
Nyeri to reap big 
after railway 
revival

Dr. Muriu expounds 
on Nyeri’s measures 
towards Covid-19 
pandemic
Dr. Nelson Muriu is the director 
Nyeri Health Services and also a 
member of the County Covid-19 
Secretariat that provides tech-
nical support to a multi-disci-
plinary committee. The com-
mittee was formed to provide 
overall oversight and guidance 
on all matters Covid-19 includ-
ing public health, social and 
economic issues. To date, Nyeri 
County has trained/sensitized 
health care workers, commu-
nity health volunteers, security 
teams, community leaders and 
other stakeholders.   
    
                Pg 4&5

Nyeri County Bills 
signed into law
        Pg 6

A passenger train during a test – run after the refurbishment of the Nairobi – Nanyuki railway line.
BELOW: Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga waving to Mathira residents during the maiden tour 
from Chaka to Sagana railway station recently.

Nyeri boasts of three railway sta-
tions which are situated in Karati-
na, Kiganjo and Chaka townships. 

The 235 kilometre railway line which 
collapsed in the nineties will now boost 
the economic growth of the region through 
provision of a faster, reliable, safe and 
secure transport means of cargo after its 
refurbishment by the national government. 
“The revival of the line will see the idling 
industrial plots around Kiganjo developed 
by investors in the container business. 
Kiganjo was sent to its deathbed when we 
lost the line. Many businesses closed down 
after the collapse of the line,” noted H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga.      Pg 2 &3
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The economy of Nyeri County is 
expected to grow tremendously 
after the rehabilitation of Nai-

robi – Nanyuki metre gauge railway 
line. It will act as a catalyst to trigger 
growth in logistics companies, agri-
cultural value addition companies and 
cottage industries along the railway 
line. 

This project, which is associated with 
the third Nyeri Governor Dr. Wahome 
Gakuru before he died in November 
2017 in a road accident, is expected 
to spur social-economic development 
on the Central Region Economic Bloc 
(CEREB). This project will also link 
the county with the larger Lamu Port 
and Southern Sudan Ethiopia Trans-
port Corridor (LAPSSET) which was 
enshrined in Vision 2030. 
Nyeri boasts of three railway stations 
which are situated in Karatina, Kigan-
jo and Chaka townships.
The 235 kilometre railway line which 
collapsed in the nineties will now 
boost the economic growth of the 
region through provision of a faster, 
reliable, safe and secure transport 
means of cargo after its refurbishment 
by the national government.
The railway which traverses six coun-
ties including Nairobi, Kiambu, Mu-
rang’a, Kirinyaga, Nyeri and Laikipia 
is a major milestone for the counties 
as it provides an alternative means of 
transport.
The revival of the railway will ensure 
agricultural produce like wheat, coff ee, 
tea, horticultural goods and maize, 
cement, animal inputs, fertilizer, 
household goods, petroleum products, 

livestock and livestock products are 
transported in bulk at a cheaper price. 
This will also ensure convenience and 
effi  ciency of the cargo. Tea farmers 
in the region have lauded the move 
saying the region has 22 tea factories. 
Their tea products can be ferried to 
Mombasa auction by rail.
“Vivo Energy, a large multi-nation-
al oil company opened a depot in 
Nanyuki with a storage capacity of 
11.5 million litres to serve the region 
as common user facility. Currently, 
distribution level stands at fi ve million 
litres. With rail operations, it is project-
ed that the depot’s maximum monthly 
capacities will be achieved by early 
next year,” said James Siele, Kenya 
Railways Business, Commercial and 
Operations Expert during a recent 
stakeholders meeting.
The passenger train which will also be 
in operation on this route will run from 
Nairobi to Nanyuki with stoppages 
along the route. It will consist of six 
coaches run by a-62-class locomotive. 
This will be a major tourist attraction 
as the Kenya Railways plan to set up 
weekend party trains traversing the 
beautiful landscape.

Nyeri to harvest big as 
Nairobi- Nanyuki 
railway line starts 
operations

CEREB CEO Ndirangu Gachunia.
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The train will ferry about 1,000 peo-
ple alighting at various destinations. 
The passengers will be able to enjoy 
the sceneries of the populated Kiambu 
County to the rolling hills of Murang’a 
and then the lush greenery of Nyeri to 
the rich savannah grassland of Laikipia.
Kiganjo, Karatina and new station at 
Chaka are expected to be busy passen-
ger hubs.
Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahi-
ga added that infrastructure for land 
earmarked for industrial development 
in Kiganjo will be improved  to ensure 
the industrial land set aside in Kiganjo is 
utilized.
The infrastructure will include rehabil-
itating roads, installing electricity and 
water, among others in the industrial 
town which served as a train station 
before rail transportation collapsed.
The governor said the plots in the 
industrial satellite town on the outskirts 
of Nyeri town were earmarked for de-
velopment over 30 years ago, but have 
never been developed.
He said the initiative will enable people 
who intend to set up go-downs and who 
can provide cargo for transportation on 
rail to start building.
“The revival of the line will see the 
idling industrial plots around Kiganjo 
developed by investors. Kiganjo was 
sent to its deathbed when we lost the 
line. Many businesses closed down 
after the collapse of the line,” added the 
governor.

