture 
of constructing a hospital in 
our area. I look forward to 
the completion of this hos-
pital and for it to be fully 
equipped,” she said.
Phynius Gitonga, another 
resident from Mwichui-
ri  area applauded the gov-
ernor saying that with the 
construction of the medical 
facility came a lot of job op-
portunities for the youth.
“I have been one of the peo-

ple who have benefi ted from 
the construction of this hos-
pital. I was able to secure a 
job at the construction site. 
I will forever be grateful to 
governor Kahiga for this job 
has elevated my life,” noted 
Gitonga.
Patricia Mugo also noted 
that the construction of the 
medical facility is such a 
great investment that will 
lead to the economic growth 
of Naromoru town.
“Since the construction of 
the hospital began, I have 
seen Naromoru town open 
up and burst with life. With 
the construction of this hos-
pital came along so many 
business ideas that have lift-
ed our lives,” she stated.
Jane Mugo from Thung’ari 
area also expressed her joy 
and gratitude towards the 
governor for the construc-
tion of the facility.

“We’ve suff ered for such 
a long time when it came 
to matters health since we 
have been travelling all the 
way to Nyeri Referral Hos-
pital which is 50 Kms away. 
We’ve not had a medical 
facility that could cater to 
our healthcare problems. 
Our condition was deplor-
able but since governor 
Kahiga ascended to power 
we have seen a leader who 
is concerned about us. The 
construction of this hospital 
is truly a testament of that,” 
she added.
The completion of the facil-
ity will ease the suff ering of 
Kieni people who have not 
had any such hospital and 
have had to seek treatment 
in either in Karatina, Nyeri, 
Mukurwe-ini and Othaya 
hospitals.

By Faith Hiuhu

   PHOTO | JOSEPH WAMBUGU
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FKF meets governor Kahiga

Nurturing sports talents at an early age

Ateam from the Football Kenya 
Federation (FKF) Nyeri Coun-
ty branch was hosted by H.E 

Governor Mutahi Kahiga.
The team led by FKF chairman Nyeri 
County chairman Crispine Ochieng’ 
deliberated on matters structure, gover-
nance and infrastructure when it comes 
to soccer as a sport for the sportsmen 
and sportswomen of Nyeri County.

The governor reiterated that his gov-
ernment is committed towards nur-
turing sports. He also persuaded the 
sportswomen to be disciplined seeing 
that this is a vital component for sports.
In the meeting, the governor also high-
lighted the need for a sport governing 
entity in Nyeri County. He further stat-
ed that the body will help in managing 
resources, inclusivity of other sports 
and also directly impact the lives of 
sportsmen and sportswomen positively.

The team from FKF expressed their 
gratitude to the County Government 
of Nyeri under the stewardship of H.E 
governor Mutahi Kahiga which has 

been on the forefront supporting and 
nurturing talent in the sports sector.
The Football Kenya Federation (FKF) 
is planning to launch a League in Nyeri 
County that will take place on 31st Jan-
uary 2021.
Sports are an important aspect of Ken-

yan culture and the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri is ready to uphold this 
culture by nurturing talent and honing 
the skills of the young men and women 
of Nyeri County.

H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa joined Maragima Vol-
leyball and Football teams 
in Maragima for the offi  cial 

handover of club uniform 
and sports kits purchased by 
the club board, led by their 
patron John Munyiri.

Nurturing talent and hon-
ing skills at a young age is 
crucial because it shapes 
the path of a sportsman or 
sportswoman early in life, 
thus optimizing their skill.
As a show of commitment to 
nurturing sports, the County 
Government of Nyeri will 
pay for all the 18 soccer 
teams in Nyeri to join the 
FKF County League. 
The bus purchased by the 
county government through 

the Department of Educa-
tion and Sports is also avail-
able on fi rst priority basis for 
any team that would like to 
use it. 
The vital component in 
sportsmanship is discipline 
and all players should keep 
this mind. It is exciting to see 
the revival of sports particu-
larly soccer in Nyeri and we 
intend to support this so as to 
harness and tap talent. 

In the meeting, the governor also highlighted the need for a sport governing entity in Nyeri County. 60

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (centre) with Football Kenya Federation 
(FKF) Nyeri branch offi  cials after the team met the governor in his offi  ce. On 
the third right is Education and Sports CEC Margaret Macharia and Chief 
Offi  cer Simon Wachira (extreme left).

