
Meet the new
 CEREB CEO 

Ndirangu Gachunia
He is also the current Economic Ad-
visor to Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga.
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VISION:
A wealthy county with happy, healthy and secure people.  
     
MISSION:
To create and sustain an environment that unlocks potential of 
the People of Nyeri to achieve progressive socio-economic growth
by running an open government.

Exclusive in-
terview with 
CEC Agricul-
ture James 
Wachihi
Page 2 & 3



Responses to issues 
raised on department 
activities
1. The greening initiative has boost-
ed food production in the county 
for the last two years. What strides 
have you made to this end?

The County Government of Nyeri 
has been supporting farmers by pro-
viding them with high quality seed-
lings. In 2018, over 81,000 avocado 
seedlings were distributed to farm-
ers – This was mainly Avocado Hass 
variety valued at Ksh. 12,153,600 
while during 2019 long rains sea-
son 52,608 seedlings valued at 
Ksh.7,891208 were distributed. In 
2019 short rains, 20,500 macada-
mia seedlings valued at Ksh.23, 725 
were distributed in collaboration 
with the national government.
25 avocado groups have been trained 
on group management, marketing 
and good agronomic practices, held 
three avocado field days with about 
700 farmers attending and held a 
one-day avocado stakeholder forum 
where marketers, farmer representa-
tives and government staff were able 
to exchange ideas on avocado busi-
ness.

2. Fish farming is still an upcoming 
venture in the county. How do you 
plan to make it fully fledged and 
sustainable together with the part-
ners that have come on board?

Fish farming in Nyeri County is an 
upcoming venture with high poten-
tial for income generation, food se-
curity and nutrition. Currently, a to-
tal of 2,082 farmers are engaged in 
fish farming. 
The County Government of Nyeri 
has been aggressive in promoting 
fish farming with an aim of enhanc-
ing fish production and produc-
tivity. This includes rehabilitation 
of fish ponds, support with finger-

ling-monosex tilapia for the in-
dividual ponds, distribution 
of fish feeds, restocking of 
public dams, and adop-
tion of new technology 
of cage farming in the 
dams.  

3 . D a i r y 
farming is 
still one 
of the 
m a i n 
agricul-
t u r a l 
main-
s t a y s 
in this county, how have milk cool-
ers aided dairy farmers in terms 
of value addition and do you have 
plans to expand the program?

In collaboration with the national 
government, we have given about 
26 milk coolers to co-operatives and 
self-help groups. These milk coolers 
have aided in bulking the milk and 
negotiating for better prices- hence 
increased incomes, reduction of 
milk losses and wastage.

4. How is the County Government 
of Nyeri supporting farmers who 
are engaged in poultry farming, 
bee keeping and pig rearing? 

For poultry farmers, we supply free 
breeding stock of improved indige-
nous chicken like rainbow roaster, 
kuroiler and kari kienyenji and offer 
free extension services to poultry 
farmers on demand.
For bee keepers and pig farmers, 
the County Government has been 
offering free extension services and 
strengthening linkages in the bee 
keeping value chain through provi-
sion of recent contacts of stakehold-
ers along the value chain.

5. How is your department re-
sponding to regular disease out-

breaks including the 
preparedness of des-
ert locusts invasion 
in the neighboring 
counties?

The diseases we 
have 

encountered recently include; but 
not limited to Foot and Mouth Dis-
ease, Rabies, Anthrax, Sheep and 
Goat Pox and contagious pustular 
dermatitis (Orf). Prior vaccination 
towards the end of the last year had 
been planned and executed. Vacci-
nation figures have almost doubled 
last year achievement over the same 
period.  
It is true that the desert locusts have 
been spotted in the neighboring 
counties. Scouting is being done 
and in particular Gakawa ward in 
Kieni East sub-county. As a result, 
a multi-sectoral Central coordinat-
ing unit is in place co-chaired by the 
County Commissioner and I. This 
committee is supported by a techni-
cal secretariat in the Department of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisher-
ies.
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6. Coffee is a major driver of our economy as a coun-
try and as a county. The National Government has 
also pumped a lot of money in the sector in the new 
reforms. Do you have any measures in place to keep 
the sector afloat amid major challenges the sector is 
experiencing? Your predecessor, former Nyeri CEC in 
charge of Agriculture Henry Kinyua is now the new 
KPCU Chair, together with current Finance CEC Rob-
ert Thuo who is a member of the Presidential Coffee 
Task force, how do you intend to work with all partners 
on board to revive the coffee sector. 