Kenya Cooperative Creameries based 
in Kiganjo is also intending to expand 
business on value addition lines where-
by the dairy products will be ferried via 
the line.
Mukurwe-ini Wakulima Dairy Ltd 
chairman Muhika Mutahi said that the 
company is also ready to take advantage 
of the railway and transport the milk 
products to other corners of the country.
Nyeri Trade, Tourism and Cooperatives 
CEC Diana Kendi noted that the youth 
from the region will also benefi t from 
jobs created due to an increase in goods 
transportation.
CEREB CEO Ndirangu Gachunia noted 
that the bloc which brings together 10 
counties from Nakuru, Nyeri, Nyan-
darua, Meru, Kiambu, Embu, Laikipia, 
Kirinyaga, Murang’a and Tharaka Nithi 
has 10% of the Kenyan Population and 
28% of Kenya Gross County Product 
(GCP) worth Ksh 2.6 trillion.
“This is intended to unleash this eco-
nomic behemoth that the world has not 
fully discovered and utilized to its full 
potential. We have a superior infrastruc-
ture, the biggest water towers and the 
requisite human resources to support 
an industrial revolution. Our people are 
hardworking and the region is chris-
tened the cradle of entrepreneurship,” 
said Gachunia.
CEREB chairman, who is the Nyan-
darua Governor H.E Francis Kimemia 
however called for extension of the line 
to Meru and Nyandarua counties so that 

each of the ten counties in the central 
region benefi t from the infrastructure.
“Governors from this region want to say 
that we fully support this noble project 
since apart from agricultural products 
we have minerals that can be transported 
through rail. It will make doing busi-
ness cheap hence we will benefi t,” said 
Kimemia.
Laikipia Governor H.E Ndiritu Muriithi  
noted that the road transport has been 
the only alternative mode of transport 
for bulky agricultural cargo as well as 
commercial goods such as oil. 
“Compared to rail, road transport is 
expensive both to farmers and business 
people and greatly shortens the lifes-
pan of our highways,” added governor 
Muriithi.
The revival of the railway line is part of 
H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta’s plan to 
accelerate implementation of promised 
development projects in the region.
There are plans to extend the line to Isio-
lo to link up the region to the LAPSSET. 
There will also emerge new modern pro-
duce markets along the corridor where 
our farmers can trade their commodities 
with assured cheap transport.
The President is expected to offi  cially 
launch the refurbished railway line soon. 
It is one of the mega projects in the 
region done by the national government.

Inset from left: Governors H. E Ndiritu Muriithi (Laikipia), H. E Mutahi Kahiga (Nyeri) and H. E Francis Kimemia (Nyandarua) pose for 
a photo during the maiden trip of the Nairobi-Nanyuki railway from Kiganjo to Sagana. The 235 km railway line will spur social-economic 
development on CEREB.
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Enlighten us on some of the initiatives 
so far undertaken by the national gov-
ernment and the County Government 
of Nyeri in matters pertaining to the 
Covid-19 pandemic?

A multi-disciplinary committee has 
been formed which provides overall 
oversight and guidance on all matters 
Covid-19 including public health, so-
cial and economic issues. The commit-
tee is chaired by H.E Governor Mutahi 
Kahiga and co-chaired by the county 
commissioner, Lyford Kibaara. There 
has been collaboration in the devel-
opment and implementation of policy 
guidelines, enforcement of govern-
ment directives, training of health care 
workers, provision of Personal Protec-
tive Equipment (PPEs), provision of 
medical equipment, technical support 
to the county and risk communication.

What are some of the achievements 
that the department has recorded so 
far in the county since the emergence 
of Covid -19? 

The County Government of Nyeri 
has undertaken various measures 
and interventions aimed at mitigating 
the spread of Covid-19 pandemic 
and safeguarding the health of Nyeri 
residents. To date the county has 
trained/sensitized health care workers, 
community health volunteers, security 
teams, community leaders and other 

stakeholders in the following catego-
ries:1,302 (73%) HCWs trained, 2,504 
(99%) community health volunteers 
trained, 229 chiefs and assistant chiefs, 
369 prison wardens, 147 police offi  -
cers, 129 Nyumba Kumi champions. 
The county government has recruited 
246 health care workers in various 
cadres to provide additional support 
necessary to manage Covid-19  in-
cluding surge of infections. The county 
has procured protective gears for use 
by health care workers and community 
health volunteers all aimed at improv-
ing our infection prevention and con-
trol measures and prevent/minimize 
risk of infection among our health 
care workers. The department has also 
procured both basic and specialized 
medical equipment for our quarantine 
and isolation centres including in-
fra-red thermometers, patient moni-
tors, ventilators, oxygen concentrators, 
among others.

