


Over 700 participate in Dr. Wahome 
Gakuru Half Marathon, 2nd Edition
Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 

Kahiga joined Nyeri residents 
and marathoners for the 2nd 

commemoration of the Dr.Wahome 
Gakuru Memorial Half Marathon at 
Kamukunji Grounds.
 Th is annual event commem-
orates the third Governor of Nyeri 
County Dr.Wahome Gakuru who 
passed away on 7th November 2017 
through a grisly road accident.
 Th is year’s theme is Enhanc-
ing Emergency Response.Th e mar-
athon attracted over 700 partici-
pants from Nyeri and other counties 
such as Nandi,Uasin Gishu, Elgeyo 
Marakwet and Nakuru.
 It consisted of 21km half 
marathon for elite marathon-
ers,10kms for locals ,5kms for vet-
erans, students and corporate and 
2kms for children.
 Proceeds from this event will 
be used to build an emergency re-

sponse unit at the Nyeri County Re-
ferral Hospital.
 Governor Kahiga while com-
memorating the late Governor Dr. 
Wahome Gakuru noted that apart 
from honoring the late Governor, 
the marathon has facilitated identi-
fying and nurturing of athletic tal-
ents in Nyeri County.

Health benefi ts

 He urged residents to em-
brace running as it has long health 
benefi ts as it helps in curbing life-
style diseases such cancer, diabetes 
and hypertension which are prev-
alent in Nyeri County. Th e domi-
nance of Non Communicable Dis-
eases (NCDs) in Nyeri is the reason 
why Nyeri is among the four UHC 
pilot counties.
 Th e marathon coordinator 
Daniel Gachara noted that this year’s 

marathon was better organized and 
promised to improve further during 
subsequent races.
 Nyeri Town MP Ngunjiri 
Wambugu commended the County 
Government of Nyeri and the mar-
athon’s organizers for a stellar orga-
nization of the race and while at it, 
asked the National Government to 
expedite the construction of Rur-
ing’u stadium. Speaker of the Nyeri 
County Assembly John Kaguchia 
lauded the organizers of the race.

(By Lydia Gichuki)
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FAR RIGHT; Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga and Hon. Ngunjiri Wambugu, Nyeri Town MP before the kick off  of the 21Km Dr. Wahome Gakuru Half 
marathon at Kamukunji Grounds, Nyeri. BOTTOM; Some of the pupils participating in the event.

2



PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

60 more 
nurses to be 
hired

County Government of Nyeri will soon 
hire 60 nurses who will be deployed in 
the public health facilities in the coun-

ty. Nyeri Health CEC Rachel Kamau said the 
vacancies will soon be advertised publicly for 
qualifi ed personnel to apply. Kamau said this 
will be a big boost to the health sector to im-
prove health services. 

Commitment
 
 Th e CEC was speaking at Outspan 
Medical College, Nyeri town where she was 
representing the Governor during the 8th 
graduation ceremony where 380 medical prac-
titioners graduated. She noted that the County 
Government under the leadership of H.E Gov-
ernor Mutahi Kahiga has so far hired over 200 
health workers for the last two years. 
 Th e Governor is very much com-

mitted in improving the health services in the 
county. She thanked the college for the part-
nership with the County Government in mat-
ters of training and capacity building program.
(By Muthoni Kanja)

Melinda Gates meets Governors

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga joined 
Melinda Gates and colleague governors 
during the round table meeting of Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation.
Th is was a side event meeting of the International 
Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD25) which was held in Nairobi.
Th e foundation is ready to help the country in diverse 
ways . It will have a direct benefi t to the youth who 
form the larger portion of the population.
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has also been 
supporting the health sector in areas of family 
planning, reproductive health as well as youth and 
adolescent health. 

(By Joseph Wambugu)

PHOTOS | CREDIT: KHADIJA FARAH|BILL & MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION.

PHOTO | MUTHONI KANJA

A group photo of Kenyan governors among them Nyeri Gover-
nor H.E Mutahi Kahiga (standing right) with Melinda Gates at 
Serena Hotel, Nairobi. RIGHT: � e Governor greeting Melinda 
Gates.