We have a very clear coffee revival strategy which cov-
ers areas of production, processing and marketing. We 
are accelerating our engagements not just to enhance it, 
but to mobilize resources for its actualization. We have 
continuously engaged with the Coffee Subsector Imple-
mentation team and indeed the New KPCU which was 
only recently restructured and are confident that all this 
will bear fruits. 
Once again, Nyeri has been selected as one of the 11 
counties that will commence the pilot on the revised 
subsidy program. Additionally, we want to continue en-
gaging with the new KPCU to ensure that Nyeri farmers 
are the first ones to benefit from the 3 billion cherry ad-
vance kitty. 

7. The department has been distributing bean seeds 
and potatoes to farmers. How far has the project gone 
and what have the gains been?

The depart- ment procured 900 bags of 
c e r t i f i e d potato seed from Agri-

culture Development Corporation Molo. The seed was 
planted with objective of bulking seed for planting 
during the long rains this year. Farmers have been in-
troduced to early maturing and drought tolerant variet-
ies of beans (Mwetemania, Wairimu dwarf, KAT bean 
1, Faida and Angaza. One of the varieties, KAT bean 1 
popularly known as yellow bean is the most preferred 
by consumers due to unique characteristics of having 
low gas levels.

8. Tell us more about the Kenya Climate Smart Agri-
cultural Project (KCSAP) project and other develop-
ment partners.

KCSAP as it is popularly known, is a five year project 
funded jointly by the World Bank and the Government 
of Kenya. Climate smart agriculture is considered to be 
agriculture that increases productivity, resilience and ad-
aptation and enhances food security, without a negative 
impact on the environment. The project’s development 
objective is to increase agricultural productivity and 
build resilience to climate change risks in the targeted 
smallholder farming and pastoral communities in Ken-
ya, and in the event of an eligible crisis or emergency, 
to provide immediate and effective response. It’s being 
implemented in 24 counties. 

Nyeri Agriculture CEC James Wachihi and Chief Officer Ruth 
Mwangi receiving a trophy of the Department from Nyeri Gover-
nor H.E Mutahi Kahiga in a past event.
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Governor Kahiga elected 
the CoG Education Com-
mittee Chairperson

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga joined his fel-
low Governors during the 8th Council Of Gover-
nors (CoG) Executive Election at Movenpick hotel 

Nairobi. He was elected as the Chairperson of the CoG 
Education Committee. 
With this position  and having an extensive background 
in education, Governor Kahiga has promised to lobby for 

more resources to be allocated to the Youth Polytechnics 
and ECDEs, a devolved function in the counties. He has 
also said that he will ensure that there is a unified scheme 
of employment and services of ECDE teachers.
Governor Kahiga has pledged his commitment in ensur-
ing that education is scaled up at the counties level.

“Governor Kahiga has 
promised to lobby for more 
resources to be allocated to 
the Youth Polytechnics and 
ECDEs.” 

By Kennedy Karanja PHOTO / KENNEDY KARANJA
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What is CEREB all about?

This is Central Region Economic Bloc that brings 
together 10 counties including Muranga, Nyeri, Nyan-
darua, Meru, Embu, Nakuru, Tharaka Nithi, Kiambu, 
Laikipia and Kirinyaga. These are counties that share a 
lot in common especially our common heritage of the 
Aberdares Ranges and Mt Kenya. 