What are some of the isolation and 
quarantine facilities within the county?

They include the Kenya Medical 
Training College- Nyeri, Mt Kenya 
and Mukurweini hospitals. The recent 
policy guidelines on home isolation 
and management of Covid-19 patients 
will be key in addressing a surge of 
infections; hence we have established 
and trained teams that will be responsi-
ble for the follow-up and management 
of patients under home isolation. 

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 
program indicates free access to 
health care services for all registered 
members in government facilities. If a 
UHC registered member gets infected 
with Covid-19, are they entitled to free 
treatment at the isolation facilities?

It is worth-noting that despite the end 
of phase one UHC pilot period that 
guaranteed free health care services 

to all registered members, the County 
Government of Nyeri has continued 
with the same. The Covid-19 patients 
who are registered for UHC will bene-
fi t from the same.

As for the Covid-19 recoveries being 
discharged from the isolation facilities, 
what is being done by the department 
to ensure a smooth reintegration to 
the community in an eff ort to avert 
stigma?

Currently, there is a lot of stigma on 
the Covid-19 disease. The department 
in partnership with the community and 
opinion leaders has made tremendous 
eff orts towards addressing the same 
through sensitization forums with the 
area assistant chiefs, community health 
volunteers, Nyumba Kumi and other 
community gate keepers. We also 
believe that religious institutions will 
further provide platforms to sensitize 
create awareness and address stigma 
and related issues.

Dr. Muriu on Nyeri’s measures 
towards Covid-19 pandemic

BELOW: Nyeri Health Services director Dr. Nelson Muriu 
who is also a member of the the County Covid-19 
secretariat that provides technical support to the multi-dis-
ciplinary committee.
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How many Nyerians have tested posi-
tive so far and what measures are you 
taking to ensure reduction of infection 
rates in the county?

To date, the county has reported 12 
Covid-19 confirmed cases, 11 of which 
were asymptomatic. 225 contacts have 
been traced from the 12 cases. We are 
implementing various preventive and 
promotive health strategies aimed at 
minimizing spread. These include; 
aggressive advocacy and social mobi-
lization campaigns on wearing of face 
masks, hand washing and social-dis-
tancing; bulk SMS messaging to all 
UHC registered members; commu-
nity sensitization through community 
leaders, radio-talks through Rware-FM, 
contact tracing of all Covid-19 cases, 
heightened public health surveillance, 
targeted testing of high-risk groups, 
inspection and licensing of hotels and 
eateries among others. The county is 
also working with the national govern-
ment towards installation of Covid-19 
testing equipment at the Nyeri County 
Referral Hospital. This will improve 
access to testing and enhance patient 
management and contact tracing.

Is there any scheduled mass testing in 
Nyeri? Kindly also illuminate on the 
preventive measures you have taken to 
ensure medical staff is not infected by 
the virus in their line of duty.

Our focus is on targeted testing based 
on risk-profiling mostly among the 

front-line health care workers, re-
mandees, convicted criminals and 
suspected Covid-19 patients. Our health 
care workers  are well trained and have 
been receiving continuous updates on 
Covid-19. They have also been provid-
ed with appropriate Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPEs) to minimize risk of 
Covid-19 infection.

Tell us about the long-term prepared-
ness of your directorate on this disease.

The long term plan is to finalize the 
state-of-the-art Mt. Kenya hospital iso-
lation unit as well increase critical care 
capacity for Covid-19 patients across 
the county hospitals. The Ministry of 
Health (MoH) is partnering with the 
county in improving the infrastructure 
at Mukurwe-ini hospital to meet the de-
mands of managing moderate to severe 
Covid-19 cases.

Being the department which plays a 
core mandate in mitigating Covid-19, 
what are some of the challenges you are 
facing?

Some of our key challenges in this fight 
are: lack of a county/regional Covid-19 
testing facility, inadequate sample 
collection kits to do mass testing, high 
turn around time for samples submitted 
to government certified laboratories 
in Nairobi, high demand for personal 
protective equipment, stigma to both 
patients and their contacts and poor 
adherence to government guidelines 

on Covid-19 prevention by the general 
public.

Is it possible you share with us your 
personal experience in fighting this new 
disease compared to other diseases 
which you have faced in the past in the 
line of duty?