By Faith Hiuhu

   PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA 
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Governor encourages teachers to 
invest in business

H.E Governor Muta-
hi Kahiga has en-
couraged teachers 

to invest in business oppor-
tunities arising after devel-
opment projects have been 
initiated by the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri.
Speaking during the 45th 
Newfortis Sacco AGM 
at Nyamachaki Primary 
School grounds, Nyeri town, 
the governor noted that there 
are also other projects being 
done by the National Gov-
ernment where teachers or 
any other Nyerian can also 
invest.
“Othaya Level 6 Hospital 
has brought with it huge 
opportunities for the people 
of Othaya and beyond. The 
Techno City coming up in 

Dedan Kimathi Universi-
ty is a golden goose. Take 
the opportunities at the fi rst 
chance. I am putting up a 
New Bus and Matatu termini 
at the Asian Quarters. There 
will be 1,000 shops, hotels, 
a new market...take the op-
portunity. My government 
is setting up a Level 4 hospi-
tal in Naromoru which will 
also open up opportunities 
in housing, in supplies and 
even employment. Someone 
once said, it is better to be 
prepared for an opportuni-
ty and not get it than get an 
opportunity and not be ready 
for it,” he added.
The governor also offi  cial-
ly launched the New Fortis 
verve debit card for the Sac-
co which will help its mem-

bers access their money as 
they travel.
He at the same time thanked 
the Sacco members and the 
board led by the chairman 
John Githinji for the con-
tinued good performance 
which is evidenced by the 
growth in quick and in-
creased loan disbursements, 
increase in membership, and 

a steady rise in dividend per-
centage payout with an all-
time high rate of 14% last 
year.
Governor Kahiga also prom-
ised all the over 800 ECDE 
teachers hired by the County 
Government of Nyeri that 
their terms of service is be-
ing looked into in a bid to 
improve their salaries and 
benefi ts.
“We are upgrading all infra-
structures in our ECDE and 
Vocational Training Centres 
and at the same time build-
ing new classrooms and 
workshops where necessary. 
This is our focus to bring 
them to better standards,”  
he noted.
Newfortis chairman also 
announced that Kshs. 662.8 
Million will be paid imme-
diately as dividend and in-
terests to its members.
The Sacco with 15,758 
members has branches in 
Nairobi, Karatina, Nanyuki 
and Othaya with its head-
quarters situated in Nyeri 
town.

He also promised all the over 800 ECDE teachers hired by the CGN that their terms of service is being looked into in a bid to improve their salaries.60

Newfortis Sacco members following proceedings during this year’s AGM which was 
held at Nyamachaki Primary School grounds, Nyeri town. BELOW: H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga launching the Sacco’s verve debit card.
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By Jane Baru
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NYEWASCO receives trophies from 
WASREB

Nyeri Water and Sanitation 
Company (NYEWASCO) has 
received its trophies following 

their win in last year’s Impact 12 2020 
Assessment Awards conducted by 
Water Services and Regulatory Board 
(WASREB) led by the CEO Eng. Rob-
ert Gakubia. 
The award ceremony for water utili-
ties within the Tana region was held at 
White Rhino, Nyeri town. 
The company emerged the best in the 
following categories:
1. Overall top performing water utility 
countrywide for 12th year in a row. 

2. Top utility in the very large category. 
3. Top utility in the Tana Region. 
4. Top utility in non-revenue water. 
Other water utilities also awarded were 
Rukunga Water-Top utility in small 
category and Meru Water- Top utility 
within the large category. 
The water companies were being as-
sessed in the areas of pro-poor services 
that is-giving back to the society par-
ticularly to those in the low income 
bracket, water governance and credit 
worthiness assessment. 
Eng. Gakubia lauded the Nyewasco’s 
management for their continued good 

performance and their commitment to 
the validation exercise which is being 
conducted for the whole week. 
While receiving the trophies, Nye-
wasco’s Ag. MD Eng. Peter Kahuthu 
thanked the entire staff  and the board of 
directors for their stellar performance 
and dedication which has seen them 
achieve this success as well as the ex-
emplary leadership of the late MD CPA 
Peter Gichaaga. 
He also expressed his gratitude to the 
County Government of Nyeri for its 
continued support under the leadership 
of H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga. 

