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How does the county 
support businesses in 
terms of industrial-
ization and enterprise 
development?

One of the department’s strategic objectives is to 
enhance industrial and enterprise development and 
we have initiated programs and projects that seek to 
enhance and promote these. The department has sup-
ported and promoted cottage industries through spon-
soring them for exhibitions and trade fairs such as ASK 
Shows, SME Fest, Kenya Association of Manufactur-
ers Expo, Devolution conference and the most recent 
was the Central Kenya Trade fair.
The department has conducted capacity building on 
Intellectual Property Rights and Protection and worked 
closely with other stakeholders to build capacity and 
promote the SMEs and cottage industries in the county. 
On enterprise development, the county established the 
Nyeri County Enterprise Development Fund and an 
allocation of Ksh. 30 Million given. 21 applicants ben-
efitted in the first batch of the applications. The loans 
are performing well and the second batch is in the loan 
appraisal and business verification stage and disbursals 
will be done soon.

Consumer protection is the prerequisite to a good 
business environment. What is the department of 
trade doing to ensure there is fair trade and consumer 
protection in Nyeri?

The department promotes fair trade practices through 
various interventions - the major one being verification 
of weights and measuring equipment. In this pursuit, 
the department verified 13,989 equipment and issued 
2,350 certificates to those compliant. This was done in 
188 trading centres throughout the county. The depart-
ment presents its weights and measures standards for 

comparison at the National Metrology Laboratory in 
Nairobi annually.
The department conducts inspections and spot checks 
regularly to ensure compliance.

The department has embarked much on building new 
markets and also renovating others. What does this 
translate to the county?

Markets were previously managed by the Local Au-
thorities before devolution and by the time of devo-
lution they were in a sorry state. The department has 
been able to develop and refurbish a lot of markets and 

ablution blocks in Nyeri. This has improved the trad-
ing environment, extended traders’ working hours, 
improved sanitation, and improved market outlook 
thus; attracting more customers.

What are the main achievements of the directorate of 
tourism & culture?

On the instructions of H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga, 
the directorate embarked on mapping and documenta-
tion of heritage and tourism diversity in Nyeri County 
in collaboration with the National Museums of Kenya 
and the host communities culminating in a compre-
hensive documentation of key heritage and tourism 
resources. It focuses on important heritage sites in 
Nyeri County that are of natural, cultural, historical 
and aesthetic value to residents. About 30 sites were 
mapped and documented. 
The department has also developed the Dedan Kimathi 
Monument at Kahiga-ini in Tetu sub-county where 
Field Marshal Dedan Kimathi was shot and subse-
quently imprisoned and later hanged at Kamiti Maxi-
mum Prison. The 63rd commemoration of Kimathi will 
be held at Dedan Kimathi Memorial Secondary School 
on 18th February, 2020.

Trade, Tourism CEC Diana Kendi with Nyeri County Assembly 
speaker Hon. John Kaguchia after crowning Miss tourism Nyeri 
2019 at the county sponsored beauty pageant.
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Opening of Nyeri open air market

What measures have you put in place with an aim of 
upholding the Nyeri culture? 

Nyeri County is rich in culture and heritage. The direc-
torate advocates for the conservation and preservation 
of culture, the cultural sites as well as developing new 
cultural products in the county. Some of the direc-
torate’s initiatives to further the same include the 5th 
Annual Tourism and Cultural Festival which will be 
celebrated in May this year and whose objective is to 
identify and safeguard the rich culture and heritage of 

Nyeri people 
through per-
forming arts, 
promotion of 
cultural arts 
through exhi-
bitions as well 
as promoting 
peace and cohe-
sion among the 
citizens. 

ABOVE: Kigera Cultural Group

The directorate has assisted community groups in es-
tablishing two cultural villages; Kigera Cultural Group 
in Tetu sub-county and Mt. Kenya Cultural Group in 
Mathira sub-county, offering technical and advisory 
support. Marketing and promotion of the cultural vil-
lages has yielded in domestic and international visitors 
to the sites. 

What is the role of county government in co-operative 
development?

Our mandate includes promoting and facilitating 
registration of co-operatives, providing audit services, 
enforcement of audit requirements and standards, car-

rying out inspections into the affairs of county co-oper-
atives, promoting and facilitating co-operative societies 
engaged in value addition, ensuring compliance with 
co-operative legislation, providing co-operative advi-
sory services, facilitating collaboration and linkages 
with co-operatives and stakeholders for the benefit of 
the movement and promoting good governance in the 
management of the co-operative societies.

Governance issues have been a challenge in many 
organizations. Can you highlight what the county 
government is doing to enhance the same in co-oper-
atives?

