
Governor launches 
Covid-19 Food 
Program

Governor 
hosts Health 
CS Hon. Mu-
tahi Kagwe
H.E Mutahi Kahiga host-
ed Health CS Hon. Mutahi 
Kagwe who appreciated the 
great work being done by 
the County Government of 
Nyeri in an eff ort to fi ght the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Governor 
Kahiga thanked the national 
government for its continued 
support noting that the county 
government will continue to 
work seamlessly in a bid to 
fi nd lasting solutions in com-
bating the Covid-19 pandemic 
by establishing the required 
300 bed capacity.

Story on page 3

As the country continues to grapple with the eff ects of Covid-19 pandemic, many 
Kenyans, Nyeri included, have been left exposed with very limited means of gener-
ating income and supporting their livelihoods. Following this, H.E Governor Muta-

hi Kahiga has offi  cially launched the Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Food Program, which is 
set to cushion over 10,000 needy families.
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Program

Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga distributing food to one of the benefi ciaries at Kakuret area, Thegu River 
ward, Nyeri County.

By governor’s press team
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Nyeri Covid-19 Emergency Food Pro-
gram launched

The program will focus on fami-
lies that have lost their sources of 
livelihood following the pandemic 
including small scale traders, the 
elderly, People Living with Disabili-
ties (PWDs) and vulnerable families 
within the County.
The names of those who have been 
singled out as benefi ciaries of the 
program has been arrived at through a 
meticulous process that involved the 
national government system that runs 
down from the county level all the 
way to the village level.
The food security committee, which 
has been receiving both cash and kind 
donations on behalf of the Nyeri peo-
ple, has worked closely with diff erent 
offi  cials to ensure anyone adversely 
aff ected by the pandemic has been 
included in the list of benefi ciaries. 
Further, more benefi ciaries have been 
identifi ed through various associations.
The program has been rolled out in 
phases beginning with Nyeri Central 
sub-county and subsequently to the 
other sub-counties in the following 
weeks. The benefi ciaries will each re-

ceive a package of assorted foodstuff s.
Governor Kahiga added that the cash 
donations will be handed out in terms 
of vouchers. Identifi ed local super-
markets will generate vouchers to be 
issued to selected benefi ciaries for re-
demption. Once redeemed, the super-
markets shall report to the committee 
for accounting purposes.
In each ward, the exercise shall be 
carried out by a ward committee that 
will include; the ward administrator, 
the area MCA, a public health offi  cer 
and the assistant county commissioner 
or their representative.
Each ward has identifi ed the most 
central place for their benefi ciaries 
to receive the food support package. 
Where it is possible to reach out to 
people closer to their homes, the eff ort 
shall be made.
The distribution exercise will at all 
times be carried out in compliance 
with the directives given by the Minis-
try of Health and in such a manner that 
seeks to curb the spread of Covid-19 
virus.
While distributing food to over 300 

needy families in Kakuret area, Thegu 
River ward in Kieni East sub-coun-
ty, the governor said that the county 
government is focusing mostly on the 
needy families as a way of cushioning 
them against Covid-19 pandemic.
He at the same time reminded the area 
residents to remain vigilant and follow 
the laid down government’s directives 
to curb the further spread of Coronavi-
rus disease.
Food distribution has been ongoing in 
all the 30 wards in the county.
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H.E Mutahi Kahiga speaking to Kakuret residents in Thegu River ward, Nyeri County before distributing food to needy families. The govermor 
said the benefi ciaries will each receive a package of assorted foodstuff s. He also added that the cash donations will be handed out in terms of 
vouchers. 

2

PHOTO| PETER WANGARI



Governor hosts Health CS Hon. Mutahi 
Kagwe in Othaya

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga hosted national gov-
ernment leaders led by Health CS Hon. Mutahi 
Kagwe and his counterpart, ICT CS Joe Mucheru 

who visited KNH Othaya Annex.
Kagwe appreciated the great work being done by the Coun-
ty Government of Nyeri in an eff ort to fi ght the Covid-19 
pandemic. He recognized the good work being done by the 
healthcare workers, further adding that the national govern-
ment has adequately trained health care workers together 
with other 1,200 persons who work in diff erent cadres of 
the healthcare system.
The CS pledged that the Ministry of Health will continue 
working with the County Government of Nyeri to upgrade 
the county human resource and equipment capacity.
He also urged people to remain vigilant and change their 
lifestyles in a bid to control the high rate of Non-Communi-
cable Diseases (NCDs) amidst this pandemic which pose a 
great challenge to Nyeri County.
Kagwe further promised that the President H.E Uhuru Ken-
yatta will personally launch the hospital in the near future.
In addition, the National Assembly Health Committee 
chairperson Hon. Sabina Chege affi  rmed that the commit-
tee has allocated Ksh. 150 million which will go towards 
construction of facilities such as kitchen and laundry at the 
level 6 hospital. The facility in phase two needs a mortuary 
and radiology unit.
Governor Kahiga thanked the national government for its 
continued support adding that the county government will 
continue to work seamlessly in a bid to fi nd lasting solu-
tions in combating the Covid-19 pandemic by establishing 
the required 300 bed capacity. He appealed to the national 