From left : Nyeri Health CEC Dr. Rachel Kamau, Ag. Director General 
(MoH) Wekesa Masasabi, Executive Director Outspan Medical College
 Dr. Macharia Kiruhi. BELOW: Some of the graduands.
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New Nyeri County Public Service 
Board Members take offi ce

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi 
Kahiga witnessed the taking 
offi  ce of the new Nyeri County 

Public Service Board members. Th e 
new members signed their appointment 
letters in a process that was overseen 
by the County Legal Offi  cer Kimani 
Rucuiya.
 Th e board will be chaired by 
Paul Kimondo Kariuki, with David 
Kiriti Ruga as the Secretary. A Vice 
Chairperson will be picked soon from 
among the three women serving in the 
new CPSB.
 John Wambugu Kihonge, Serah 
Muthoni Githaiga, Benson Gichohi 
Ngure, Jane Kiraguri and Halima 
Ali Mayow will serve as members of 
the board . Th is is aft er the expiry of 
the previous board offi  cial’s six year 
contract. Th ey also signed leadership 
and integrity forms.
 Th is was aft er successful vetting 
by the County Assembly of Nyeri 
recently. Th e previous board received 

120 applicants for the six posts needed.
 Th eir work tenure of six years 
will commence immediately. Th ey will 
be involved in hiring, promotion, taking 
disciplinary measures of the staff  among 
other duties like reducing the soaring 
wage bill.
 Nyeri’s Legal Offi  cer Kimani 
Ruchuiya administered the oath of 
offi  ce during the exercise which was 
also witnessed by the County Secretary 
Benjamin Gachichio and the Chief of 
Staff  Paul Wambugu.
 Governor Kahiga urged 
the newly sworn in offi  cers to work 
diligently and in accordance to the laws 
and to steer away from graft .
 Th e Chairperson Mr. Paul 
Kimondo said the board will remain 
committed and will work in unity and 
harmony and as per the stipulated 
guidelines in the constitution.

(By Warda Noor)

PHOTO | PETER WANGARI

Coffee sub-sector imple-
mentation committee’s 
courtesy call
Th e Chairman of Coff ee Sub-sector Reforms 
Implementation Committee Prof. Joseph 
Kieyah paid a courtesy call to Nyeri Governor 
H.E Mutahi Kahiga in his offi  ce. Th ey discussed 
how the County Government of Nyeri can 
collaborate with the committee in reviving the 
coff ee sector in the County.

Prof. Kieyah was in Nyeri County for a 
stakeholders’ consultative meeting at YMCA 
where the committee presented the Draft  
National Coff ee Policy, received stakeholders’ 
feedback and provided highlights on the Coff ee 
Cherry Revolving Fund.

Coff ee farmers and cooperatives management 
attended this meeting.

(By Lydia Gichuki)

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga with the newly appointed members of the Nyeri County Public Service Board. 

Director
C a r o l  N d e r i

Chief Editor
J o s e p h  Wa m b u g u

Sub- Editors
M u r i i t h i  J o h n

J a c k l i n e  G i k u n j u

Graphics Designer
K e n n e t h  N g a t i aJ o s e p h  Wa m b u g u

4



Nyeri County 
Youth Employ-
ment Compact 
launch meet-
ing.

The County Government of Nyeri through the 
Department of Gender, Youth and Social Services led 
by CEC Esther Ndung’u held a meeting with various 

stakeholders ahead of the Nyeri County Youth Employment 
Compact launch set to happen on 11th December at 
Kamukunji grounds.
The meeting brought together stakeholders from the 
public and private sector. They discussed on how each will 
contribute towards enhancing Nyeri youths 
employability and laid plans for Nyeri 
Youth Employment Compact.
The Department in collaboration with 
USAID-Kenya Youth Employment 
Skills Program have been successful in 
mobilization of stakeholders who will work 
hand in hand in advancing the Youth 
Employment Agenda. The Compact will 
also ensure sustainability of the program 
even after USAID’s exit.
Among key stakeholders who pledged their 
support to the programme as Compact 

Members are; Equity Bank foundation, Nyeri Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. KCB Foundation, Musoni 
Microfinance, Hospitality industry, CAPYEI, Agriculture 
Sector Development Support Program among others.

(By Fridah King’ori, Dynah Mwangi)PHOTO | PETER WANGARI
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The County Government of Nyeri in a bid to revamp stadia in the 
county has erected walls in various stadia, keeping them secure, 
warding off land grabbers and giving them a better and more ap-

pealing look.
Stadia such as the Karatina and Ruring’u are almost complete while 
Gichira Stadium has its walls already erected.
These stadia are essential avenues for talent growth and development 
ensuring that the sportsmen and women of Nyeri especially the youth 
have a good platform to discover and nurture their sporting talents.