The department has continued to enhance corporate 
governance in our co-operative societies. In the last 
financial year, over 800 co-operative leaders were 
trained at Dedan Kimathi University of Technology and 
the program was fully paid for by the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri. The management committee members 
were trained on negotiation skills, conflict resolution, 
good governance practices, financial management and 
use of technology in co-operatives. In this financial 
year the capacity building is geared to improving how 
co-operatives in Nyeri are managed so that members 
reap maximum benefits.

Tell us what the county government is doing in pro-
moting co-operatives ventures?

Nyeri County has 151 active co-operative societies 
with an estimated annual turnover of seven billion. 
These are drawn from different sectors such as dairy, 
coffee, saccos and housing co-operatives spread across 
the county. The department has continued to mobilize 
and create awareness amongst members of the public 
on the importance of forming and joining co-opera-
tives. 
The department offers pre-cooperative training to 
potential groups, processing their registration and 
ensuring they successfully 
take off towards achieving 
their objectives. To promote 
cooperatives we partner and 
collaborate with co-opera-
tives, government agencies 
and other stakeholders to 
organize forums such as 
the Annual International 
Co-operatives day (Ushirika 
day) where the members 
celebrate and showcase their 
gains and achievements

A mapping book of Nyeri Heritage and Tourism resources.
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Nyeri County Executive re-
structured

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga restructured 
his cabinet to ensure efficiency in delivering 
services for the Nyeri residents.

The County Public Service Department was merged 
with Sanitation and Environment. The docket will be 
headed by CEC Beth Karimi who has been in-charge 
since inception.
Sanitation and Environment was hived from the De-
partment of Water which is headed by CEC Fredrick 
Kinyua. Kinyua will now be in-charge of Water and 
Irrigation Services Department.
ICT which was under the Department of Education and 
Sports was moved to the Governor’s office. It will be 
under the County Secretary Ben Gachichio. 
Education and Sports Department will still be under 

CEC Margaret Macharia as it was before.
He said this will increase supervisory roles for better 
vibrancy of the County.
The Governor announced this after chairing the 61st 
executive meeting of his cabinet.
The other departments remained untouched. The Coun-
ty Government of Nyeri runs 10 departments.
Governor Kahiga urged CEC Karimi to ensure that 
the spotlight will be on waste management to improve 
sanitation in Nyeri and advised CEC Kinyua to ensure 
there are more water projects in the county and avail-
able clean piped water. 
The changes in the departments have since been gazett-
ed under Gazette Notice No. 681 dated 15th January 
2020. The cabinet meeting was attended by all CECs.

Director
C a r o l  N d e r i

Chief Editor
J o s e p h  Wa m b u g u

Sub- Editors
M u r i i t h i  J o h n

J a c k l i n e  G i k u n j u
N j a m b i  M u g o

Graphics Designer
Ke n n e t h  N g a t i a
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By Njambi Mugo

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga with all the CECs and Nyeri County Secretary Ben Gachichio.



Sensitization of Nyeri Central 
Healthcare workers on Corona-
virus

The Department of Health Services through the 
County Disease Surveillance Officer, Lydia Nja-
ramba, held a training for Nyeri Central facility 

in charges at County Referral Hospital and Mt. Kenya 
Hospital on Coronavirus.
Over 50 healthcare workers underwent training on the 
same, preceding other trainings for various health facil-
ities slated for the near future.
Coronavirus is a family of viruses that infect both 
animals and humans. Such viruses include; Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).
The virus can be transmitted through droplets (cough-

ing) and close personal unprotected contact 
with an infected person (shaking of hands, 
touching, hugging).
The symptoms include fever, cough, short-
ness of breath, feeling generally unwell, 
pneumonia or bronchitis and other cold like 
symptoms.
In the recent cases reported from Wuhan, 
Thailand, Japan, Korea and U.S.A., over 
440 cases were confirmed as of 22nd  Janu-
ary, 2020. 16 of them were healthcare work-
ers hence a prompt to empower them with 

knowledge on how to handle a suspected case.
The participants were urged to be on the lookout for 
their safety by ensuring they wear a protective gear 
when handling a patient depicting symptoms suspected 
to be that of Coronavirus, reporting suspected cases to 
the hospital surveillance officer and be alert of the pos-
sible typical presentation of the symptoms in patients 
especially those whose immunity is compromised.
Prevention is better than cure. The County Government 
of Nyeri through the department of health services 
will ensure creation of awareness on Coronavirus. All 
health workers across the county will also continue 
with the training to ensure no stone remains unturned.

FacebookYour say on
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By Muthoni Kanja
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LEFT: Training of some of the Nyeri health work-
ers on matters of Coronavirus.



