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The transport sector is very im-
portant for economic growth es-
pecially in an agricultural county 
like Nyeri. What steps has the 
department taken to improve this 
sector?

The department has been involved 
in capacity building by buying of 
new equipment such as lorries, 
graders and fuel tanks. Currently, 
we have nine lorries, fi ve graders, 
one fuel tank, two rollers, two 
excavators and one low loader 
which has helped in carrying out of 
daily activities. The department has 
fi ve road inspectors to check every 
phase of road construction across 
the county. Hiring of more road 
inspectors has ensured roads are 
effi  ciently supervised and complet-
ed in time. Acquisition of murram 
quarries has helped the department 
to acquire murram for rehabilitation 
of roads across the county. Finally, 
the department has been involved in 
decongesting the town by relocat-
ing the old bus park from the town 
center to the new bus termini at the 
Asian quarters.

What are some of the achieve-
ments the department has attained 
in the last two years?

The department has done a total of 
100 kilometers bitumen standard 

roads across the county. Bitumen 
is base of modern infrastructure 
and is used in paving roads.  We 
have opened new roads which were 
impassable and narrow for example 
Ihururu-Tetu road. We have expand-
ed parking spaces such as Mukur-
weini Bus Park. The department 
has been involved in rehabilitation 
of drainage systems, for example, 
Itara-Witemere drainage system in 
Nyeri town. The directorate of ener-
gy has been involved in installation 
of new streetlights and rehabilita-
tion of the old ones (Mulika Mwizi) 
for example Game Rock high mast 
and Kamukunji high mast. The total 
number of working high masts in 
the county is 61. In a bid to mini-
mize vandalism, the directorate has 
adopted safer methods of fi xing the 
lights, has conducted civic educa-
tion to the public on ways to use the 
streetlights and high masts and is 
working with security agencies to 
minimize vandalism.

What measures have been taken 
to improve roads, drainages, and 
bridges across the county mostly in 
major towns?

The department has bought graders 
for constant and eff ective mainte-
nance of roads across the county. 
The excavators 
are in good shape 
for eff ective and 
routine mainte-
nance of drainage 
systems. We have 
improved our 
maintenance and 
evaluation unit to 
report timely on 
vulnerable roads 
especially in 
Kieni sub-county.  
The availability 

of suffi  cient road inspectors in the 
department has helped in timely 
identifi cation of challenges during 
road construction. The recently 
bought fuel tanker has helped in 
fuel supply to county machinery on 
the ground. Good working relation-
ship with the MCAs has helped us 
to identify areas in which bridg-
es are required and the ones that 
require maintenance. This relation-
ship between the MCAs and the 
local community has also helped us 
in minimizing cases of vandalism of 
the bridges.

In the near future, what new ways 
is the department planning to en-
hance infrastructural development 
across the county?

The department is planning to up-
grade most roads across the coun-
ty to bitumen standard. This will 
greatly improve the road network 
in Nyeri County. The department 
is also planning to construct 223 
new roads across all 30 wards in the 
ward specifi c roads program for the 
fi nancial year 2019/2020. The de-
partment is also planning to change 
from steel structures construction of 
foot bridges to reinforced concrete 
foot bridges which are more dura-
ble.
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Maragima Bridge in Thegu River Ward, Kieni East sub-county.



There have been cases of some 
streetlights not functioning and 
vandalism of the streetlights. What 
response measures have been put 
in place to rectify faulty streetlights 
and high masts across the county?

Through civic education to the 
public on matters pertaining faulty 
streetlights and partnering with 
security agencies to ensure that 
vandalism of streetlights and high 
masts does not take place. The 
procurement of a cherry picker 
(boom lift) has enabled effi  cient 
installation, repair and maintenance 
of streetlights across the county. 
The availability of call support 
center/offi  ce has made it easier to 
report on faulty streetlights and 
high masts. The availability of a 
well-functioning storage with all 

the necessary maintenance equip-
ment and accessories has boosted 
rapid response of faulty streetlights 
and high masts across the county.

The lighting projects initiated by 
your department are commend-
able. What new ways have been 
undertaken by the directorate of 
energy to improve and sustain 
streetlight development projects 
within the county?