(By Muthoni Kiere) 

Nyeri Stadia conditions being improved

PHOTO | FRIDAH KING’ORI

Nyeri Gender CEC Esther Ndung’u and Ehud 
Gachungu from USAID. BELOW; Some of the at-
tendants during the Youth Employment Compact 
Launch meeting.
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Nyeri International Coffee Expo 
gives farmers a learning experience

Sstakeholders in the Nyeri Coff ee Expo turned out in 
large numbers at Whispers Park Nyeri Town, led by 
CEC Agriculture James Muturi Coff ee farmers and 

stakeholders had a chance to connect with each other 
and learn about new technology available that will help 
improve their coff ee production.

Boosting coff ee farming

Coff ee is one of the priority value chains in Nyeri County 
and in this regard, the County Government of Nyeri has 
put in place intervention measures to help boost the 
coff ee sector. Th is is through provision of agricultural 
lime and subsidized fertilizers to help reduce production 
cost to farmers. Lime helps improve the plant structure 
and provides calcium and magnesium for plants for 
better yields.
In his remarks, the CEC urged for eff ective management 
of coff ee cooperatives which will in return boost farmers’ 
morale and zeal in coff ee farming.
(By Wachera Brenda)

PHOTO | WACHERA BRENDANyeri CEC Agriculture James Muturi being served a cup of coff ee by Caroline Mwangi, a representative from Nescafe 
during the expo at Whispers Park, Nyeri Town.
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Africa Industrialization 
Day celebration 2019 to 
be held in Nyeri

Offi  cials from the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Coopera-
tives in the State Department for Industrialization met with 
the County Secretary Benjamin Gachichio and County De-

partment of Trade offi  cials to deliberate on areas of partnership and 
collaboration in the preparation of Africa Industrialization Day 
celebrations.

Th is year’s celebrations will be held at Othaya sub-county at the 
Industrial Development Center.

Th e Africa Industrialization Day (AID) is celebrated on 20th No-
vember of each year across the African continent to mark progress 
made in realization of the African development agenda. Th is year’s 
theme is “Positioning African Industries to Supply Continental Af-
rica Free Trade Market”.

President Uhuru Kenyatta is expected to offi  cially open this center.

Th is three days event will facilitate exhibition from the small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs), state corporations and other major 
African brands.

(By Jackline Gikunju, Lydia Gichuki)

Your say...

PHOTO | SIMON NDERITU

From left ; Nyeri Trade CEC Diana Kendi, Nyeri County Secretary Benjamin Gachi-
chio, and Chief Offi  cer Ibrahim Edin during a meeting in readiness to the African 
Industrialization celebration Day 2019.
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Preparations for age assessment 
for children in Huruma Children’s 
Home

The County Government of Nyeri through the Department 
of Youth, Gender and Social Services offi  cers visited 
Huruma Children’s Home located in Ruring’u Ward, Nyeri 

Town sub-county in preparation for age assessment for children 
in the home.
Th is exercise is important as it aids in establishing ages of 
persons without birth records so that they can get identifi cation 
cards among other documents.
Hosting the team from the Department was the home manager 
Reverend Nicholas Miriti.

(By Dynah Mwangi)

PHOTO | DYNAH MWANGI

PHOTO | BONIFACE GICHUKI

Rev. Nicholas Miriti (right), Mutiga Macharia, a social worker at County Government of Nyeri and 
Huruma Children’s Home staff  with some of the orphans.

Residents benefi t 
from clean up 
exercise

County Government of Nyeri through 
the Department of Water, Environment, 
Natural Resources and Sanitation 

spearheaded a clean-up exercise in areas 
of Majengo, Kiawara and Waitiki in Nyeri.

Th e exercise involved the removal of dumped 
trash of assorted types from dumpsites.
Th e Public Health Offi  cer from Rware Ward, Mr. John 
Mwangi urged the residents to keep their residential 
areas clean by putting their household waste in 
the bins provided by Th e County Government.
Mwangi added that eff orts to clear dumpsites in 
other areas in the town are underway to ensure that 
residents live in a clean and healthy environment 
free of any health and environmental risks.