Covid-19 disease has come with both 
challenges and opportunities to our 
health system depending on how you 
look at it. First and foremost is the 
increased demand for personal protec-
tive equipment, medical and laboratory 
equipment and the need for additional 
infrastructure and staff for isolation 
and quarantine units which is currently 
overstretching the budget but overall 
strengthening the health system. The 
stigma associated with the disease will 
have both short and long-term ram-
ifications to both the patient and the 
care-takers. Some of the effects is the 
40% reduction in both outpatient and 
inpatient attendance being witnessed 
across our hospitals and is partly asso-
ciated with fear of Covid-19 infection. 
This will definitely affect the outcome 
of some of our patients suffering from 
chronic diseases. However, we have 
also witnessed a reduction in the inci-
dence of both respiratory tract infec-
tions and diarrhoea which is attributed 
to the high-impact public health inter-
ventions of hand washing and wearing 
of masks which is a good thing.

Dr. Nelson Muriu (centre) with Health Chief Officer Newton Wambugu (next to him) during a boardroom meeting.
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Nyeri County Bills signed into law

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
has signed into law two bills 
presented by the County 

Assembly of Nyeri. The bills which 
include ‘The Nyeri Covid-19 and 
Highly Infectious Disease Response 
Bill, 2020’ and ‘The Nyeri County 
Appropriations Bill, 2020’ will guide 
the county government in responding 
to outbreaks of infectious diseases and 
expenditure of the 2020/2021 fi nancial 
year budget respectively.
The governor while assenting the bills 
thanked the two committees for timely 
presentation and for collaborating with 
the executive in the drafting of the bill. 
He congratulated the health commit-
tee for being the fi rst in the country to 
come up with such a bill and said it 
will not only give directions on how 

to deal with the current pandemic, but 
also any future outbreaks of infectious 
diseases.
The Covid-19 and Highly Infectious 
Diseases Response Bill gives the 
governor power to hire temporary staff  
when the need arises. It also helps the 
county to be more coordinated in its 
response to pandemics.
This fi nancial year’s Appropriation 
Bill totals Ksh. 7.5 billion, with the 
Department of Transport, Public 
works, Infrastructure and Energy 
bagging Ksh. 856 million, Department 
of Health Services -Ksh. 361 million, 
Department of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Fisheries -Ksh.352 million and 
Department of Lands, Housing, Physi-
cal planning -Ksh. 342 million.
The governor called on the senate to 

uphold the contested third genera-
tion revenue sharing formula which 
seeks to allocate money to counties 
based on population size but not land 
mass, words reiterated by speaker of 
the County Assembly of Nyeri Hon. 
John Kaguchia. He said if the formula 
should be upheld, Nyeri is set to gain 
Ksh. 400 million which will help in 
operationalization of services at the 
grassroots level.

“I want to thank the two committees for timely presentation and for collaborating with the exec-
utive in the drafting of the bill. I also wish to congratulate the health committee for being the fi rst 
in the country to come up with such a bill which will not only give directions on how to deal with 
the current pandemic, but also any future outbreaks of infectious diseases. I call on the senate to 
uphold the contested third generation revenue sharing formula which seeks to allocate money to 

counties based on population size but not land mass.” 

Governor’s byte

H.E Mutahi Kahiga during the signing of two bills after being presented by the County Assembly of Nyeri. Standing from left; Hon. Wanjira wa Mabati, Hon. Gatheru Wa Maai, Budget 
and Appropriations Committee Chair Hon. Gibson Wahinya, County Assembly Majority Leader Hon. James Kanyugo, Speaker John Kaguchia and Finance CEC Robert Thuo. BELOW: 
Governor and Speaker exchanging the signed copies of the bills.

>>>The Nyeri Covid-19 and Highly Infectious Disease Response Bill, 2020 will guide the county government in responding to outbreaks of 
infectious diseases. This fi nancial year’s Appropriation Bill totals Ksh. 7.5 billion,
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CAS Tuimor leads team in inpection of 
Nyeri water projects
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was 
delighted to host a team from the Min-
istry of Water, Sanitation and Irrigation 
led by the Chief Administrative Secre-
tary (CAS), Dr. Andrew Tuimur CBS, 
and the National Water Harvesting & 
Storage Authority (NWHSA) team led 
by chairman Erick Okeyo who paid 
him a courtesy call in his office.
They deliberated on matters pertain-
ing to water projects in particular 
boreholes that have been drilled in the 
county in the financial year 2018/19 
and 2019/20.
The CAS lauded the governor for the 
commendable work being done in 
ensuring Nyeri residents have access 
to clean water and for Nyeri county 
topping in water service provision 
through Nyeri Water and Sewerage 
Company (NYEWASCO).
Officers from the county government 
thereafter joined national government 
officials during the inspection of water 
projects in the county led by Water & 
Irrigation CEC Fredrick Kinyua.
The county government contracted 
National Water Harvesting & Storage 
Authority to drill 22 boreholes in the 
FY 2018/2019 & 2019/2020.