Boosting pig farming in Nyeri

Commercial pig farming in Nyeri County is 
one of the most lucrative business ventures. 
Farmers engaging in pig farming are producing 

high quality meat and making good profits. Pigs can be 
raised in both small and large scale for providing food 
and nutrition to the family as well as income genera-
tion.
On average, a good pig can give birth to up to 14 
piglets twice a year. With good practices a farmer can 
mature 12 per litter in 6-7 months.
Cognizant to this, the CEC Agriculture James Muturi 
met with a team from the State Department of Live-
stock to discuss on the development of a pig devel-
opment strategy in Nyeri County in a bid to boost the 
sector. They deliberated on possible areas of collabora-
tion for the benefit of Nyeri pig farmers.
The department has been offering free extension ser-
vices to pig farmers besides strengthening linkages in 

the pig rearing value chain through provision of recent 
contacts of stakeholders along the value chain.
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Nyeri Agriculture CEC James Muturi (right) and Chief Officer 
Ruth Mwangi (next to him) with the team from the State Depart-
ment of Livestock during a meeting on matters of pig develop-
ment strategy.



Kuza Kazi youth empowerment 
programme launch preparation 
in high gear

Teachers advised 
to exploit invest-
ment opportuni-
ties

The County Government of Nyeri through the 
Department of Gender, Youth and Social Ser-
vices is desirous of implementing the Big Four 

Agenda by harnessing on the gains of industrialization 
and opportunities availed for the youth through em-
ployment. In order to close the youth unemployment 
gap in Nyeri, the County Government has collaborated 
with various partners in the implementation of Kuza 
Kazi Programme.

The programme is an initiative that seeks to introduce 
youth in the County to the Coca-Cola supply chain.
The team held a consultative meeting with the key 
stakeholders to review the MoU that is to be signed 
between the County Government, Almasi Beverages 
Limited, Nyeri Youth Bunge Sacco, PWC and Ogilvy.
The meeting was graced by the Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga who applauded the team for coming together to 
help Nyeri youth be self reliant.

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga graced the 44th Newfortis Annual 
General Meeting at Nyamachaki Primary School grounds, Nyeri town.
The Sacco has recorded tremendous growth in terms of membership 

and capital base over the years. The Sacco announced the releasing of Ksh. 
595.5 Million to its members as dividends and interests from last year’s Ksh. 
516 Million. Its membership had seen a steady increase to 14,890 members.
The County Government of Nyeri has been a key supporter to the Sacco with 
many of her employees being encouraged to join Newfortis. Deductions have 
also been remitted promptly and in a timely fashion.
The Governor commended the board for its great job of steering the Sacco to 
one of the best in Nyeri County and Kenya at large. He further urged the mem-
bers of the Sacco and other Saccos in the county to borrow loans and venture 
into the many investments opportunities available in Nyeri County to spur 
economic growth.
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By Boniface Gichuki

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga, Gender CEC Esther Ndung’u and Chief Officer Susan Kinyua during a consultative meeting 
ahead of the Kuza Kazi Youth Empowerment Programme launch.



Sagana -Maganjo site visit Social visit to Ruring’u fire 
victims

The Department of Water and Irrigation officers 
visited Sagana - Maganjo Water project in Chieni 
village, Ruguru ward, Mathira East sub-county 

to assess the damage which was allegedly caused by 
a local contractor who was upgrading the road. The 
officials of Sagana - Maganjo Water Project sought 
help from the County Government of Nyeri after the 
contractor was adamant to lay the pipes back on the 
Marwa-State Lodge road.
About 15, 000 residents, public schools and Chieni 
dispensary, who rely on the project for clean water for 
domestic use, out cried lack water since October 2019.
It was recommended that the contractor, County Gov-
ernment of Nyeri, office of the MCA, office of the MP, 
ward administrator and the local administration should 
look into the matter quickly to lessen the suffering of 
the people.

The County Government of Nyeri through the De-
partment of Youth, Gender and Social Services 
visited the 14 families that were affected by a fire 

tragedy which occurred at Ruring’u area, Nyeri-Central 
sub-county.
Eight of the families had their houses completely razed 
down by the fire while those of six families were par-
tially burnt down.
Following the quick response by the county fire bri-
gade, some families were able to salvage some proper-
ty.
In aid of these families, the department joined hands 
with Kenya Red Cross Society in donating food and 
non- food items as an urgent measure to assist the fami-
lies during recovery.
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Officers from the Department of Water and Irrigation with res-
idents of Chieni village in Mathira during a visit by the officers 
to assess the damage allegedly caused by a local contractor. 

Officers from the Department of Gender, Youth and Social Services 
during a visit to the affected families at Ruring’u area near Nyeri 
town.