Satisfaction

Happy residents did not hesitate to thank the County 
Government noting that the waste has been a major 
threat to their children who are on holiday. Th ey are 
now comfortable even as their children play outside.
Street food vendors anticipate that business 
will now thrive as customers had shun from 
premises operating near the dumpsites.

Waste is a health menace that can lead to diseases 
such as cholera and typhoid especially now 
that the county is experiencing heavy rainfall.

(By Jackline  Gikunju)

Clearing of illegal dumpsites in Nyeri Town already kicked off .
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Aid for Kieni West - Gataragwa fire victims

The County Government of Nyeri through 
the department of Youth, Gender and Social 
Services  visited the families who were affected 

by a fire tragedy on 6th November 2019 at Gatarakwa 
ward, in Kieni West sub-county. The tragedy 
rendered one dead and eight families homeless.
In aid of these families, officers from the department 
joined hands with the area MCA Engineer Clement 
Warutere and donated food stuff, clothes and bedding.
The County Government will assist the bereaved family 
with the burial arrangements while the rest of the 

families will be supported through the recovery period.
Nyeri residents are urged to promptly call the 
county fire brigade for a quicker action in case 
of a similar incidence. They are urged to save the 
FIRE HOTLINE NO.0612032961 as most fire 
incidences like this particular one go unreported.
Also present were the Department’s Principal 
Administrator Justus Munyiri, Kieni West social 
welfare officer Ann Wangari among others.

(By Dynah Mwangi)

Gatarakwa Ward MCA Hon. Clement Wachira (left) together with Gakanga location Chief Francis Wanderi (right) giving out donations to fire 
victims.

Inauguration 
of Nyeri County 
Hospitals’ Board 
Members

Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga 
commissioned 35 new health board 
members who are to serve in the five 

major health facilities in Nyeri County and 
issued them with their appointment letters.
 The board which draws its members 
from different professions will serve Nyeri 
County Referral Hospital, Mukurwe-ini Hos-
pital, Othaya Sub County Hospital, Karatina 
Hospital and Mt. Kenya Hospital.
 Governor Kahiga commended them 
on their appointment and pledged his full 
support in propelling them towards achieving 
their responsibilities.

 He urged them to join hands with the County Government of Nyeri to improve 
the image of hospitals and revolutionize the health system by curbing the challenges 
faced by the hospitals. The Governor urged them not involve politics in their newly 
appointed positions and instead look for donors who would invest in the different health 
facilities. The Governor also noted that Sh 2.85 Billion had been allocated to the health 
sector by the County Government. He also added that 46 doctors are undergoing train-
ing and 60 new nurses will be hired to ease the workload in the hospitals resulting from 
an influx of patients.    
(By Njambi Mugo) 

A group photo of the newly commissioned hospitals’ board members. At the centre seated is 
Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga.
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Coffee Sector Implementation 
Committee meets with coffee 
farmers

The Coffee Sector Implementation Committee (CSIC) 
met with coffee farmers led by Nyeri governor H.E. 
Mutahi Kahiga at the YMCA hall in Nyeri town.  The 

consultative meeting was aimed at receiving stakeholders’ 
feedback and provide highlights on Coffee Regulations 
2019 as well as the Coffee Cherry Revolving Fund.
 In efforts to promote the Big 4 Agenda on food 
and nutrition security, the CSIC was formed with an 
aim to coordinate and provide strategic leadership in the 
implementation of coffee sector reforms.
 The committee led by the Committee Chairman 
Prof. Joseph Keiyah met with coffee farmers to further 
discuss the Draft National Coffee Policy and Reforms.  
 This policy will address coffee farming challenges, 
exploit opportunities and how to revitalize the coffee 
industry and make it sustainable.
 The governor in his remarks attributed low 
production of coffee to unsustainable farming practices 
that have degraded soil quality.