The directorate of energy has been 
involved in installation of solar 
streetlights for example, streetlights 
in Chaka town and Rugi. These 
streetlights are effi  cient since they 
have helped the directorate to save 
money meant for electricity bills 
and redirected it to other aspects of 
development. Rolling out of solar 
streetlights or green energy has 
been successful in reducing vandal-
ism. 

Many Nyerians don’t know the dif-
ference between the County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri and the National 
Government roads, how can the 
sensitization of this be done?

The sensitization of this can be 
done through civic education to 
inform the public of the diff erence 
between County Government of 
Nyeri and National Government 
roads. Another way in which this 
can be clear to the public is through 
public participation with KENHA, 
KERRA and KURA together with 
the County Government of Nyeri. 
Labeling of roads by use of bill-
boards can also be another way 
in which the general public can 
diff erentiate the bodies responsible 
for the upgrading of diff erent roads 
across the county.
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Recarpeting of Gakere Road in Nyeri town.

Transport CEC Muthui Kariuki with H.E 
Governor Mutahi Kahiga and Karati-
na ward MCA Hon.Watson Weru (left) 
inspecting recarpeting of Karatina town 
last year.



Nyeri Coronavirus response team ready

County Government of Nyeri 
medical team is fully pre-
pared for the Coronavirus.

Already, 21 rooms have been set 
aside at Mt Kenya Hospital in case 
of such an emergency with a med-
ical team being on standby around 
the clock.
H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
confi rmed that the medical staff  
involved have been trained as part 
of preparedness. The County Gov-

ernment is liaising with the Depart-
ment of Health Services and the Na-
tional Government to ensure people 
are sensitized about COVID-19 
outbreak.
The Governor has since postponed 
the week-long bursary disburse-
ment event which was set to start on 
Monday 16th March, 2020.
He noted that arrangements will be 
made on how the cheques will be 
delivered to schools of the benefi -

ciaries on time.
He cautioned Nyerians to wash 
hands regularly, use sanitizers, 
avoid hand greetings and urged 
them to remain vigilant and report 
those who have landed in the coun-
try in the recent past for screening.
The County Government of Nyeri 
has also been involved in sensitiza-
tions programs to educate Nyerians 
on the COVID-19.

The Governor cautioned Nyerians to wash hands regularly, use sanitizers, avoid hand greetings and urged them 
to remain vigilant and report those who have landed in the country in the recent past for screening.

NYERI COUNTY CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID-19) UPDATES
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga testing the temperature of Protocol Offi  cer Francis Muiruri at Outspan Hospital. The hospital has also 
set aside its own isolation ward.



H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga held a media 
briefing on the state of county preparedness to 
combat any cases of Coronavirus in the county.

Speaking at the county headquarters in Nyeri town, 
the Governor revealed that the county has set aside Mt 
Kenya Hospital with a 21-bed capacity as the quaran-
tine and isolation facility.
In addition to the staff at the facility, the county has 
three personnel who are adequately trained to deal with 
the novel virus and who had previously been engaged 
in the fight against Ebola in Liberia.
The county has further procured hand sanitizers which 
will be positioned in markets, factories and tea col-
lection centers all over Nyeri. He called upon those 
willing to support the fight against Covid-19 to donate 
sanitizers to the Department of Social Services.
He called for immediate closure of all ECDE and 
TVET learning centres. He also mandated entertain-
ment joints, PSVs and Saccos to provide hand sanitiz-
ers to clients.
He urged Nyeri residents to quarantine and in the event 

of a suspected case to call 0717 001 649 / 080 073 216 
/ 0722 272 326 / 0758 563 121. He said that the county 
has an ambulance on standby to transport suspected 
patients to the hospital.
Information officers have also been dispatched to 
educate Nyerians on how to prevent themselves from 
#Covid19 or #Coronavirus.
Governor Kahiga reiterated the need for people to 
observe personal hygiene and avoid shaking hands in 
a bid to avoid transmission as well as observe social 
distance.

County Government of Nyeri beefs up 
Coronavirus preparedness
The county has three personnel who are adequately trained to deal with the novel virus and who had previously 
been engaged in the fight against Ebola in Liberia.
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga during a press conference outside his office. On his right are Chief of Staff Paul Wambugu and Water 
CEC Fredrick Kinyua. BELOW: One of the quarantine and isolation ward at Mt. Kenya Hospital.
  