government team to work towards upgrading the hospital to 
a fully-fl edged teaching and referral hospital.
CS Mucheru promised to connect all hospitals with fi bre 
cable to ease data management.
AMREF led by the CEO Dr. Githinji Gitahi donated 35 
beds and mattresses, three patient monitors, 1,000 cartons 
of sanitizers, 4,000 PPEs and a bulk supply of oxygen in a 
bid to operationalize the seven ICU beds.
In addition, the Rockefeller Foundation led by the CEO 
William Asiko, pledged to set up an oxygen plant at the 
hospital.

By Njambi Mugo
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ABOVE: Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
with Health CS Hon. Mutahi Kagwe 
(right) at KNH Othaya Annex hospital. 
At the centre is Nyeri Women Rep Hon. 
Rahab Mukami. LEFT: H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga chats with ICT CS Joe Mucheru 
during the event.

“
Governor Kahiga thanked the 
national government for its 
continued support adding that 
the county government will 
continue to work seamlessly in 
a bid to fi nd lasting solutions 
in combating the Covid-19 
pandemic by establishing the 
required 300-bed capacity.”
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H. E Governor Mutahi Kahiga, met 
with Giakairu small scale traders from 
Karatina ward, Mathira East sub-coun-
ty, to discuss the way forward, follow-
ing the demolition of their stalls earlier 
this month. 
Governor Kahiga promised to fi nd land 

to relocate the traders immediately. 
This is in a bid to ensure that the 87 
traders resume their normal businesses 
and means of economic sustenance 
amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The governor also added that mem-
bers of the group adversely aff ected 

by the loss of their businesses will be 
considered during the food distribution 
program in Mathira East sub-county. 

By Njambi Mugo

Governor meets with Giakairu traders

As part of fulfi lling its mandate of ensuring the social 
welfare of Nyeri citizenry, the department of Gen-
der, Youth and Social services offi  cers visited three 
families aff ected by disasters where they donated 
building materials. The fi rst visit was to two families 
in Gichira village, Aguthi-Gaaki ward. One of the 
families was aff ected by a mudslide while the other 
was aff ected by a fi re tragedy that occurred recently, 
suspected to have been caused by electrical fault. The 
last visit was to a family in Kagongo village, Gakawa 
ward. The department donated building materials 
in addition to the governor’s cash donation which 
he accorded the family immediately he received the 
incidence report. 

Donations to disaster 
victims 
By Dynah Mwangi
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H.E Mutahi Kahiga speaking with Giakaru traders outside his offi  ce in Nyeri town. Governor Kahiga promised to fi nd land to relocate the traders 
immediately. 
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Partnership with 
Institute for Global 
Change 
Offi  cers from the Institute for Global Change paid a courtesy call to H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga to deliberate over a partnership with Nyeri 
County. The county government will work together with the Institute in 
developing an action plan that will cushion the Nyeri community against 
adverse Covid-19 eff ects and for protection over the recovery period.
The Institute will help the county with strategies development among 
them; Covid-19 sensitization, resource mobilization, social protection 
response, public health response, service delivery mechanisms and struc-
tures among others.
The Institute was initiated by Tony Blair, the former prime minister 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to help leaders across the globe 
build strong crisis response systems. It has previously partnered with the 
County Government of Nyeri in laying strategies and sensitization for 
countering violent extremism. The County Government of Nyeri through the 

department of Lands, Housing, Physical Plan-
ning and Urbanization engaged in a meeting 
at Othaya to discuss the future planning of the 
town. Speaking at the meeting, area MP Hon. 
Gichuki Mugambi reiterated the importance 
of such fora lauding the eff orts taken by both 
the county and national government in ascer-
taining the planning of Othaya town and its 
wards is done in full effi  ciency. He added that 
the set measures would propel Othaya town 
and promote growth of amenities in the area 
such as the upgrade of Kenya Medical Training 
College (KMTC).

Development

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga was grateful 
to receive donations from Capwell Industries 
from Thika who contributed 550 bales of 
maize fl our worth Ksh.780, 000 to the Covid-19 
Emergency Fund. The donations will go 
towards feeding vulnerable and needy families 
adversely aff ected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The governor expressed his gratitude towards 
this noble gesture and gave an assurance that 
the donation will be used for the intended pur-
pose. He mentioned that it is a huge achieve-
ment to have the private sector joining in the 
fi ght against Covid-19 pandemic.

The team led by Head of Administration and 
Corporate Aff airs, Obadiah Gitiye, noted that 
Nyeri is among the 10 counties selected for 
donations during this pandemic. He added that 
the donations will go a long way in sustaining 
vulnerable families. 