Desert locust management

Public participation for Sagana hydro power project

The desert locust 
has been consid-
ered one of the 

world’s most important in-
sect pest. A swarm has the 
ability to fly 150-200 km per 
day. Half a million locusts weigh 
one tonne and consumes one tonne 
of vegetation.
These insects were reported in the country last Decem-
ber and in the county in the last week of January. They 
have been reported in Mahiga, Iriaini, Mathira East, Ru-
guru, Dedan Kimathi, Narumoru and Mugunda wards 
but with less damage as the swarm flew over the county 
to the forest.
In relation to this, the Department of Agriculture, Live-
stock and Fisheries is conducting a one week sensitiza-
tion program on desert locust management where about 
240 staff will be trained. The aim of this training is to 
equip the officers with relevant knowledge and skills to 
enable them to correctly identify, report and roll out ef-
fective management response. Surveillance and monitor

ing is ongoing.

The County Government of Nyeri officers joined 
other stakeholders in a public forum for Sagana-
Hydropower project in Mukurwe-ini sub-county.

The forum aimed at hearing all the views and sensitiz-
ing the local community on potential environmental, 
economic and social impacts the project will have to the 
area.
This was the first among other forums that will be held 
before the project commences in an year’s time. The 
project is being undertaken by Ithanji Hydropower and 
Kaiuthi Hydropower companies.
The project will be run in Kihuti sub-location, Thangathi 
location, Mukurwe-ini Central ward.

9

By Wanjiru Mwangi

By Boniface Gichuki

PHOTO | WANJRIU MWANGI

PHOTO | BONIFACE GICHUKI

Agriculture CEC James 
Muturi examining some 
of the desert locusts.

Some of the participants who attended a public forum for Sagana- 
Hydropower project in Mukurwe-ini following proceedings.



Governors briefed on railway 
line rehabilitation progress

Nyeri Governor H.E. Mutahi 
Kahiga joined other gov-
ernors during the Central 

Region Economic Bloc (CEREB) 
meeting where the governors were 
briefed on the progress of the Thika 
- Nanyuki railway line rehabilita-
tion venture.
Kenya Railways last month started 
the rehabilitation of the 178-ki-
lometer Thika - Nanyuki Meter 
Gauge Railway which is expected 
to spur economic growth in the Mt. 
Kenya region. 
The corporation managing director 
Mr. Phillip Mainga informed the 
governors that part of the work of 

clearing bushes and the rehabili-
tation of the line from Nanyuki 

to Naromoru is complete. Work 
between Naromoru to Chaka 

will be done in the next one 
week with labour sourced 

from over 700 youth from 
National Youth Service. 

Governor Kahiga who 
was accompanied 

by CEREB CEO 
Ndirangu Gachunia 

emphasized that locals must also be 
hired and local materials be sourced 
during the work to ensure the locals 
benefit.
He also said the corporation must 
involve elected leaders and local 
traders during the exercise of evac-
uating those operating along the 
railway track. The project is aimed 
at benefiting seven counties; Kiam-
bu, Murang’a, Kirinyaga, Nyeri, 
Laikipia, Nyandarua and Isiolo.
The National Government is reha-
bilitating the railway line at a cost 
of Ksh 3 billion. Kenya Railways 
has already released Ksh1 billion 
for the project. The corporation 

intends to ensure a reliable, viable 
and economic means of transport. It 
intends to re-introduce the passen-
gers and cargo trains targeting about 
20,000 passengers per day from 1st 
July, 2020. 
Six locomotives have already been 
procured; two for passengers and 
four for cargo. Cargo trains will fer-
ry agricultural products and VIVO 
petroleum products to Nanyuki 
among other products.
The corporation will revive all 
stations in Murang’a, Kirinyaga, 
Nyeri and Laikipia counties to 
spur economic development in the 
region. A new station will be set up 
at Chaka trading centre, Kieni East 
sub-county.
Governors present also wanted 
the line to be linked to the Lamu 
Port-Southern Sudan-Ethio-
pia-Transport corridor in the near 
future, opening up trade in Northern 
Kenya and neighboring countries.
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From left, CEREB CEO Ndiran-
gu Gachunia, KPCU Chairman 
Henry Kinyua and Nyeri Gover-
nor H.E Mutahi Kahiga during 
the meeting.
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga interacting with Nyeri town 
residents. RIGHT: Busia Governor H.E Sospeter Ojaamong and 
Nyeri Governor when signing the condolence book of the late for-
mer President Daniel Arap Moi at Kabarnet Gardens, Nairobi.

From left, Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga, Kakamega Gover-
nor H.E Wycliffe Oparanya and Murang’a Governor H.E Mwangi 
Wa Iria paying their last tribute to the 14 pupils of Kakamega Pri-
mary School who perished recently after a stampede.

Recently upgraded Winfra Savannah road in Chaka town, Thegu 
River ward in Kieni East sub-county.

The Department of Lands, Housing, Physical Planning 
and Urbanization conducted the labelling, marking and 
pegging of the plot which is aimed at relocating traders 
who have occupied the railway reserve.

Ongoing upgrading of Kahiga-ini area, Dedan Kimathi 
road in Tetu sub-county ahead of February 18th Kimathi 
Day commemoration.