The team visited three of the bore-
holes; Kienjero borehole in Kieni 
West sub-county, which is complete 
and serves 150 households. Naru-
moro township borehole in Kieni East 
sub-county which is being drilled and 
test pumping is currently ongoing. The 
borehole will serve 200 households 
once complete. Mureru borehole in 
Kieni East sub-county which is com-
plete and servicing 200 households.

A group photo of national officers from the Ministry of Water together led by CAS Dr. Andrew Tuimur (second left) with Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (centre). BELOW: Mureru water 
project which has been fitted with solar system to ensure regular water supply. Looking on (third right) is NWHSA chairman Erick Okeyo. 
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As the Covid-19 pan-
demic continues to 
wage horror and fear 

among many Kenyans, two 
youth groups from Mathira 
and Nyeri Town constituen-
cies have hopped aboard the 
list of donors and well-wish-
ers aiding the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri in the fi ght 
against the pandemic.
Led by Chief of Party, Ken-
ya Youth Employment and 
Skills (K-YES) Programme 
Joyce Wafula, the youth 
groups donated 10, 000 litres 
of liquid soap and 30 thermo 
guns to the county govern-
ment through H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga.

The soap will be positioned 
in strategic points with high 
human traffi  c and the thermo 
guns will strengthen the 
county’s capacity to screen 
at all the entry points.
The governor thanked 
USAID for facilitating the 
youth to manufacture the 
soap through the K-YES 
programme.
He noted that the dona-
tions will go a long way in 
preventing the spread of the 
virus, especially now that the 
cessation of movement ban 
has been lifted and the coun-
ty expected to see movement 
of the human traffi  c. Nyeri 
has since the onset of the 

pandemic screened in excess 
of 800, 000 passengers.
While receiving the dona-
tions, Governor Kahiga re-
iterated that the fi ght against 
the pandemic is not a one- 
entity show and appreciated 
the youth for heeding his call 
for all to join in the fi ght in 
the Nyeri spirit of standing 
with one another.
The eff orts made by the 
county in keeping the virus 
at bay were lauded by the 
Youth Bunge Forum pres-
ident, Steve Nderi, who 
assured that the youth will 
continue partnering with the 
county government to ensure 
this battle is won.

Nyeri youth groups aid in 
the fi ght against Covid-19

A group of Nyeri youth led by Youth Bunge Forum president Steve Nderi (centre) handing over liquid soap to 
H.E Mutahi Kahiga (right) and Gender CEC Esther Ndung’u (left). The soap will be positioned in strategic 
points with high human traffi  c and the thermo guns will strengthen the county’s capacity to screen at all the 
entry points of the county.
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Wamagana Health 
Center maternity 
gets a facelift

In a bid to improve maternity services with-
in Nyeri County, the World Bank under the 
Reproductive Maternal Newborn Child and 
Adolescent Health (RMNCAH) Program 
has funded a facelift of Wamagana Health 
Centre maternity into an ultra-modern 
amenity. The project was funded alongside 
Narumoru Health Centre in partnership 
with the County Government of Nyeri.
The maternity which is now fully opera-
tional is fully equipped with three beds at 
the post natal room, admission room, sluice 
room, a sanitation block, labour ward and a 
kitchen. State of the art equipment has been 
installed which include an oxygenator, a 
baby cot, a resuscitator, a delivery bed and 
an examination couch at the admission 
room. In addition, the new mothers are pro-
vided with a balanced diet once admitted 
up to the time of their discharge.
As part of the facility initiative, mothers in 
their third trimester who visit the facility for 
antenatal clinic are taken on a facility tour 
to familiarize them with the new environ-
ment which is more conducive compared 
to the previous one.
The nursing offi  cer in charge of the facility, 
Mary Ndegwa noted that the facility has re-
corded an increase in the number of moth-
ers delivering at the facility ever since the 
refurbishment. She thanked the leadership 
of Nyeri and their receptiveness to collabo-
rate with various partners in ensuring better 
service delivery to all Nyerians.

Nyeri residents laud 
governor for exemplary 
development record

Nyeri residents have come 
out to appreciate the ser-
vices being rendered by the 

County Government of Nyeri under 
the stewardship of H.E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga. 
The residents through a representa-
tive Mr. Wachira Kahindi (pictured)
expressed their satisfaction and grat-
itude to the governor Kahiga-led 
administration for the visible works 
going on in every corner of the 
county, noting that this is the time 
Nyeri residents are enjoying the ful-
ly-fl edged benefi ts of devolution for 
the fi rst time in almost a decade.
Mr. Wachira cited that the transport 
sector has been transformed through 
upgrading of feeder roads through 
grading, murramming and in some 
cases tarmacking, expansion of 
parking spaces and recarpeting of 
roads within Nyeri town, construc-
tion of drainages, cabro paving of 
sidewalks and markets and con-
struction of the ultra-modern Nyeri 
Town Bus Termini at the Asian 
Quarters. This he said, has not only 
opened up remote areas but also en-
abled farmers to access markets for 
their produce.
The residents also remarked at how 
the status of Nyeri hospitals have 
improved both in service delivery 
and structural development. Nyeri 
leads in health services provision in 
the entire Mt. Kenya region and thus 
an infl ux of patients from surround-
ing counties prompted the county 
government to construct a Level IV 
Hospital in Naromoru town through 
a conditional grant courtesy of the 
World Bank. Once complete, the 
hospital will benefi t Kieni residents 
and relieve congestion at Nyeri Re-
ferral Hospital. Worth noting is that 