What is your role as CEO? 

My job as the CEO is to support Excellency Gover-
nors who make up the summit which is the top organ 
of CEREB to deliver on their mandate to the public 
better services. I have a huge role in fundraising and 
networking the region both with the national govern-
ment and internationally. This is cognizant of the fact 
the counties have very limited resources and must be 
innovative to look outside and attract more funds, look 
across the borders for services and take advantage of 
their competitive advantage. 

Why is CEREB critical?

Regional Blocs have 
formed in a very natural 
manner due to a shared 
background and heritage. 
It therefore behooves us 
who operate in the devo-
lution space to formalize 
these relations 
and find ways to 
bene-
fit 

counties. Our borders are almost nonexistent.  Deci-
sions that are made in one county can and will directly 
affect the other. For example, if you have strict alcohol 
laws in one county that share a long border with anoth-
er that have loose policies; it defeats the purpose. The 
region will be better of if they take a common stand on 
issues that are cross cutting. CEREB therefore provides 
a platform where these matters can be canvassed from 
a birds eye view for the benefit of the public. 

What is it that CEREB can do that counties are un-
able to do?

There is a huge discrepancy between resources avail-
able to them and the height of expectations. Most coun-
ties have close to 50% on salaries that they can’t do 
anything about. 25% is used for recurrent expenditure 
leaving less than 25% for development not withstand-
ing the conditional grants. In the advent of Ward Funds 
this leaves very little money for discretionary funding 
and actually influence development policy. This bloc is 
a necessity to pool together number and make a serious 
case to lobby for more resources.  

What are the priority Projects?

We have already started seeing the renewal of the 
railway line which is a Meter Gauge Rail (MGR) 
177.2 Km in length which traverses six counties with 
suggestions to do a new loop that will bring the rest of 
unserved counties on board and increase the return load 
for the train. We have also started major roads like the 
Mau Mau Road and Kiandongoro which are connect-

ing counties in new ways that open their econo-
mies and increase trade.

We have priority for agricultural based 
industries that add value to our shared 
produce and reduce post harvest 
losses and increase the value of our 
produce. This bloc will harness the 
strengths of each county and sup-
port it through intra trade. There 
is no need for Nyandarua for 
example, to do a potato factory 
and Kirinyaga to replicate that. 
Kirinyaga will do another value 
adding  factory for rice and 
every county will do what 
they are best at using shared 
resources.  

Ndirangu Gachunia: My vision for CEREB  as the CEO



Governor Kahiga throws his weight 
behind BBI

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga fully supports the Building 
Bridges Initiative (BBI), an initiative started by the 
President H.E Uhuru Kenyatta and the former Prime 

Minister Raila Odinga, in an effort to maintain peace and 
cohesion in the country. This, he said while attending the 
funeral of the late Bishop Dr. Lawrence Kariuki at Lamuria, 
Mugunda ward Kieni West sub-county in Nyeri County.

While speaking at the funeral, Governor 
Kahiga said that his government is solidly 
behind President Uhuru Kenyatta and his 
efforts towards uniting Kenya. He lauded 

the BBI, stating that it is a noble initiative 
not only geared towards bringing harmony 

in the country but also has a number of positive 
impacts to the County Governments. He noted 
that, once implemented, the county governments 
will now receive a 45% revenue from the Nation-
al Government instead of the 15%, which will 
translate to more projects and better services for 
the mwananchi.

Governor Kahiga reiterated his sup-
port for President Uhuru Kenyatta 
and BBI while speaking live during 
Hagaria Morning Show on Inooro 
FM earlier in the week, noting that 
he has no political allegiance, to 
either Tangatanga or Kieleweke 
group. The Governor added that 
his attendance to Deputy President 
H.E Dr. William Ruto’s functions in 
Nyeri is only at an official capacity 
and as a way of according the Dep-
uty President his due respect. He 
clarified that he was fully behind 
President Uhuru Kenyatta wholly.  
He pledged his commitment to-

wards Nyeri citizenry, adding that 
his government is focused towards 
optimal service delivery. Governor 
Kahiga urged leaders to minimize 
on 2022 politics and called upon 
everyone to co-exist peacefully 
regardless of one’s political affilia-
tions.