 To counter this, the County Government of Nyeri 
procured three soil testing machines to help improve the 
soil quality in Nyeri. This will in turn help increase quality 
and quantity coffee production in the county.
 In addition, farmers have also been provided 
with subsidized fertilizers selling at a price of Ksh 1,500 
compared to the market price of Ksh 3,000. This will help 
reduce production cost for farmers.
 These policies and reforms once implemented, will 
aid in ensuring economic opportunities realized from the 
coffee value chains are equitably benefiting farmers.
 The governor also called upon the National 
Government to release the Sh 3 Billion Coffee Cherry 
Fund promised to revive the coffee sector.
 He also commended the committee on its efforts 
to see through this implementation, acknowledging that 
Nyeri County is among the pilot counties in the coffee 
rehabilitation program in the country.
(By Wachera Brenda)

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

PHOTO | KENNEDY KARANJA

From left; Kameme Tv reporter Wahu Ngugi, CSRIC Chairman Prof. Joseph Keiyah, Trade CEC Diana Kendi, Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Ka-
higa (centre), his Personal Assistant Nahashon Mung’ora and Nyeri Finance CEC Robert Thuo during a media interview at YMCA Hall, Nyeri 
Town after attending a coffee stakeholders meeting.  BELOW: Coffee farmers follow proceedings during the meeting.
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Preparations in top gear for Water 
Loss Conference to be held in Nyeri

Water Service Providers Asso-
ciation (WASPA) CEO, An-
thony Ambugo paid a cour-

tesy call to Nyeri Water CEC Fredrick 
Kinyua to discuss the upcoming Wa-
ter Loss Conference expected from 
19th to 21st November, 2019 in Nyeri 
County.
 The event will be hosted by 
Nyeri Water and Sanitation Company 
(NYEWASCO). 
 The theme of the confer-
ence is ‘Addressing the Challenges of 
Non-Revenue Water in the 21st Cen-
tury through Culture Change and 
Technology’.
 The conference targets Water 
Service Providers and how they deal 
with Non -Revenue Water reduction 

measures and other stakeholders who 
play a role in non-revenue manage-
ment.
 NYEWASCO is the leading 
water utility company in the coun-
try and is a leading benchmark for 
non-revenue water management. 
Non-revenue water loss is a loss to any 
water company but NYEWASCO has 
been able to reduce it to 16 per cent, 
which is the best in the country.
 WASPA is an association 
formed by water service providers to 
provide a forum for the various com-
panies to learn from each other.  
 WASPA is a relevant player 
in the water sector due to its elabo-
rate network and coordinating role of 
Water Service Providers (WSP’s), ad-

vocacy within the Ministry and other 
actors in the water sector.
 The three days conference 
from 19th to 21st will have many activ-
ities including exhibition of technolo-
gies used in water loss management, 
launching of good practices report in 
water and sanitation services in Kenya, 
WASPA Annual Benchmark Awards 
among others.
  H.E Governor Mutahi Kahiga 
is expected to grace the event. 
 CS for Water and Irrigation Si-
mon Chelugui will be the Chief Guest. 
Other key members in the meeting 
were Nyewasco representatives and 
Water and Irrigation Chief Officer.

(By Boniface Gichuki)

Water Service Providers Association officials led by CEO Anthony Ambugo (second left) when they paid a courtesy call to Nyeri Water CEC Fred-
erick Kinyua (centre). On the extreme right is Chief Officer Pauline Ndegwa.
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CLOCKWISE; 
-Nyeri Chief of Staff Paul Wambugu, Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga, CSRIC Chairman Prof. Joseph Keiyah and Nyeri Finance CEC Robert 
Thuo when Keiyah paid a courtesy call to the governor. 
- Mukurwe-ini TTI students entertaining guests during the official opening of Mukurwe-ini bus park. 
- Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga and Nyeri Town MP Hon. Ngunjiri Wambugu during Dr. Wahome Gakuru Memorial Marathon at 
Kamukunji grounds.
- Sky Arts group entertaining Mukurwe-ini residents recently during the official opening of Mukurwe-ini bus park. 



 CLOCKWISE; 
- Nyeri Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga with top Nyeri health officials and newly commissioned Mukurwe-ini Hospital board members. 
- Nyeri Governor H.E  Mutahi Kahiga presenting an appointment letter to Nyeri County Public Service Board Chairman Paul Kimondo.
- From left; Mukurwe-ini Central MCA Hon. Gatheru Wamaii, Nyeri Speaker Hon. John Kaguchia, Mukurwe-ini MP Hon. Anthony Kiai, Nyeri 
Governor H.E Mutahi Kahiga, Nyeri Trade CEC Diana Kendi and Rugi Ward MCA Hon. Cyrus Ngure during the commissioning of Kiahungu market, 
Mukurwe-ini town.
- The County Government of Nyeri started clearing illegal dumpsites in Nyeri town.