Nyeri is one of 

the 12 counties that have met the 
300- bed capacity directive issued 
by president H.E Uhuru Kenyatta in 
preparation for fi ghting Covid-19.
The education sector has not been 
left behind as the county has been 
issuing bursaries and full scholar-
ships to needy students annually. 
Since inception of Kahiga’s govern-
ment two years ago, 120 bright but 
needy students have been off ered 
full scholarship and thousands ben-
efi tted from annual bursaries.
“We are proud of these tremendous 
accomplishments Nyeri has made 
and we can’t thank you enough for 
advocating for and exercising ser-
vant leadership. We are confi dent 
that such kind of leadership will take 
us to greater heights as Nyeri peo-
ple,” added Mr. Wachira.
He was speaking during the hand-
ing in of donations to the governor 
meant to feed the vulnerable fami-
lies in the county who have been 
adversely aff ected by the econom-
ic-ravaging pandemic.

9

By Muthoni Kanja

By Jackline Gikunju

 PHOTO | MUTHONI KANJA

 PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA



Roofi ng of the Narumoru Level IV 
Hospital in Kieni East sub-county 
almost complete. 
The fl agship project being con-
structed by the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri in partnership with 
the World Bank under the Kenya 
Devolution Support Program 
(KDSP) is set to be completed  by 
the end of this year.
The hospital is aimed at serving 
the larger Kieni constituency that 
accounts for over 52% of Nyeri 
County and is not served by such a 
medical facility.

Photo | Njambi Mugo

NYEWASCO retains top position 

Th e 
County 
Govern-

ment of Nyeri 
under the lead-
ership of H. E 
Governor Mu-
tahi Kahiga has 
lauded Nyeri 
Water and San-
itation Com-
pany Limited 
( N Y E WA S -
CO) for the 
exemplary performance as exhibited 
in the IMPACT: A performance report 
of Kenya water services sector in the 
fi nancial year 2018/19.
NYEWASCO, which is under the 
Department of Water, but is managed 
autonomously, has been ranked as the 
best Water Service Provider in the re-
cent Water Services Awards.
The County Government of Nyeri 
leadership congratulated the compa-

ny for its stellar performance having 
scooped the top position for the past 
12 years in a row.
Further, the county’s leadership ap-
plauded the company for its wins in 
the categories of Top Utility in the Very 
Large Category, Top Utility in Tana 
Region and Top Utility in Non-Reve-
nue Water Management.
This is no mean fete, which has only 
been achieved through commitment 

and hard work from the members of  
staff , stakeholders and esteemed cus-
tomers.

Photo of the 
week

From left; NYEWASCO MD Peter Gichaga, board 
chairman Patrick Karinga and H.E Mutahi Kahiga in a 
past event. The Governor has lauded NYEWASCO for the 
exemplary performance as exhibited in the report of Kenya 
water services sector in the fi nancial year 2018/19.
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>>>The company has scooped the top position for the past 12 years in a row because of its stellar performance.
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Mukurwe-ini, Kieni East, Kie-
ni West farmers benefi t from 
KCSAP funds

The County Govern-
ment of Nyeri in collab-
oration with the Kenya 

Climate Smart Agriculture 
Project (KCSAP) through 
the Department of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Fisheries 
checked on the progress of 
the renovation and upgrading 
of Thiha Sagana Irrigation 
Scheme in Mukurweini-ini 
sub-county, desilting and con-
struction of Kiiria dam in 
Kieni West sub-county and 
desilting and rehabilitation 
of Lusoi Earth Dam in Kie-
ni East sub-county.
The projects are aimed at pro-
viding water for domestic use 
and irrigation to the residents 
hence boosting food produc-
tion in the county. Kieni and 
Mukurweini are Nyeri’s ma-

jor food basket and a boost in 
this sector will render the en-
tire county food-secure.
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahi-
ga assured that he will work 
tirelessly in ensuring that 
all the projects are done to 
completion. He then issued 
cheques to various organized 
farmers’ groups from all these 
sub-counties courtesy the 
KCSAP project. This is mon-
ey which will boost projects 
undertaken by the individual 

farmers groups in dairy 
farming, irish 

po ta -
to, beans 
and indigenous 
poultry value chains.
Kieni MP Hon. Kanini Kega  
lauded the county govern-

ment’s synergy in ensuring 
farmers from Kieni have ade-
quate water for irrigation and 
subsequently boosting food 
production in the area. He 
also urged the residents to em-
brace agriculture as it is one of 
the most lucrative ventures in 
the county.