Director
C a r o l  N d e r i

Chief Editor
J o s e p h  Wa m b u g u

Sub- Editors
M u r i i t h i  J o h n

J a c k l i n e  G i k u n j u
N j a m b i  M u g o

Graphics Designer
K e n n e t h  N g a t i a
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Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga con-
sulting with Nyeri Town MP Hon. Ngun-
jiri Wambugu (right) in Kieni recently. 
LEFT: The Governor having a word with 
Kieni MP Hon. Kanini Kega.

By Njambi Mugo



Kuza Kazi youth 
program to be 
launched soon

“The program aims at reducing youth 
unemployment in the County by impart-
ing the youth with knowledge on business 
start-up and management skills as well as 
facilitating them with start-up kits.”

The County Government of 
Nyeri through the depart-
ment of Youth, Gender and 

Social Services held a consultative 
meeting with a team from USAID, 
Cocacola Co. through Almasi Bev-
erages, Ogilvy, the Project Manager- 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PWC) 
and Nyeri Bunge Sacco to deliber-
ate on the way forward towards the 
launch of Kuza Kazi Program sched-
uled for February 12, 2020.
The program aims at reducing youth 
unemployment in the County by 
imparting the youth with knowl-
edge on business start-up and man-
agement skills as well as facilitating 
them with start-up kits that include 
an Ice-Box, a Parasol (Umbrella) and 
Coca Cola merchandise. Beneficia-
ries are expected to successfully join 
Coca Cola system’s retail network, 
increase income and savings, expand 
their businesses,build their potential 

to become employers and create new 
jobs for the Kenyan economy.
To achieve this, the County Govern-
ment of Nyeri has been working in 
collaboration with USAID- KYES, 
Cocacola Co. through Almasi Bever-
ages by offering the starter kit, while 
Bunge Sacco is to provide refundable 
loans to the existing SME beneficia-
ries.
To this end, over 100 beneficiaries 
have been trained ahead of the pro-
gram launch. An agreement will also 
be signed to legally bind the partners 
in this program and to pave way for 
the program activation. once this 
program kicks off, it will run for a 
tenure of three years. This program 
targets to benefit 1000 youth in the 
county and 10 000 nationally.
The CECM, Esther Ndung’u while 
chairing the meeting assured the 
team of the County Government’s 
commitment in transforming the 

economic lives of Nyeri Youth 
through Public Private Partnerships. 
She also lauded the partners for their 
continued support in supplement-
ing what the government is doing, 
noting that the government cannot 
work alone.
Also present were the Department’s 
Chief Officer, Susan Kinyua and the 
Department’s Principal Administra-
tor Justus Munyiri.
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By Jackline Gikunju

Department of Youth, Gender and Social Services CEC Esther Ndung’u  and Chief Officer Susan Kinyua with a  team from USAID, 
Almasi, Ogilvy, the Project Manager- Price Water House Coopers (PWC) and Nyeri Bunge Sacco after a meeting ahead of Kuza 
Kazi youth program. BELOW: CEC Esther Ndung’u .



Gitu Wa Kahengeri 
pays courtesy call to the 
GovernorMau Mau War Veteran Association Secre-

tary General Hon Dr. Gitu Wa Kahengeri 
paid a courtesy call to Nyeri governor 

H.E Mutahi Kahiga in his office.
The Secretary General commended the Governor 
for the respect he has demonstrated for the former 
freedom fighters including the setting up of Dedan 
Kimathi monument at Karuna-ini, Tetu sub-county.
Dr. Kahengeri said this was the first governor to 
build such a monument in Nyeri County and urged 
him to document all the work of the Mau Mau free-
dom fighters through the formation of a Secretariat 
of Liberation struggle.
Governor Kahiga pledged his commitment to sup-
porting the freedom fighters and will also ensure 
that during his tenure the freedom fighters are 
given the respect they deserve.
He also invited the association and other freedom 
fighters to visit Kimathi’s monument, which is 
expected to be unveiled by H.E President Uhuru 
Kenyatta soon.