Governor visits Mt. Kenya Hospital 
isolation ward

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahi-
ga was taken through a dry run 
exercise of how patients will be 

catered for at the isolation ward in Mt. 
Kenya Hospital, outskirts of Nyeri town.
The dry run is an important exercise since 
it is a rehearsal of a performance before 
the real one. It helps in real prepared-
ness of the medical staff . 21 beds have 
been set aside at the isolation ward to en-
sure the county is fully prepared for the 
COVID-19.
Governor Kahiga noted that the county is 
currently receiving medical supplies and 
disinfectants from Kenya Medical Sup-
plies Agency (KEMSA) and reiterated 
the deployment of staff  who previously 
served in Liberia during Ebola outbreak to 
mentor and provide technical assistance.
He also visited Outspan Hospital where 
the medical facility has also set up its own 
isolation ward.
Governor Kahiga met with the Depart-
ment of Health Services personnel who 
are undergoing training to further discuss 
with them on matters Coronavirus.
He urged them to take care of themselves 
and take precautionary measures in their 
working environments even as they are 
taking care of patients.
The Governor called upon Nyeri residents 
not to panic noting that the suspected case 
in Mukurwe-ini was a Malaria case.
He further asked for continuous sensitiza-
tion to the members of the public by the 
department including in the market places 
and matatu stages.

 21 beds have been set aside at the isolation ward to ensure the county is fully prepared for the COVID-19.
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga at Outspan Hospital. The hospital has also set 
aside its own isolation ward. BELOW: The Governor speaking with medical staff  
at Mt.Kenya Hospital over preparedness of Coronavirus. On the extreme right is 
Health Services CEC Dr. Rachel Kamau.
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Inspection of ongoing recarpeting along Gakere Road

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga paid a visit to Nyeri 
business operators, matatu operators and those who 
operate within Nyeri markets to check on their readi-
ness in terms of sanitization in light of the Coronavirus 
outbreak.
He applauded Nyeri people for their readiness noting 
that most have already equipped themselves with san-
itizers or with soap and water. He encouraged them to 
remain vigilant and to regularly wash their hands.

The Governor assured the people that his government 
will supply piped water within the markets and at 
Whispers Park. He also noted that more water points 
will be installed within the markets to ensure Nyeri 
residents frequently wash their hands while going 
about their businesses.

Nyeri County Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga inspected the ongoing recar-
peting and refurbishment of Gakere road, Nyeri town.
The recarpeting of roads within Nyeri town will further ease the movement 
of goods and people and minimize wear and tear of vehicles.
The Governor commended the workers for the good work they are carry-
ing out and urged them to observe sanitization in light of the Coronavirus 
outbreak.

Precautionary measures against corona-
virus 
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga advising Nyeri business operators on how to use hand sanitizing agents as part of Coronavirus pre-
vention.

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga inspecting the ongoing recarpeting of Gakere road, 
Nyeri town.



Enhancing food security in Nyeri County

H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga flagged off 80 
tonnes of potato seeds and 20 tonnes of beans 
to Nyeri farmers during this planting season to 

ensure food security in the county and to sustain food 
abundance.
80 tonnes of certified potato seeds were flagged to four 
wards in Kieni East and Kieni West sub-counties. 240 
farmers from Gatarakwa, Mugunda, Thegu and Gaka-
wa wards are expected to grow the potatoes in 85 acres 
of land. After three months, the farmers are expected 
to harvest about 640 tonnes. The potatoes are of Shan-
gi and Markies varieties from Netherlands which are 
highly productive.

The Governor also flagged off 20 tonnes of beans to 
Rugi and Mukurwe-ini Central wards in Mukurwe-ini 
sub-county. The certified seeds of Chelarang, Kat B1 
and Nyota varieties are highly productive and resis-
tance to diseases.
Governor Kahiga said this is part of Kenya Climate 
Agriculture Programme and urged farmers to liaise 
with agricultural extension officers to ensure productiv-
ity.
This is in line with the Jubilee Big Four Agenda of 
food security as the country continues fighting Corona-
virus pandemic.
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H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga flagging off 80 tonnes of potato seeds and 20 tonnes of beans outside Governor’s office, Nyeri town. 
Others are Agriculture CEC James Wachihi, Chief Officer Ruth Mwangi among other officers.