By Dynah Mwangi

By Andrew Kariuki

Donations
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In brief

From left Health CEC Dr. Rachel Kamau, Iria-ini MCA 
Hon. John Theuri and H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
among others during a visit to Othaya District Hospital.

H. E Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga 
receiving a cheque 
donation from Jo-
sephine Wangechi. 
The donation will 
go towards cushion-
ing needy families 
affected by Covid-19 
pandemic.

H.E Mutahi Kahiga (right) when he hosted officers from the County Gov-
ernment of Bomet led by County Secretary Stella Langat (centre) and Bomet 
County CECM Alice Kirui (left).

Installation of state-of-
the-art incinerator

Bomet in bench-
marking tour in 
Nyeri on film hub

Following the completion of microwave and shredder 
housing project at the County Referral Hospital, the 
County Government of Nyeri through the department of 
Health has gone a step ahead to set up in place a state-
of-the-art incinerator. 
The equipment has a capacity of incinerating a capacity 
of up to 100 kilograms of waste per hour. This project is 
important in ensuring safe destruction of massive medi-
cal waste without posing environmental risks.

Officers from the County Government of Bomet had a 
benchmarking tour to the recently established film hub in 
Dedan Kimathi University of Technology (DeKUT) in a 

bid to learn from the institution and the County Government of 
Nyeri on the requisite steps in the setting up of a similar hub.
The team led by their County Secretary Stella Langat, paid a 
courtesy call to H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga before proceeding 
to DeKUT for the tour of the ultra-modern facility.
Governor Kahiga acknowledged the cordial relationship between 
Nyeri and Bomet, saying that it is only through such relationships 
that the devolved units can thrive. He noted that it is about time the 
society shifts from seeing film as a means of entertainment only to 
building careers through the creative industry. 
Establishment of film hubs in the country will not only serve to 
combat the ever spiking youth unemployment but also tell the sto-
ries of our Kenyan heroes such as Dedan Kimathi, Koitalel Arap 
Samoei and Wangari Maathai. 
The film hub will also empower students interested in matters of 
films and animations.

By Muthoni Kanja

By Jackline Gikunju
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Great progress in the construction 
of Kiamucheru ECDE classrooms 
in Magutu ward, Mathira East 
sub-county.

Gathogorero ECDE classes in Kirimukuyu ward, Mathira West sub-county complete. 

The newly constructed ablution block for Gitima-ini ECDE, Magutu ward, 
Mathira East sub-county.

The new status of Njathe-ini ECDE centre in Ruguru ward in 
Mathira West sub-county.
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The tarmacking 
of Addis Ababa 
road, Nyeri town 
is in progress. 
This is one 
of the access 
roads leading in 
and out of the 
new Nyeri Bus 
Termini in the 
town.

This project is 
being done in 
collaboration 
with the Kenya 
Urban Support 
Programme 
(KUSP) and the 
Nyeri Munici-
pality.

Ongoing upgrading of Ihwagi Shopping Centre in Iria-ini ward, Mathira East 
sub-county.

Newly installed high mast flood light at 
Royal signature behind Mweiga stadium, 
Mweiga ward in Kieni West.

Ongoing upgrading of Mununga-ini Shop-
ping Centre Road in Kamakwa ward, Nyeri 
Central sub-county.

Newly installed Chaka Brookside streetlights in Thegu 
River ward, Kieni East sub-county.

Ongoing upgrading of Express Star Hotel road to bitumen 
standard in Karatina town, Karatina ward. 
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Upgrading 
of Pembe 
Tatu and 
Chania 
Rwamba 
Uphill 
roads in 
Rware 
Ward 
near Nyeri 
Town 
almost 
complete.

Upgrading of Waka - PCEA Kanjuru road in Ruring’u ward, Nyeri Central 
sub-county in progress.

Ongoing upgrading of Kangiri road in Magutu ward, Mathira 
East sub-county.

Ongoing rehabilitation of Gwa Kahīa-igutha-Rwamara road in Kirimukuyu 
ward, Mathira East.

Ongoing upgrading of Gatei road in Magutu ward, Mathira East 
sub-county.

ISSUE 34 - PHOTOS | PETER MUBARI, ANDREW KARIUKI & SOURCE



H.E Muta-
hi Kahiga 
inspecting 
the ongo-
ing con-
struction of 
roads with-
in Asian 
Quarters 
in Nyeri 
town, 
Nyeri 
Central 
sub-coun-
ty.

Ongoing murraming aand compacting of Mūtìini-Kianjathī 
road Kianjogu in Kirimukuyu ward.

Drainage system already fixed along Classic - 
Ngangarithi -Muthaiga Estate road ahead of 
tarmacking soon. This is at Kamakwa ward 
near Nyeri town.

Recently installed street lights at Kiang’ondu 
shopping center in Mukurwe-ini Central 
ward, Mukurwe-ini sub-county.

Upgrading of Itara - Witemere road in Rware ward, 
Nyeri Central sub-county has commenced.

Upgrading of roads in Chinga ward, Othaya sub-county.
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