By Joseph Wambugu

CEC Agriculture impromptu visit to 
Othaya sub-county

The CEC Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries 
James Muturi Wachihi paid an impromptu visit 
to Othaya sub-county and had an opportunity to 

meet the officers in his department in the sub-county.
They discussed at length what the department under-
took in the previous financial year, challenges they 
faced and the resolutions for this year.
The CEC urged the agriculture officers together with 
his team to purchase avocado seedlings from the Coun-
ty Government at Wambugu Farm as they are of high 
quality and at a cheaper price.The County Government 
of Nyeri plans to start an avocado factory come next 
year.
He also visited Chinga dam to inspect cage fish farm-
ing which is a County Government’s project helping in 
rearing of fish in the area.
He interacted with the farmers who appreciated the 
county leadership, especially the Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga.
The CEC also visited DEMKA - a dairy farm, a coffee 
farmer (Peter Gathuma) and Othaya Farmers Co-oper-
ative.

By Wanjiru Mwangi
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Mau Mau War Veteran Association Secretary General Hon Dr. Gitu 
Wa Kahengeri with Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga when he paid 
a courtesy call in his office.

Agriculture CEC James Wachihi with Othaya farmers when the 
CEC visited DEMKA Yoghurt Dairy in Othaya.



Social visits to condole with 
families of the Gikindu 
quarry victims

Second cohort intern’s 
quarterly meeting

The County Government of Nyeri through the 
department of Youth, Gender and Social services 
visited and condoled with the two bereaved fami-
lies whose relatives met their demise while work-
ing at a quarry site in Gikindu, Thegu River ward, 
Kieni East sub-county at their homes in Kirichu 
sub-location.
The two (Mr. Charles Maina, aged 33) and Mr. 
Watson Wamugo, aged 63) died after a quar-
ry caved in and buried them on 16th Jan 2020. 
Charles will be laid to rest tomorrow in Mathaithi- 
Mathira Sub-county, while Watson will be laid to 
rest on Friday in Kirichu sub location Nyeri Cen-
tral sub-county.
H.E Governor Kahiga who had visited the site 
and oversaw the rescue operation condoled with 
the two families and assured them of his govern-
ment’s support. Through the County Government, 
the families will be assisted with coffins, waiver 
of all mortuary fees, as well as support with other 
funeral expenses to ease their burden.
Officers from the department also presented the 
families with some food stuff to support with the 

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga met over 200 in-
terns working under his government and discussed 
with them at length on how to work diligently in the 

government.
The governor who was addressing the second cohort intern’s 
quarterly meeting said there was need for interns to be differ-
ent as they acquire experience.
“See far like a giraffe. Set your goals high. Don’t be a dream 
killer. Keep focused. Don’t live an ordinary life and set aside 
irrelevancies in your lives, so that you may achieve your 
dreams in life,” he advised.
Governor Kahiga who was speaking at Whispers Park Hall in 
Nyeri town said by doing this, their future will be bright, will 
help to make a better Nyeri and a greater nation.
The meeting will be held after every three months.

By Joseph Wambugu
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By Jackline Gikunju

A section of interns following proceedings during the second cohort 
intern’s quarterly meeting held at Old Municipal Hall, Nyeri town.
BELOW: Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga making his speech 
during the second cohort intern’s quarterly meeting held at Old Munic-
ipal Hall, Nyeri town.

Officers from the department of Youth, Gender and 
Social services during their visit to the two bereaved fam-
ilies whose relatives met their demise while working at a 
quarry site in Gikindu, Thegu River ward, Kieni East.