The water companies were being assessed in the areas of pro-poor services that is-giving back to the society.60

Nyewasco offi  cials led by Board Chairman Patrick Karinga (second left) acting MD Peter Kahuthu (third right) 
among others receiving trophies after last year’s win of Impact 12 2020 Assessment Awards. 
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Inspecting develop-
mental projects in 
Nyeri town

Together with Nyeri 
Town MP Ngunji-
ri Wambugu, H. E 
Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga inspected 
ongoing projects 
within Nyeri town 
in a bid to ensure 
that they’re in stellar 
condition and that 
the set standards are 
being met so as to 
get value for money. 
These are facilities 
that will be used by 
the people of Nyeri 
and it is only prudent 
that their expecta-
tions are met.
They begun by vis-
iting the New Bus 

Termini that will 
not only decongest 
Nyeri town but will 
also create numer-
ous job opportunities 
and provide a plat-
form for immense 
economic growth in 
Nyeri. The project is 
near completion and 
all the stakeholders 
are hard at work to 
ensure a smooth cul-
mination.
They also visited 
a number of roads 
such as the Beavers, 
Skuta road and Ibao-
ini whose progress is 
coming along well. 
Good infrastructure 

is every citizen’s 
right and these are 
among the many 
roads that the two 
leaders have em-
barked on and con-
tinue to develop. 
Ruring’u stadium’s 
construction is also 
ongoing and upon its 
completion will en-
hance sports and tal-
ent in Nyeri County.
This joint collabo-
rative eff ort among 
leaders is a requisite 
need to propel Nyeri 
forward and to max-
imize on the fruits of 
devolution, for the 
gain of the citizenry. 

Restoring hope 
and dignity of 
senior citizens and 
Persons Living 
with Disabilities

The county Govern-
ment of Nyeri through 
the Department of 
Gender, Youth and 
Social Services vis-
ited a senior Citizen 
from Gatumbiro, 
Dedan Kimathi ward 
in Tetu sub-county. 
The vulnerable el-
derly lady lives in a 
deplorable condition 
and often depends on 
well wishers for as-
sistance on food and 
other necessities. 
The department do-
nated food items, 
blankets, a mattress 
and other personal ef-
fects in a bid to allevi-
ate her suff ering
The department also 
visited Kelvin and his 
mother in Ruring’u 
ward Nyeri central 
sub-county.
The 18 year old boy 
living with disability 
comes from a hum-
ble background and 

suff ers from bowel in-
continence and has to 
be in diapers through-
out. Diapers are an 
integral part of his life 
and he uses up to 6 in 
a day. 
Representing the de-
partment, the Chief 
Social Welfare Offi  -
cer in charge of Nyeri 
Central Mr. Geoff rey 
Waichinga donated 
50 packets of diapers 
to Kelvin.
His mother thanked 
the county govern-
ment for coming to 
her aid in providing 
these essentials so that 
Kelvin can continue 
living a quality and 
dignifi ed life.
We are committed to 
providing assistance 
to the vulnerable 
members of the so-
ciety to improve on 
their wellbeing and 
promote their rights 
and dignity. 

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga (left) with Nyeri Town MP Hon. 
Ngunjiri Wambugu inspecting Nyeri Town Main Termini that is 
over 85 per cent complete.
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By Jane Baru
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Aid for Kabati-
Naromoru fire 
victims

Social Welfare 
Offi  cer James 
Mwangangi from 
the Department 
of Gender, Youth 
and Social Ser-
vices together 
with Naromoru /
Kiamathaga MCA 
Hon. Martin Matu 
visited the family 

of Peris Wanjiku 
Gitau which was 
involved in a fi re 
tragedy.
The incidence 
which occurred 
recently, was as 
a result of a child 
trying to light fi re 
which resulted to 
the disaster. All 

household items 
were destroyed; 
fortunately no one 
was injured during 
the incidence. 
The department 
visited with iron 
sheets, nails, mat-
tresses, blankets, a 
bundle of clothes 
and food stuff s.

By Jane Baru
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