Aid for 
Mathira-
West fi re 
tragedy 
victims

Offi  cers from the De-
partment of Gender, 
Youth and Social Ser-
vices visited the fam-
ily of David Karoko 
which was aff ected by 
a fi re tragedy at Gith-
ambo village, Kirim-
ukuyu Ward.
The fi re whose source 
remains unknown 
robbed the family their 
dwelling unit and oth-
er properties. Nothing 
was salvaged from the 
house but no casualties 
were reported.
In aid of this family, 
the department donat-
ed building materials 
to help in rebuilding 
their home.
The department is 
committed towards 
responding to various 
social cases across the 
county and off ering 
necessary support to 
the victims. We have 
social welfare offi  c-
es located in every 
sub-county for effi  -
cient reach out. We 
also have a fi re brigade 
that operates around 
the clock to ensure 
timely response to dis-
tress calls.

sub-county, desilting and con-
struction of Kiiria dam in 
Kieni West sub-county and 
desilting and rehabilitation 
of Lusoi Earth Dam in Kie-

The projects are aimed at pro-
viding water for domestic use 
and irrigation to the residents 
hence boosting food produc-
tion in the county. Kieni and 
Mukurweini are Nyeri’s ma-

KCSAP project. This is mon-
ey which will boost projects 
undertaken by the individual 

farmers groups in dairy 
farming, irish 

po ta -
to, beans 
and indigenous 
poultry value chains.
Kieni MP Hon. Kanini Kega  
lauded the county govern-

H. E Mutahi Kahiga (second left) and Agriculture CEC James Wachihi (left) presenting a dummy cheque of Ksh. 7.6 million to offi  cials of Thiha 
Sagana Irrigation Scheme, Mukurwe-ini. INSET: Kieni MP Kanini Kega speaking during the desilting of  Lusoi Earth Dam in his Kieni 
consituency.
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NACADA CEO visits 
Nyeri
H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga met with a team from NACADA led 
by CEO, Victor Okiama, to discuss their partnership with the county 
government in the setting up of Ihururu Rehabilitation Centre in Tetu 
sub-county.
Mr. Okiama reaffi  rmed NACADA’s commitment to the partnership and 
pledged to work together with the county government in rehabilitation 
and empowerment of people addicted to alcohol and substance abuse.
He also noted that NACADA will partner with the county government 
in skills training of persons undergoing rehabilitation, creation of a 
helpline service, enforcement and creation of outreach programmes 
through media platforms.
Governor Kahiga thanked NACADA for its commitment and noted 
that programs will commence in line with Covid-19 rules once the 
county government equips the centre. He also urged the team to focus 
on prevention campaigns against alcohol and substance abuse.
The governor called for commitment towards making Ihururu Rehabili-
tation Centre a rehabilitation centre for the region.

The County Government of Nyeri, through the Department of 
Lands, Housing, Physical Planning and Urbanization held a follow 
up meeting with a team from the Ministry of ICT at the Municipal 
Yard offi  ces. This comes after the Nyeri Governor H.E. Mutahi 
Kahiga deliberated on the preliminary meeting with Cabinet Sec-
retary ICT Joe Mucheru. The team deliberated mainly on putting 
up a 50 capacity ICT centre at the ongoing Nyeri Bus Termini. The 
hub is set to accommodate an internet server room, a working offi  ce 
and several hotspot points dispersed around the termini. The offi  ces 
will occupy the fi rst and ground levels with the latter being set aside 
especially to serve Persons with Disabilities (PWDs).

In brief:

H. E Mutahi Kahiga and NACADA CEO Victor Okiama during a courtesy call at governor’s offi  ce. Mr. 
Okiama reaffi  rmed NACADA’s commitment to the partnership and pledged to work together with the county 
government in rehabilitation and empowerment of people addicted to alcohol and substance abuse.
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Ten local ICT graduates have been hired by an 
American company which is planning to set up 
an ICT hub in Nyeri County.
Griffi  n Solutions Group is planning to open an 
offi  ce and set up an ICT company in Nyeri as 
an extension of their very successful mother 
company Griffi  n Solutions Group LLC. The 10 
ICT graduates drawn from the county, mostly 
from Dedan Kimathi University of Technology 
(DeKUT) are assisting them in the initial work 
while working remotely as they plan to scale 
up after Covid -19. The company is seeking 
to instill skills in the graduates to enable them 
make a decent living without having to move to 
the city.
The Economic Advisor to the Nyeri Governor, 
Ndirangu Gachunia has guided the team and 
expressed his commitment in ensuring that the 
investors have a conducive environment while 
working in Nyeri. “I fi rmly believe in the vision 
of transforming Nyeri County and the Mt. Ken-
ya Regional Bloc using technology to create 
jobs and serve the world from here. I want to 
personally off er to help create the needed physi-
cal infrastructure to both software development 
and BPO,” said Gachunia.
As part of the County Government of Nyeri’s 
mandate to attract investors and create jobs for 
the youth, this is a great opportunity to fulfi ll 
the mandate and steer the county towards eco-
nomic success while curbing youth unemploy-
ment in the county.
The ICT company based in Atlanta, Georgia, 
USA led by team leader Dan Hoover hired the 
youth as a follow-up initiative after consultative 
meetings with the H.E Governor Mutahi Ka-
higa from November, last year. They promised 
the governor that they will establish a software 
development company that can work on site 
and remotely to serve a wider African market 
and further. The focus will be on quality job 
opportunities for the youth in the ICT sector.
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USA company 
employs local 
youths for ICT 
jpobs
By Joseph Wambugu



Ongoing Kienjero borehole water project in Mugunda ward, Kieni West 
sub-county. The borehole has been fitted with solar system to ensure 
regular water supply to the area residents.

Newly constructed workshop at Watuka Youth Vocational Training Cen-
ter in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West sub-county.

Fencing of Kiawara Open Air Market by use of chain link almost com-
plete. This is in Mugunda ward, Kieni West sub-county.

The new face of Wamagana Health Center maternity in Wamagana 
ward, Tetu sub-county.

The recently drilled Lachuta borehole water project has been installed 
with solar power to ensure regular water supply to the area residents. 
This is in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West sub-county. 

Progress in the construction of Gitunduti ECDE classrooms in Magu-
tu ward, Mathira East sub-county.
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The Nyeri Bus Termini is 
undergoing coating works, 
with red oxide being applied 
in the stall units. 

This project is funded by 
the World Bank, in joint 
partnership with the Kenya 
Urban Support Programme 
(KUSP) and the Nyeri 
Municipal Board.

The process of desilting Kiiria Dam has started.  The water project being 
done jointly by the County Government of Nyeri and the World Bank through 
KCSAP is in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West sub-county. Two masonry tanks are 
also being constructed to ensure regular supply of water to locals.

Embaringo masonry tank in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni West 
sub-county is almost complete. This will boost water supply in the 
area. 

Pipes of the ongoing Kiahuria Water Project in Gatarakwa ward, Kieni 
West sub-county. The pipes purchased by the County Government of 
Nyeri will ensure expansion of project to ensure  provision of clean 
piped water.

Ongoing desilting and rehabilitation of Lusoi Earth Dam in Thegu River 
Ward, Kieni East sub-county. The dam whose completion is expected 
to be realised by December this year is set to benefit 539 homesteads by 
providing water for irrigation and domestic purposes.
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Hand-packing underway in the access road near The Kenya National Library to 
NYEWASCO awaiting primal works.

Recently upgraded Muthua-ini Factory access road in 
Kamakwa/Mukaro ward, Nyeri Central sub-county.

Upgrading of Kibira road, Wathituga Craft and Mihunyo 
road in Gakàwa ward, Kieni East sub-county in progress.

Recently upgraded New City  Center - Githaiga 
road in Mugunda ward, Kieni West sub-county.

Recently rehabilitated Juakali Estate in Kiawara, 
Rware ward in Nyeri Central sub-county.

Ongoing upgrading of the road from 
Gikororo primary to Gikororo PCEA road 
in Iria-ini ward, Mathira East sub-county.

Transport Chief Officer Eng. Julius Ringera (left) and Nyeri Central sub-county Ad-
ministrator Nelson Mbekenya (right) inspect the ongoing drainage works in order to 
drain flooded land at Githoithiro, Gatitu / Muruguru ward Nyeri Central sub-county. 
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Ongoing rehabilitation of Githunguri-Njanjara road in Chinga 
ward, Othaya sub-county. Murraming will commence soon.

Recently upgraded Kwa Wanja - Kanyai road in 
Endarasha/Mwiyogo ward, Kieni West sub-coun-
ty.

Ongoing roads 
upgrade program 
in Gitundu 
sub-locations 
in Iria-ini 
ward, Othaya 
sub-county. Some 
of roads already 
upgraded Wakai-
gi-Gitundu road, 
Mbiri-gichiche 
road, Gitun-
du-Gikira and 
Grogon roads.

The newly installed street lights in Kamune 
area, Endarasha/Mwiyogo ward in Kieni West 
sub-county.

Newly installed streetlights in New City 
Center in Mugunda ward, Kieni West 
sub-county.

Recently murramed Kangemi road in Rware ward, Nyeri Central sub-county. 
Culverts were also installed.
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