Coffee Cherry Advance Revolving 
Fund Taskforce in Nyeri

Nyeri Governor H.E Muta-
hi Kahiga has backed the 
Coffee Cherry Advance Re-

volving Fund saying it will directly 
benefit the coffee farmers.
The Governor who was speaking 
to over 200 coffee farmers during a 
public consultation forum at Green 
Hills Hotel, Nyeri town, lauded 
H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta for 
the efforts he has made in ensuring 
there are major coffee reforms in 
the sector in order for the farmers to 
benefit.
The Coffee Cherry Advance Re-
volving Fund is one of President 
Uhuru’s initiatives in reviving the 
coffee sector that has been ailing 
for a long time. The objective of 
the cherry fund is to cushion coffee 
farmers against volatility of cherry 
prices.
The fund is interest free which is 
better than borrowing from the 
commercial banks.
Governor Kahiga said the fund will 
ensure an advance of Ksh 20 per 

kilo unlike before where farmers 
had to wait for pay from buyers for 
many months.
The Governor who was accompa-
nied by Nyeri Deputy Governor 
H.E Dr. Caroline Karugu, Nyeri 
County Commissioner Loyford 
Kibaara and taskforce Chairman 
Geoffrey Malombe, said that the 
reforms will put money in the farm-
ers’ pockets and curb exploitation 
by brokers who have been pur-
chasing coffee at unpredictable and 
exploitative prices.
Governor Kahiga urged farmers to 

take advantage of this initiative and 
ensure they double their production.
The County Government of Nyeri is 
committed in supporting the initia-
tives of the national government. 
Already, the County Government of 
Nyeri has purchased and distributed 
lime for acidic soil, distribution of 
subsidized fertilizers and also sen-
sitizing farmers using the extension 
officers in the county.
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From left Nyeri County Commissioner Loyford Kibaara, Nyeri Town MP Hon Ngunjiri Wambugu, Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga, Nyeri Deputy Governor H.E Dr. Caroline Karugu and Mathira MP Hon Rigathi Gachagua during a public consultation 
forum on Coffee Cherry Advance Revolving Fund at Green Hills Hotel in Nyeri town. BELOW: A section of stakeholders following 
proceedings during the meeting.

By Joseph Wambugu



The Karen hospital pledges 
to join our cancer campaign

Sustainable health-
care solutions can 
only be found 

if we foster partner-
ships between the pub-
lic and private sector.
Nyeri Deputy Gov-

ernor H.E Dr. Caroline Karugu (inset centre) met 
medical entrepreneurs and practitioners Dr. Betty and 
Dan Gikonyo of The Karen Hospital. They agreed 
on various areas of partnership including the pre-
ventive and promotive activities in Nyeri County.
Amongst the areas they focused on are; Screening camps for 
Non-Communicable Diseases, partnership with the Nyeri 
Hospice and sponsorship of specialized care for the needy.
She expressed her heartfelt appreciation to the 
couple and entire management team for the 
willingness to join Nyeri’s wellness agenda.
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Weekly Pictorial

Nyeri Agriculture CEC James Wachihi (fifth right) with Chinga 
fish farmers in Othaya. LEFT: Nyeri County Commissioner 
Loyford Kibaara is welcomed by Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga when he paid a courtesy call in his office.

Progress of Narumoru Level IV Hospital in Kieni East 
sub-county.

Recently upgraded Kenya Revival Church road at Chaka township 
in Thegu River ward in Kieni East sub-county.

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga, Nyeri County Public Service Board 
Chairman Paul Kimondo and board member Benson Gichohi during the 
second cohort intern’s quarterly meeting in Nyeri town.

The department of Agriculture, Livestock, and Fisheries has 
started a vaccination campaign against Foot and Mouth Dis-
ease.

The newly renovated Kabebero Youth Polytechnic’s workshop 
in Iria-ini ward, Othaya sub-county..


